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PREFACE 


The  Kegistrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  jjopulatioii  as  at  Mid- 
summer, VJ35,  is  149,400. 

Ihe  birth  rate  for  1985  was  17. H per  1,000  as  compared  willi  17.0 
for  1984;  and  the  death  rate  12.5  j^er  1,000  as  against  Ti.O  for  1984. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  07  per  1,000  birtlis  as  com])ared 
with  00  in  the  previous  year.  The  higher  figure  was  due  to  an  increase 
in  the  deaths  of  infants  from  respiratory  diseases.  (T.  4) 

The  cancer  death  rate  again  sliowcal  a slight  increase,  as  also  did 
this  rate  for  England  and  Wales.  (E.  5) 

The  death  rate  from  tuberculosis  showed  a decrease — 78  jjer  100,000 
as  against  90  in  1984.  An  increase  in  the  incidence  of  jjulmonary 
tuberculosis  in  males  was  noticed  during  the  year,  (hi  the  oilier  hand 
there  was  a large  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  of  non-]nilmonary 
tuberculosis  in  males,  mainly  in  the  first  ten  years  of  cliildhooiL 
Eeference  is  niade  to  these  facts  in  the  “ Tuberculosis  ” section  of 
the  report.  (1\  17  et  seep) 

The  problem  of  the  treatment  of  Lascar  seamen  sulfering  from 
venereal  diseases  is  dealt  with  on  P.  85. 

The  number  of  patients  admitted  to  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital  during  the  year  showed  a decrease  of  881  as  against  that 
for  1934.  This  was  largelv  due  to  a decline  in  the  incidence  of  diph- 
theria. (P.  46) 

The  work  of  the  Municipal  Laboratory  is  steadily  extending,  218 
more  examinations  having  been  carried  out  during  the  year  than  in 
1934.  (P.  51) 

The  Continuation  Clinic  at  the  Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital 
has  again  proved  of  great  value,  and  enables  patients  to  be  discharged 
from  the  Hospital  much  more  quickly  than  was  possible  prior  to  the 
establishment  of  the  Clinic.  (P.  55) 

At  Cranage  Hall  alterations  and  extensions  have  been  going  on 
during  the  year.  An  Occupation  Centre  for  mentall}^  defective  persons 
was  opened  in  Birkenhead  in  Eebruarj-  and  is  serving  a useful  purpose. 
Eeference  to  the  activities  of  the  Centre  is  made  in  the  appro2:)riate 
section.  (P.  58  et  seq.) 

There  was  an  increase  of  6,734  in  the  number  of  animals  killed  at 
the  Birkenhead  Abattoirs  (Woodside  and  New  Chester  Eoad)  as  com- 
pared with  1934. 

In  connection  with  the  Scheme  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind  an 
additional  Home  Teacher  was  appointed  and  took  up  duty  towards  the 
end  of  the  year.  (P.  62) 

Progress  was  made  in  the  inqorovement  of  housing  conditions  in 
the  Borough  during  the  year.  Following  representations  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  with  regard  to  118  houses  which  had  been 
scheduled  under  Part  I of  the  Housing  Act,  1930,  an  Inquiry  was  held 
by  the  Minister  of  Health.  Full  details  will  be  found  in  the  “ Housing 
and  General  Sanitation  ” section  of  the  report.  (P.  63  et  seq.) 


IX 


An  antenatal  session  was  opened  towards  tiie  end  of  the  year  at 
the  South  Clinic,  the  Consulting  Obstetrician  and  Gynaecologist,  Mr, 
S.  13.  Herd,  being  in  attendance.  The  services  of  Mr.  Herd  are  avail- 
able for  any  medical  practitioner  who  needs  assistance  in  connection 
with  any  patient  residing  within  the  County  Jlorough  of  Birkenhead 
whore  difficulties  or  complications  have  arisen  during  pregnancy, 
labour,  or  the  puerperium. 

It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  the  attendances  at  the  antenatal 
clinics  showed  an  increase  of  458  over  tiiose  made  in  the  preceding  vear. 
(P.  75) 

The  appointments  of  an  addition.al  Assistant  School  Dental  Surgeon 
and  of  a female  Dental  xVttendant  were  authorised  to  take  effect  as  from 
the  beginning  of  1986. 

As  previously  stated  all  the  full-time  Assistant  Medical  Officers 
are  also  Assistant  School  Medical  Officers;  and  elose  co-<a-dination 
among  all  the  Health  Services,  including  the  School  Medical  Service, 
provided  by  the  Corporation  is  ensured  as  far  as  staff  is  concerned. 

The  appointment  of  an  additional  xVssistant  iMedical  Officer  to 
allow  of  extra  clinic  sessions  for  tuberculosis,  maternity  and  child 
welfare,  etc.,  being  held  was  under  consideration  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

A number  of  appointments  of  Consultants  on  the  staff’  of  the  depart- 
ment was  made  during  the  year.  lieferenee  to  these  appointments 
will  be  found  in  the  “ Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital  ’’  section  of  the 
report.  (B.  55) 

The  Council  have  decided  to  ap])oint  a Smoke  lnsj>ector,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  this  appointment  will  be  made  early  in  the  coming  year. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Tilston,  who  had  acted  as  a ])istrict  Sanitary  Inspector 
for  37  years,  retired  on  superannuation  on  31st  May,  1935.  It  is  with 
regret  that  the  death  of  Mic  d.  Jackman,  which  took  place  on  l27th 
July,  1935,  has  to  be  recorded.  Mr.  <lackman  had  been  employed  in 
the  department  for  39  years  and  since  Octobei-,  19*26,  had  acted  as 
Inspector  of  Common  Lodging  Houses,  etc. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  act  as  Medical  lleferee  and  De])uty  Medical  Eeferee  respectively 
in  respect  to  the  Munici})al  Crematorium  at  Landican  Cemetery, 
Birkenhead.  During  the  year  7H  cremations  took  place. 

I have  again  to  express  my  gratitude  for  excellent  work  done  by 
members  of  all  sections  of  the  department  during  the  year;  for  friendly 
and  valuable  liel})  which  has  been  given  me  b\^  Chief  Officials  of  other 
departments  of  the  Corporation;  and  tor  the  keen  interest  winch  lias 
been  shown  by  the  various  Committees  concerned  in  the  problems  of 
Public  Health  work,  wliifdi  every  year  increase  in  complexity,  number, 
and  responsibility. 


D.M.M 
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SHORT  STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 
1935. 

Area  of  the  Borougli  8,598  acres,  or  13.4  square  miles 


Estimated  population  (at  inidsuminer,  1935)  149,400 

Number  of  persons  ])er  acr(^  (density  of  };o})ulation)  17.4 

Approximate  number  of  liouses  in  Borough  at  end  of  1935  ...  32,229 

Number  of  inhabited  liouses  at  time  of  census,  1931  30,493 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  at  time  of  census, 

1931  35,577 

Rateable  value,  April,  1935  £994,001 

Estimated  product  of  penny  rate,  1935-1936  £3,800 

Birkenhead  rates,  1935-1936  13/10  in  the  £ 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  17.8 

Death-rate  ,,  ,,  12.5 

Average  death-rate  for  the  last  ten  years  12.4 

Tuberculosis  death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  0.73 

Infantile  niortality  rate  (})er  1,000  births)  67 

Average  number  of  children  in  elementary  schools  21,866 

Number  of  elementary  school  children  medically  inspected 

during  year  8,078 
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ADMINISTRATION 

General  administrative  arrangements. — The  detailed  arrange- 
ments made  by  the  local  authority  for  dealing  with  various  branches 
of  health  work — e.g.,  maternity  and  child  welfare,  tuberculosis,  etc. — 
are  set  out  in  the  a];propriate  sections  of  this  report. 

Staff. — The  staff  engaged  on  the  work  of  the  de2>>artment  consisted 
at  the  end  of  lOdo  of  tlie  following:  — 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Chief  Administrative  Medical  Officer: 

D.  Morley  Matliieson,  ALA.,  Al.lJ.  (Ediii.j,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

F.  Gn.  Foster,  M.A.,  Ai.D.,  Ch. li.,  JJ.P.H. 

Assistant  Medical  Officers: 

Mary  A.  S.  Deacon,  AI.li.E.,  ALB.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

Anna  May  Williams,  ALB.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

J.  Morrison  Piitchie,  ALA.,  ALB.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Pi,.  Sandilands,  JLSc.,  ALB.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

*Phyllis  Alarsh,  Af.B.,  ('li.B. 

*Agnes  A.  Alnir,  Al.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Staff,  Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital: 

Boss  A.  Crant,  F.B.fhS.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Afedical  Sujierintendent ) . 
J.  Cook,  F.B.C.S.,  D.P.H.  (Dejjuty  Aledical  Su})erintendentL 
H.  Fuld,  ALT).,  L.B.C.P.  & S.  (Senior  Besident  Aledic-al  Otficer). 

G.  Cornali,  AI.B.,  Ch.B.  (Besident  Afedical  Officer). 

D.  A.  Dobbie,  AI.B.,  Ch.B.  (Besident  Afedical  Officer). 

J.  G.  Alurdoch,  AI.A.,  A'f.B.,  Ch.B.  (Besident  Afedical  Officer). 

Consultants : 

HI.  W.  Gennnell,  Al.D.,  Ch.lL,  D.P.H.  ( Uadiologist) . 
nV.  Johnson,  M.D.,  F.B.C.P.  (Physician). 

*P.  AV.  Leathart,  B.A.,  AI.lL,B.Ch.  (Aurist  and  Laryngologist) . 
*S.  Barton  Hall,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.Af.  (Psychiatrist)l! 

*T.  Hartley  ATartin,  AI.B.,  Ch.B.  (Orthopaedic  Surgeon). 

*S.  B.  Herd,  Al.D.,  B.S.,  AI.C.O.G.  (Obstetrician  and 
Gynaecologist) . 

-D.  L.  Charters,  AI.B.,  Ch.B.  (Ophthalmic  Surgeon). 

Dental  Surgeons: 

P.  Wilson  Smith,  L.D.S. 

Eveline  M.  Warlow,  L.D.S. 

W.  G.  Walch,  L.D.S. 

*0.  F.  Anderson,  L.D.S. 

Veterinary  Officer: 

N.  M.  Clayton,  M.B.C.V.S. 

Bacteriologist  and  Pathologist: 

Dr.  J.  Morrison  Bitchie  (Assistant  Aledical  Officer). 

Analyst: 

*W.  H.  Boberts,  M.Sc.,  F.I.C. 

Matron,  Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital: 

Miss  J.  Bhodes. 
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Matron,  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital: 

Miss  L.  Liggins. 

Matron,  Thingwall  Sanatorium: 

Miss  I.  li.  Millar. 

Health  Nurses: 

Miss  K,  Nixon  (Cliief  Heallli  Nurse). 

Miss  A.  G.  Adams,  Miss  J.  Jleaitie,  Miss  S.  J.  Briscoe,  Miss 
A.  G.  Evans,  Miss  0.  E.  Eox,  Miss  M.  M.  Graham,  Miss  E. 
Hendley,  Miss  M.  Jones,  Miss  J.  McDonald,  Miss  G.  E. 
Parkinson,  Miss  L.  Peace,  Miss  Iv  liamage,  iMiss  13. 
Shepherd,  Miss  D.  Smith,  Miss  A.  1.  Steele,  Miss  L.  Wilson, 
Miss  A.  Williams,  Mrs.  C.  13.  Williams.  (One  vacancy.) 

Inspector  of  Mid  wives: 

Dr.  Mary  A.  S.  Deacon  (Assistant  Medical  OH’icer). 

Assistant  Inspector  of  Midwives: 

Miss  M.  M.  Graham  (Health  Nurse). 

Inspectors: 

Alfred  Longstaff  (Chief  lnsi)ector  and  Inspector  under  the  Eood 
and  Drugs  Acts) . 

AI.  Holgate  (Housing  Inspector),  J.  Crosliaw,  G.  Wills,  T. 
Oversby,  A.  Greenfield,  G.  H.  Birch,  G.  H.  Williams,  J.  E. 
Dobson,  G.  E.  Lewis  (District  Sanitary  Inspectors),  W.  J. 
Elayes  (Sanitary  Ins))ectors’  Assistant),  E.  Duggins  (Work- 
shops, Eood  and  Drugs,  etc..  Inspector),  W.  S.  Edwards 
(Infectious  Diseases  Inspector),  Archbell  Carnie  (Meat 
Inspector),  W.  Cameron,  A.  T.  Haughton,  W.  Lea,  J.  B. 
Lowsby,  L.  C.  Warburton  (Assistant  Meat  Inspectors). 
(Post  of  Common  Lodging  Houses  Inspector  vacant  at  end  of 
year) . 

Clerical  Staff,  Steward,  etc.: 

W.  M.  Cavers  (Chief  Clerk),  W.  A.  Lyth  (Steward),  J.  Owen 
(Senior  Clerk). 

J.  Bennett,  N.  Wilson,  E.  Baker,  C.  Alartin,  A.  Barnett,  E. 
Owens,  A.  Cross,  E.  P.  Dwerrybouse,  C.  L.  Weekes,  D.  A. 
Jenkins,  A.  C.  Horne,  D.  K.  xAshton,  E.  H.  Hall;  E.  Beard, 
T.  K.  Ward,  S.  Burge,  A.  W.  Gaskell,  D.  Phoenix  (Junior 
Clerks)  ; Aliss  J.  M.  Dickens,  Miss  W.  A.  Calloway,  Miss  C. 
L.  Weston,  Aliss  W.  Nash,  Aliss  M.  Eoberts,  Aliss  E.  B. 
ShejJierd,  Aliss  iM.  Purden,  Miss  M.  Evans,  Miss  M.  Piper, 
Miss  D.  Stephens,  Miss  J.  Dickie  (Female  Clerks). 

Public  Vaccinators r 

-H.  Laird  Pearson,  J.P..  AI  E.C.S.,  L.E.C.P. 

*H.  Cresswell  Pierce,  M.A.,  AI.E.C.S.,  L.E.C.P. 

Gloss  A.  Grant,  E.E.C.S.,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 


Vaccination  Officers: 

'‘J).  E.  Lockey. 
*E.  W.  Owens. 
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Other  Staff: 

Nursing  Staff,  l^irkerihead  Municipal  Hospital  118 

Dispenser,  Dirkenhead  Municipal  Hospital  1 

Masseuse,  Dirkenhead  Municipal  Hospital  1 

School  Teacher,  Dirkenhead  Municipal  Hospital  1 

Domestic  Staff,  Dirkenhead  Municipal  Hospital  24 

Male  Staff,  Dirkenhead  Municipal  Hospital  17 

Nursing  Staff,  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  2^^ 

Domestic  Staff,  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  17 

Male  Staff,  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  0 

Nursing  Staff,  Thingwall  Sanatorium  0 

School  Teacher,  Thingwall  Sanatorium  1 

Domestic  Staff,  Thingwall  Sanatorium  0 

Male  Staff,  Thingwall  Sanatorium  2 

Assistants  on  Meat  Inspection  Work  2 

Laboratory  Assistants  8 

Male  Orderly  (Venereal  Diseases  Clinic)  1 

Home  Teachers  (Dlind  Persons)  2 

Supervisor  and  Assistant  Supervisor  (Occupation  Centre)  ...  2 

*Not  whole-time  officers. 
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SUPERANNUATION  SCHEME 

The  Local  Government  and  Other  Officers’  Superannuation  Act, 
1922,  was  adopted  by  the  Birkenliead  Corporation  in  June,  1923,  and 
came  into  operation  on  1st  August,  1923. 

The  number  of  posts  in  the  Corporation  service  designated  as 
established  posts  ” for  the  purposes  of  the  Act  was  1,906,  of  which 
1,711  were  actually  filled  at  the  date  on  which  the  Act  came  into  force, 
and  195  were  additional  posts.  Since  the  commencement  of  the 
scheme  769  new  posts  have  been  created,  making  a total  of  2,675. 

Medical  examinations  carried  out  during  1935. — During  the 
past  year  126  examinations  of  selected  applicants  for  designated  posts 
were  carried  out. 

Designated 


Department  Posts 

Audit  1 

Borough  i^ingineer  and  Surveyor’s  10 

Borough  Treasurer’s  10 

Cleansing  3 

Education  6 

Electricity  7 

Gas  1 

Libraries  2 

Medical  Officer’s  32 

Parks  and  Cemeteries  2 

Public  Assistance  12 

Town  Clerk’s  2 

Transport  35 

Watch  2 

Weights  and  Measures  1 


Total  examinations 


126 


1 
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POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  AND  DEATHS 

POPULATION 

Population. — The  population  of  the  Borough  as  recorded  at  the 
time  of  the  1931  census  was  147,803. 

The  Eegistrar-GeneraTs  estimate  of  the  population  of  the  Borough 
as  at  mid-year,  1935,  was  149,400. 


BIRTHS 


Births  registered  during  1935,  and  birth-rate. — During  the  year 
2,667  births  belonging  to  the  Borough  were  registered.  (This  total 
includes  72  Birkenhead  births  registered  in  other  areas  and  transferred 
to  Birkenhead,  and  excludes  265  births  belonging  to  other  areas  which 
occurred  in  Birkenhead  and  were  transferred  to  the  areas  concerned. 
Among  the  latter  are  numerous  births  which  occurred  at  the 
Birkenhead  Maternity  Hospital  and  the  Birkenhead  ^Municipal 
Hospital) . 

This  corres])onds  to  a birth-rate  of  17. H per  l.ono  of  the  popula- 
tion. 


Birth-rate  in  recent  years. — The  birth-rates  since  1926  are  as 
follows : — 


1926  20.4  per  l.ond 

1927  18.2 


1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 


18.5 
18.9 
17.8 
18.4 

17.7 
17.1 

17.6 

17.8 


Comparison  of  birth-rate  with  rates  for  country  generally — 

Per  1,000  of  population 


Live  Still 

births  births 

England  and  Wales  14.7  0.62 

121  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns 

(including  London)  14.8  0.68 

140  smaller  towns  (estimated  resident 
populations  25,000-50,000  at  census, 

1931)  14.8  0.64 

London  Administrative  County  13.3  0.52 

Birkenhead  17.0  0.79 


Sex-distribution  of  births. — Of  the  2,549  live  births,  1,317  were 
males  and  1,232  females;  a proportion  of  1,069:  1,000. 

Legitimacy. — Of  the  2,549  live  births  registered,  92  were  illegiti- 
mate, a percentage  of  3.6. 

Registration  of  stillbirths. — Under  Section  7 of  the  Births  and 
Deaths  Registration  Act,  1926,  the  birth  of  every  stillborn  child*  must 
be  registered  by  the  Registrar  in  a register  of  stillbirths.  The 
Registrar-General  has  kindly  furnished  me  with  tlie  numbers  of  still- 

*i.e..  bom  dead  after  the  twenty-eighth  week  of  pregnancy 
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births  registered  during  1935  in  Birkeniiead,  The  total  number  was 
129.  In  addition,  there  were  2 inwards  transfers.  There  were  13  still- 
births registered  in  Birl^enhead  })elonging  to  other  areas.  Thus  the 
nett  number  of  stillbirths  belonging  to  the  Borough  was  118,  classified 
as  follows: — 

Legitimate — Males  .. 

Females 
Illegitimate — IMales  .. 

Females 


118 


52 

3 

4 


The  stillbirth  rate  was  44  per  1,000  births. 

Births  notified  during  1935. — During  the  year,  2,780  births  were 
notified  in  the  Borough  under  the  Notification  of  Births  Acts,  1907  and 
1915.  Of  these  122  were  stillbirths,  leaving  a total  of  2,658  live 
births.  This  total  includes  births  which  occurred  in  the  Birkenhead 
Maternity  Hospital,  the  Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital,  and  the 
Birkenhead  General  Hospital,  many  of  which  were  transferable  to 
other  areas. 

The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  above  births: — 

Births  in  Public  Institutions: — 


flirkenliead  Maternity  Hos])ital 

431 

(-24 

stillbirtlis) 

Birkenhead  Munici]jal  Hospital 

364 

(23 

..  ) 

..  ) 

Birkenhead  General  Hospital  ... 

5 

(- 

Births  in  Nursing  Homes  

163 

( 5 

..  ) 

Other  births:  — 

Notified  by  doctors  

77 

( 6 

) 

Notified  by  midwives  

1618 

(64 

>.  ) 

Notified  by  parents  

— 

(- 

) 

2658  (122  stillbirths) 


Un-notified  births. — The  Eegistrars  reported  55  cases  of 
un-notified  births ; 21  of  these  were  attended  by  medical  practitioners, 
22  by  both  certified  midwives  and  doctors,  8 by  the  MaterniH  Hospital 
staff,  3 by  the  General  Hospital  staff,  and  one  birth  was  that  of  an 
unknown  child  whose  body  was  found  in  Flaybrick  Hill  Cemetery. 


DEATHS 

Death-rate. — 1,867  deaths  occurred  during  the  year;  the  total 
figure  includes  102  deaths  of  Birkenhead  residents  which  occurred 
outside  the  Borough,  but  excludes  257  deaths  of  non-residents  which 
occurred  in  the  area.  This  gives  a death-rate  of  12.5  per  1,000, 
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Deaths  in  recent  years. — The  death-rates  since  102G  are  ns 


follows: — 

102G  11.1  per  1.000 

1027  12. G 

1928  12.8 

1929  18.9 

1980  11.7 

1981  13.4 

1932  11.6 

1933  13.5 

1934  12.0 

1935  12.5 


Seasonal  deaths. — The  following  gives  the  deaths  for  each  quarter 
of  the  years  1934  and  1935:  — 


No.  of  (leath.s 
1934  1935 


First  quarter r)41 

Second  quarter ^ 4G2 

Third  quarter  349 

Fourtii  quarter • 454 


Totals  1806 


515 

458 

358 

536 


1867 


Sex-distribution  of  deaths. — Of  the  total  deaths  989  were  males 
and  878  females,  a proportion  of  1,12G:  1,000. 

Uncertified  deaths. — In  1935  there  were  2 uncertified  deaths  be- 
longing to  the  area. 

Coroner’s  inquests. — Coroner’s  inquests  were  held  regarding  113 
deaths — that  is,  in  6.0  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  during  the  year. 

The  Coroners’  (Amendment)  Act,  1926. — This  Act  came  into 
force  on  1st  May,  1927.  lluring  the  year  64  deaths  (3.4  per  cent,  of 
the  total  deaths  during  the  year)  were  registered  without  the  Coroner 
holding  an  inquest. 

Causes  of  death. — Detailed  causes  of  death  during  1935,  compiled 
in  this  department,  are  not  published  in  this  report.  Table  P.  1 
(pages  6 and  7),  prepared  by  the  Eegistrar-General,  shows  the  causes 
of  death  of  Birkenhead  residents,  sub-classified  according  to  sex  and 
age. 

Infantile  mortality. — There  were  171  deaths  of  infants  under  1 
year  old.  This  corresponds  to  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  67  per 
1,000  births. 

There  were  11  deaths  in  illegitimate  infants  under  1 year  old; 
giving  an  illegtiinate  mortality  rate  of  119  ])er  1,000.  The  causes  of 
infant  deaths,  and  the  ages  at  which  death  occurred  are  shown  in 
Table  P 2 (page  8) . 

The  corresponding  rates  for  each  year  since  1926  are  given  below: 


1926  85 

1927  95 


4: 


Popiilati07i^  births^  and  deaths 


1928  80 

1929  86 

1930  86 

1931  86 

1932  71 

1933  99 

1934  60 

1935  67 


The  main  causes  of  infant  deaths  during  the  past  two  years  are 
shown  below:  — 

No.  in  No.  in 
1934  19:i5 


(a)  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  22  36 

Bronchitis  1 6 

Whooping  cougli  2 5 

Measles  2 — 

Diarrhoea  and  enteritis  16  13 

(b)  Premature  birtli  47  46 

(c)  All  other  causes  63  65 


153  171 


Deaths  from  tuberculosis. — Tuberculosis  was  responsible  for 
5.8  per  cent,  of  all  the  deaths  recorded  in  the  Borough  in  1935.  The 


deaths  from  the  disease  were  as  follows:  — 

Deaths  from  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  96 

Deaths  from  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  13 


109 


This  gives  a tuberculosis  death-rate  of  0.73  per  1,000  of  the 
population. 

Of  the  96  deaths  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  during  1935,  89 
occurred  in  individuals  between  15  and  65  years  old — that  is,  of  a 
wage-earning  age. 

This  subject  is  further  dealt  with  in  the  “ Tuberculosis  ” section 
of  this  report. 

Deaths  from  certain  epidemic  diseases. — The  seven  “ principal 


epidemic  diseases  ” caused  41  deaths,  as  follows:  — 

Diarrhoea  and  enteritis  (under  2 years)  14 

Whooping  cough  6 

Measles  5 

Scarlet  fever  1 

Diphtheria  (including  membranous  croup)  14 

Fever  (enteric,  typhus,  and  simple  continued)...  1 
Smallpox  0 


This  corresponds  to  a death-rate  from  all  these  diseases  of  0.3 
per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Deaths  from  other  notifiable  infectious  diseases. — Pneumonia 
caused,  in  its  various  forms,  150  deaths;  erysipelas  caused  10;  acute 
polioencephalitis  caused  1 ; cerebro-spinal  fever  caused  2. 
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Deaths  from  cancer. — The  following  table  shows  the  cancer  death- 
rate  in  Birkenhead  as  compared  with  the  country  generally: — 


JilRKENUEAD 

EXGE.AXI)  AM»  WA].E> 

Year 

]V)pulation 

Niiniber  of  deaths 
from  cancer  in 
liirkenhead 

Rate  per  IfXJ.fXKJ 
population 

Ritte  rH:^r  100, (XXJ 
pffpulatioii 

1921 

147,800 

186 

125 

■ 121 

1922 

149,200 

172  ' 

115 

123 

1923 

151,400 

179  ' 

118 

127 

1924 

154,100 

179  : 

116 

130 

1925 

155,500 

199  j 

129 

133 

1926 

158,000 

204 

129 

136 

1927 

158,500 

206 

130 

137 

1928 

159,200 

229 

145 

142 

1929 

157,600 

157,600 

214 

136 

143 

1930 

228 

144 

145 

1931- 

148,500 

206 

138 

lls 

1932 

147.700 

197 

133 

' 151 

1933 

151,060 

208 

138 

153 

1934 

150,100 

235 

156 

' 156 

1935 

149,400 

235 

157 

1 15S 

i 

It  should  be  pointed  out  that  in  the  above  table  no  correction  is 
made  for  age.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  a larger  proportion  of  people  are 
now  living  into  the  later  age  periods,  that  is  to  say  into  the  age  periods 
when  cancer  is  much  more  })revalent,  the  increase  in  the  cancer  risk, 
while  definite,  is  much  less  than  would  appear  from  the  above  figures. 

Comparison  of  Birkenhead  death-rates  with  those  for  country 
generally. — In  Table  V d (p^ige  9)  Ihrkenhead  rates  are  shown 
together  with  those  for  the  country  generally.  The  latter  are  provisional 
figures  kindly  supplied  by  the  Kegistrar-Oeneral.  Xon-civilians  are 
included  in  the  figures  for  l^ingland  and  Wales,  but  not  for  other  areas. 


TABLE  P 1 

Deaths  ; causes,  sex,  and  ages  (as  compiled  by  the  Registrar-General) 


Population,  births,  and  deaths 
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TABLE  P 2 

Infant  deaths:  causes  and  ages 


Causes  of  death 

Under  1 week 

1-2  weeks 

1 2-3  weeks 

X 

"Z 

f. 

Over  4 weeks 
under  3 inontlis 

y.  x ^ 

2 £ i 

c;  4- 

^ ,l  A. 

r;  u 

All  causes 

! 

62  ' 

1 

! 

9 

8 

2 

81 

27 

26  23  14 

171 

Smallpox  

Chickenpox  

Measles 

Scarlet  fever 

Whoo})ing  cough 

i ••• 

2 ...  3 

5 

Diphtheria  

1 

1 ... 

1 

Influenza  

Tuberculosis  of  central  nervous 

system  

Tuberculosis  of  intestines  and 

1 

peritoneum  

! . 

Meningitis  (not  tuberculous)  

2 

2 

Convulsions  

2 

I ••• 

'•2 

2 

Bronchitis  (all  forms) 

1 ••• 

1 

1 

’’l  "l  "3 

6 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

10  15  4 

36 

Diarrhoea  and  enteritis  

”l 

1 

4 

5 2 1 

13 

Gastritis  

Syphilis  

1 

1 .!!  ; 

2 

Rickets 

1 

Injury  at  birth  

4 

1 

r» 

"5 

Atelectasis  

9 

1 

10 

10 

Congenital  malformations 

4 

1 

2 

1 

8 

7 

1 1 

17 

Premature  birth 

33 

5 

3 

1 

4 2 

4 

46 

Atrophy,  debility  and  marasmus 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 "1 

7 

Other  causes 

8 

8 

4 

2 3 2 

19 

Totals 

62 

1 

i ^ 

1 

8 

2 

81 

27 

26  23  14 

1 

.171 

Nett  live  Inrths  in  the  year — Nett  deaths  in  the  year — 

Legitimate  2457  Legitimate  infants 160 

Illegitimate 92  Illegitimate  infants  ...  11 


TABLE  P 3 

Death-rates:  comparison  with  rest  of  country 
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LOCAL  INDUSTRIES 

OCCUPATIOXS 

The  staple  iiidustries  of  tlie  district  are  sliii^building,  ship- 
repairing  and  engineering. 

Tlie  Eegistrar-General’s  returns  setting  out  tlie  occupations  of 
persons  resident  in  the  Jlorougli  at  tlie  time  of  the  1931  census  became 
available  in  1934,  and  were  ])ui)lislied  in  my  annual  rej)ort  for  that  year. 


TAELE  O 1 

Occupational  grou])S  of  males  and  females  over  tlie  age  of  14  years 


OCCUPATION 

' Rirkenhead  C.  li. 

1 Males 

1 

* Females 

Fishermen  

Agricultural  Occupations  

"i'sl 

' 93 

Mining  and  Quariying  Occupations  

1 tl 

— 

Workers  in  tlie  Treatment  of  Non-Metallifej'oiis  .Mine 
and  Ouarry  products  

1 54 

1 

Makers  of  llricks,  Fottery  and  (ilass  

41 

o 

Workers  in  Chemical  Processes;  Makers  of  Paints, 
Oils,  etc 

i 1S7 

49 

Metal  Workers  (not  Electro  Plate  or  Ihecioiis  Metals) 

1 

82 

Workers  in  Precious  Metals  and  Jhectro  Plate  

! 8 

2 

Electrical  Apparatus  Makers  and  I'dttei-s  (not  else- 
where enumerated)  aiid  Electricians  

(lOii 

3 

Makers  of  Watches,  Clocks  and  Scientific  Instruments 

33 

4 

Workers  in  Skins  and  Leather,  and  Mid<ei-s  of 
Leather  and  Leather  Substitute  Goods  (not  Boots 
or  Shoes)  

174 

29 

Textile  Workers  

Zz 

83 

Makers  of  Textile  Goods  and  Articles  of  Dress  

414 

754 

Makers  of  Foods,  Drinks,  and  Tobacco  

502 

I 259 

Workers  in  Wood  and  Furniture  

1915 

46 

Makers  of  and  Workeis  in  Paper  and  Cardboard; 
Bookbindei'S,  etc 

36 

199 

Printers  and  Photographers  

343 

166 

Builders,  Bricklayers,  Stone  and  Slate  Workers; 
Contractors  

2045 

3 

Painters  and  Decorators  

874 

13 

Workers  in  other  materials  

35 

50 

Workers  in  Mixed  or  Undefined  Materials  (not  else- 
where enumerated)  

577 

28 

Persons  employed  in  Transport  and  Communication 

10891 

327 

Commercial,  Finance,  and  Insurance  Occupations 
(excluding  Clerks)  

5304 

3766 

Persons  employed  in  Public  Administration  and 
Defence  (excluding  Professional  Men,  Clerical 
Staff,  and  Typists)  

473 

23 

Professional  Occupations  (excluding  Clerical  Staff)... 

1154 

1472 

Persons  professionally  engaged  in  Entertainments 
and  Sport  

310 

51 

Persons  engaged  in  Personal  Service  (including 
Institutions,  Clubs,  Hotels,  etc.)  

1311 

7920 

Clerks  and  Draughtsmen;  Typists,  

3524 

2278 

Warehousemen,  Storekeepers,  and  Packers  

624 

588 

Stationary  Engine  Drivers,  Dynamo  and  Motor 
Attendants  

612 

1 

Other  and  Undefined  Workers  

8667  1 

920 

Betired  or  not  gainfully  occupied  

4461 

l 

39548 

Wafer  mpply,  food,  and  druj^i 
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At  the  end  of  the  year  the  permanent  staff  engaged  on  meat 
inspeetion  consisted,  in  addition  to  the  Veterinary  Officer  (Mr.  N.  M. 
Clayton),  of  one  meat  inspector,  five  assistant  inspectors,  two  detention 
officers,  and  one  junior  clerk. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Alfred  Longstaff,  was  respon- 
sible throughout  the  year  for  the  taking  of  all  samples  of  milk  and  other 
food  stuff's,  and  of  drugs,  for  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination. 
A special  Food  and  Drugs  Inspector  also  devotes  the  greater  part  of 
his  time  to  this  work. 

The  cliemical  analysis  of  sainples  has  been  carried  out,  under  a 
temporary  arrangement,  by  i\Ir.  W.  H.  Eoberts,  m.sc.,  f.i.c..  City 
Analyst,  Liverpool. 

The  bacteriological  examination  of  samples  has  been  dealt  with 
in  the  Municipal  Laboratory. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

With  the  exception  of  Prenton  and  Upton  Wards,  all  the  Borough 
is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Corporation  Waterworks  at  Alwc-n.  The 
supply  for  Prenton  and  Upton  Wards  comes  from  the  West  Cheshire 
Water  Board. 

The  consumption  of  water  in  Birkenliead  from  the  Alwen  supply 
during  the  year  ending  81st  December,  P.)85,  was  1,86‘2,87U,000 
gallons. 

Bacteriological  examinations. — The  bacteriological  examination  of 
the  Alwen  water  supply  is  carried  out  in  the  laboratory'  in  the  Depart- 
ment. 

During  the  past  year,  bacteriological  examinations  have  been 
made  in  connection  with: — 

51  sainples  of  tap  water  in  Birkenhead. 

12  samples  of  water  from  the  Alwen  Reservoir,  before 
filtration. 

24  samples  of  water  at  Alwen,  after  passing  through  the 
filtration  apparatus. 

The  latter  tests  provide  a very  useful  and  sensitive  check  on  the 
efficacy  of  the  filtration  process. 

MILK  SUPPLY 

Dairy  Farms.— -Milk  is  supplied  to  the  Borough  chiefly  from  farms 
in  Cheshire,  Shropshire,  Denbighshire  and  Flintshire. 

(a)  Farms,  etc.,  outside  the  Borough. — During  the  year  444 
samples  of  milk  supplied  from  outside  farms  were  taken  in  the  Borough 
by  the  Veterinary  Officer.  Of  these  44  (approximately  10  per  cent.) 
were  found  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli.  In  connection  with  these  in- 
fected samples,  47  visits  were  paid  by  the  Veterinary  Officer,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1915,  to  milk 
producers’  farms  outside  the  Borough  in  connection  with  milk  samples 
which  proved,  upon  exiamination  at  the  Municipal  Laboratory,  to  be 
tuberculous.  These  visits  were  made  in  company  with  the  County 
Veterinary  Inspectors  of  the  districts  concerned,  and  1,645  cows  were 
examined.  Samples  from  all  cows  suspected  to  be  affected  with  tuber- 
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culosis  were  taken  for  exanrilnation  by  tlie  County  Authorities.  On 
the  farms  inspected  30  cows  were  found  to  be  giving  tuberculous  milk. 
The  30  cows  were  slaughtered. 

In  the  case  of  the  tuberculous  samples  in  respect  of  which  no  cows 
were  detected  on  examination  of  the  herd,  it  was  found  that  the 
suspected  animals  had  been  slaughtered  previously  or  that  they  had 
been  sold  from  the  herd. 

(b)  Farms,  etc.,  loitliin  the  Borough.  — Kt  the  end  of  the  year  there 
were  28  farms  within  the  Borough  with  a population  of  500  dairy  cows. 

During  the  year,  under  the  provisions  of  Bart  IV.  of  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  Order,  1926  (an  Order  made  \)y  the  Minister  of  Health), 
quarterly  examinations  were  made  by  the  NMterinary  Officer  of  all 
dairy  cows  within  the  Borough.  101  visits  were  jjaid  to  the  28  farms 
in  the  Borough,  and  1,959  inspections  of  cows  wore  made.  15  sam])lcs 
of  milk  from  cases  showing  induration  of  the  udder  were  taken  and 
examined  microscopically  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli.  In  1 
case  the  result  was  positive  and  the  affected  cow  was  immediately 
slaughtered.  The  remaining  14  sam])les,  which  were  negative  on 
microscopical  examination,  were  subjected  to  biological  tests  in  the 
Municipal  Laboratory.  The  results  proved  negative  in  all  cases.  17 
cows  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  affections  detrimental  to  the  milk 
supply,  and  the  use  of  their  milk  for  human  consumption  was  jjro- 
hibited.  Of  these  5 cows  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  mastitis  due 
to  haemolytic  streptococci. 

Milkshops  and  the  retail  sale  of  milk. — There  are  150  registered 
milkshops  in  Birkenhead.  In  addition,  the  following  are  registered  for 
retailing  milk  within  the  Borough — 88  farmers  resident  outside  Birken- 
head, 9 “ purveyors  ” of  milk,  and  the  owners  of  tlie  2H  cowsheds 
within  the  Borough  referred  to  in  the  preceding  paragraph. 

Applications  for  registration. — ^During  the  year  applications  for 
registration — Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922 — have  been 
received  from  13  persons  desiring  to  retail  milk  within  the  Borough. 
These  have  been  placed  on  the  register. 

Sale  of  “ Graded  ” milk. — Under  the  iMilk  (Special  Designations) 
Order,  1923,  the  following  licences  were  granted:  — 

Sdicences  to  persons  other  than  producers  to  retail  certified  milh 
within  the  Borough. 

3 licences  to  bottle  and  sell  Grade  A ( T uherculin  Tested)  millc. 

5 licences  to  sell  Grade  A (Tuherculin  Tested)  Tnilh. 

1 supplementary  licence  to  sell  Grade  A {T .T .)  milk. 

6 licences  to  bottle  and  sell  Grade  A milk. 

11  licences  to  sell  Grade  A milk. 

2 supplementary  licences  to  sell  Grade  A milk. 

3 licences  to  produce  Grade  A milk. 

18  licences  to  sell  Pasteurised  milk. 

1 licence  to  Pasteurise  milk. 

In  connection  with  the  licence  granted  to  the  producer  of  Grade  A 
milk  within  the  Borough,  the  Veterinary  Officer  visited  the  premises 
quarterly  during  the  year,  310  dairy  cows  being  examined.  Of  these,  10 
were  found  to  be  affected  with  conditions  requiring  their  exclusion 
from  the  herd,  and  were  removed  immediately. 

The  chemical  and  physical  examination  of  milk. — During  the 
year  249  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  chemical  analysis. 
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The  bacteriological  examination  of  milk. — 210  samples  of  milk 
were  examined  in  the  Municipal  Laboratory  during  the  year.  17'^:  of 
these  samples  were  satisfactory  and  38  were  not  satisfactory. 

Suitable  action  was  taken  with  regard  to  the  unsatisfactory 
samples. 


OTHER  FOODS  : DRUGS 

Abattoirs  in  Birkenhead. — There  are  two  public  abattoirs  in  the 
Borough:  — 

(a)  the  abattoir  witliin  the  Woodside  Lairages ; and 

(b)  the  Corporation  abattoir  at  Tranmere. 

Meat  inspection  at  Lairages  and  Abattoir — The  Veterinary' 
Officer  reports  that  during  the  year  there  were  killed  within  the 
Borough  42,906  oxen,  1,390  calves,  70,472  sheep,  6,806  pigs;  a total  of 
127,574;  as  set  out  in  Table  F 1. 

TABLE  F 1 


Animals  killed  in  Birkenhead  during  1935 


Oxen 

Calves 

! Sheep 

Pigs 

1 Total 

At  Woodside  Lairages — 

1 

1 61192 

Irish  

39358 

— 

969 

101519 

Canadian 

2889 

— 

1 

: — 

2389 

Manx  

9 

— 

! - 

j — 

9 

At  Wallasey  Stage  and 

Nos.  4 and  5 Sheds — 

1 

Irish  

89 

— 

241 

177 

507 

Canadian 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Manx  

— 

— 

6 

2 

j; 

At  Tranmere  Abattoir — 

Irish  

5 

— 

447  i 

— 

4, -.2 

Canadian 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Home-fed 

556 

1399 

14856  1 

5653  1 

22190 

Totals 

42906 

1390 

76472 

1 

6806  j 

127574 

All  animals  killed  at  Tranmere  Abattoir,  at  Wallasey  Stage, 
and  Nos.  4 and  5 Sheds,  Wallasey,  and  a considerable  proportion  of 
the  animals  killed  at  Woodside  Lairages,  were  examined  by  the 
meat  inspection  staff. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  meat,  etc.,  condemned  by  the 
meat  inspection  staff  at  the  lairages  and  abattoir  during  the  year  and 
surrendered  by  the  owners  for  destruction.  In  no  case  was  a formal 
seizure  necessary: — ■ 

The  total  number  of  carcases  seized  was  361,  weighing  148,765  lbs. 

169  of  these  were  seized  on  account  of  tuberculosis ; their  aggre- 
gate weight  being  98,527  lbs.  The  remainder  was  seized  on  account 
of  transit  injuries,  dropsy,  sepsis,  etc. 

The  number  of  parts  of  carcases  seized  was  1,118,  weighing  55,106 

lbs. 

Of  these  804  were  seized  on  account  of  tuberculosis ; their  aggregate 
weight  being  43,628  lbs. 

The  total  weight  of  offal  seized  was  251,041  lbs. 
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Inspection  of  meat  and  other  foods  at  shops. — During  the  year 
17,443  visits  have  been  paid  by  the  Inspectors  to  premises  in  the 
Borough.  The  total  amount  of  foodstuffs  condemned  at  the  shops  was 
8,447  lbs. 

Export  of  animal  products. — During  the  year  certificates  were 
issued  for  the  export  of  the  following:  — 

to  SiJain — 343  tierces  of  tallow; 
to  France — 1 barrel  of  beef  casings; 
to  Poland- — 2 barrels  of  beef  casings. 

Sale  of  Food  Order,  1921,  Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1926,  and 
Agricultural  Produce  (Grading  and  Marking)  Act,  1928. — Attention 
was  given  to  these  Acts  and  Orders  in  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  sale 
of  foodstuffs. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. — Under  the  provisions  of  this 
Act  it  is  required  that  all  persons  slaughtering  animals  in  a slaughter- 
house or  knackers  yard  must  be  over  eighteen  years  of  age  and  they 
must  possess  a slaughterman’s  licence  granted  by  the  Local  Authority. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  names  of  159  men  to  whom  licences  had 
been  granted  were  entered  on  the  register. 

No  contravention  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  occurred  during 
the  year. 

Prosecutions. — During  the  year  no  legal  proceedings  were  insti- 
tuted. 


Water  suj/ply,  food  and  drugs 
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Samples  taken  under  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. — TJuring  the  year  5‘_!5 
samples  were  taken.  Of  these  253  were  formal  and  272  informal. 
249  were  samples  of  milk. 

The  articles  sampled  are  set  out  in  tlie  following  table: — 


TABLE  F 2 


Samples  taken  during  1935 


Article 


Milk 

vSkimmed  milk  

Cream  and  tinned  cream 

Tinned  milk  

Butter  

Cheese  and  wrapped  cheese 

Lard 

Margarine  

Tea  

Coffee  and  mixtures  

Cocoa  

Sugar  

Jam  and  marmalade  

Honey 

Confectionery 

Fish  paste  

Meat  paste  

Potted  shrimps  

Lemon  cheese 

Jelly  

Tinned  fish 

Tinned  fruit  

Dripping 

Beef  suet  

Meat  pie  

Sausage  rolls  

Minced  beef 

Sausages  

Tinned  corned  beef  

Pepper  

Fish  browning  

Flour  

Sausage  


No. 

.sainple.s 

taken 

formally 

No. 

samples 

taken 

mfonnally 

Article 

No.  1 No. 
.samples  samples 
taken  I taken 
formally  Infonnally 

245 

Corn  flour  

' 2 

4 

Custard  powder  

5 

8 

Dfe.ssicated  cocoanut  ... 

3 

]3 

Rice  

6 

14 

3ago 

2 

1 

15 

Dates  

3 

13 

Figs  

1 

14 

Treacle  

2 

6 

Currants  

2 

1 

9 

Raisins  

2 

1 5 

Sultanas  

2 

1 4 

Glace  cherries 

7 

14 

Mincemeat  

1 

2 

Ground  ginger 

3 

7 

Ground  cinnamon  

3 

10 

Candied  ])eel  

...  2 

3 

Cliristmas  juidding  ... 

2 

] 

Non-alcoliolic  wine  .. 

1 

2 

Drinking  oil  

V 

3 

Olive  oil  

1 

r, 

Castor  oil  

1 

r, 

Glycerine 

1 

8 

Cascara  

5 

4 

Health  salts 

1 

1 

As]»irin  tablets  

1 

1 

Suli)hur  tablets  

1 ...  1 

9 

Sulphur  ointment  

1 

1 

8 

Iodine  ointment 

1 

1 

Tincture  of  iodine 

*> 

10 

Vaseline  

2 

1 

Cream  of  tartar  

3 

1 

3 

Friars  balsam 

1 

Samples  analysed  formally  253 

Samples  analysed  informally  272 


Total  samples  analysed  during  the  year...  525 
Of  the  total  number  of  samples  analysed 


17  samples  of  milk 
2 samples  of  fresh  cream  trifle 
2 samples  of  sausages 
1 sample  of  ground  cinnamon 

1 sample  of  jam 

2 samples  of  tinned  fish 


sample  of  condensed  milk 
sample  of  shrimps 
sample  of  coffee 
sample  of  cheese 
samples  of  sago 
sample  of  rice 
sample  of  pepper 


were  reported  adulterated,  and  proceedings  were  taken  in  respect  of:  — 
13  samples  of  milk  and  1 sample  of  fresh  cream  trifle. 

With  reference  to  the  remaining  samples  reported  adulterated  it 
was  decided,  after  consideration  of  the  circumstances,  that  it  was 
inadvisable  to  institute  proceedings. 
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Particulars  of  the  defects  found  in  those  samples  with  regard  to 
which  proceedings  were  taken,  and  the  result  of  the  proceedings,  aro 
set  out  in  Table  F 3. 


TABLE  F 3 

Samples  with  reference  to  which  proceedings  were  taken 
Nature  of  adulteration  and  result  of  proceedings 


Date 

Article 

No. 

of 

.sample 

(liilteration 

Fine  inflicted 

Feb.  8 

Milk  

3 

9%  delicient  in  fat  ' 

10/6  costs. 

Fel).  23 

Milk  

14 

4%  added  water 

April  5 

June  7 

Milk  

38 

13%  deficient  in  fat 

i 6/’-  & 14/6  costs. 

£2  k 10/6  costs. 

, 14/6  costs. 

! 

1 £1  & 10/6  costs 

Milk  

143 

6%  deficient  in  fat 

June  7 

Milk  

152 

12%  deficient  in  fat 

June  7 

Milk 

1 

155 

j 

16%  delicient  in  fat  

1 

J line  7 

Milk  

156 

16%  deficient  in  fat 

July  5 

Milk  

207 

7%  deficient  in  fat 

10/-  and  10/6  costs. 

J Illy  5 

Milk 

209 

' 6%  delicient  in  fat 

14/6  costs. 

Sept.  6 

Aug.  30 

Milk  

290 

6%  added  water  

Milk  

302 

8%  water  added  to  milk  which  had  been 

i 

Nov.  29 

Fresh  cream 
trifle  ....... 

411 

deprived  of  15%  of  its  milk  fat  

Devoid  of  fresh  cream  

14/6  costs. 

£1/11/6  costs. 

Nov.  29 

Milk  

423 

5%  added  water 

J an . 3 

Milk  

463 

9%  water  added  to  milk  which  had  been 

1 

1936 

deprived  of  6%  of  its  milk  fat 

Taherculons 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

ADMINISTRATIVE  ARRANGEMENTS 

The  arrangements  made  by  the  Birkenhead  Corporation  for 
dealing  with  tuberculosis  in  the  area  include: — 

{a)  The  provision  of  a dispensary  or  clinic,  opened  in  1913. 
(This  clinic  is  used  on  one  half-day  each  week  in  connection  with  cases 
from  the  area  of  the  administrative  county  of  Ch*:ster.j 

(5)  The  provision  of  garden  shelters  for  suitable  cases  at  a small 

rent. 

(c)  The  retention  since  August,  1914,  of  twelve  beds  at  Leasowe 
Hospital  for  cases  of  surgical  tuberculosis  in  children. 

{d)  A joint  arrangement  with  the  Cheshire  County  Council,  and 
the  Councils  of  the  County  Boroughs  of  Wallasey,  Chester,  Stockport 
and  Stoke-on-Trent,  for  the  provision  of  a sanatorium  at  Burntwood. 

(e)  The  provision  of  a residential  institution  at  Thing^’all. 
Birkenhead. 

(/)  The  treatment  of  tuberculous  out-patients  by  artificial 
pneumothorax  at  the  Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital. 

(y)  The  visitation  of  tuberculous  in-patients  at  the  Birkenhead 
Municipal  Hospital  by  the  Clinical  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

(k)  The  provision  of  beds  at  the  Birkenhead  ^Municipal  Hospital 
for  intermediate,  advanced,  and  ol)servation  cases  of  tuberculosis.  (This 
provision  is  not  made  as  an  integral  part  of  the  Councirs  tuberculosis 
scheme.) 

The  Corkhill  Fund. — Under  the  will  of  the  late  iMr.  John  Lloyd 
Corkhill,  of  Birkenhead,  a sum  of  money  was  provided  for  the  assis- 
tance of  persons  suffering  from  consumption.  ]^y  arrangement  with 
the  trustees,  persons  applying  for  lielp  from  the  charity  are  examined 
at  the  municipal  clinic,  whei-e  appropriate  treatment  is  decided  upon. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  MORTALITY  FROIM,  TUBERCULOSIS 
Notifications. — The  total  number  of  primary  cases  of  tuberculosis 
notified  during  1935  was  204 — 197  respiratory  and  07  non-respiratory. 
An  analysis  of  these  cases  with  reference  to  age  and  sex  will  be  found 
in  Table  T 1 (page  32) . 

Mortality. — The  total  luimher  of  deaths,  certified  as  due  to 
tuberculosis,  of  patients  who  had  ])reviously  been  notified  as  suft’ering 
from  the  disease,  was  100 — S9  resi)iratory  and  11  non-respiratory. 

The  total  number  of  deaths,  certified  as  due  to  tuberculosis,  of 
patients  who  had  nof  previously  been  notified  as  suffering  from  tuber- 
culosis was  9 — 7 respiratory  and  2 non-respiratory. 

Adding  these  together,  the  total  number  of  deaths  certified  as  due 
to  tuberculosis  was  as  follows:  — 


Respiratory  96 

Non-respiratory  13 


109 


An  analysis  of  the  tuberculosis  mortality  for  the  past  ten  years 
will  be  found  in  Table  T 2 (page  32) . 

An  analysis  of  the  tuberculosis  mortality  during  1935  with 
reference  to  age  and  sex  will  be  found  in  Table  T 3 (page  33) . 
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Number  of  known  cases. — After  making  deductions  for  patients 
who  had  died  during  the  year,  or  who  liad  j^erinanently  left  the  district, 
or  whose  names  have  been  taken  off  the  register  as  provisionally  cured, 
the  total  number  of  known  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  Birkenhead  at  the 
end  of  1935  was  as  follows : — 


Adults 

Children  | 

[under  1.5  years  | 
of  age)  j 

Total 

Respiratory  Male  

379 

43 

422 

Female  ... 

332 

43 

i 375 

Noil-respiratory  Male  

49 

211  • 

1 200 

Female  ... 

83 

210 

! 293 

Total... Male  

428 

254 

' 682 

Female  ... 

415 

2.5.? 

068 

Total 

843 

507 

1 1350 

Non-pulmonary  tuberculosis. — It  is  interesting  to  record  that  there 
was  a decline  of  api)roximately  50  per  cent,  in  tlie  number  of  cases  of 
non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  males  notified  during  the  year.  This 
decrease  has  occurred  mainly  in  the  first  ten  years  of  clhldhood. 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis. — During  tlie  year  a sharp  increase  in  the 
incidence  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  amongst  males  was  noted.  This 
increase  occurred  in  every  age  group  with  tlie  exception  of  the  35-45 
decade  and  was  specially  noticeable  in  the  45  years  onwards  group. 

A number  of  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  of  a inieumonic  type 
occurred,  in  both  male  and  female  patients,  and  without  being  confined 
to  any  siiecial  age-group.  Twelve  cases  in  all  were  seen  during  the 
year. 

As  an  example  of  the  rapidity  of  development,  one  case  may  be 
quoted.  When  first  seen  there  was  no  X-ray  evidence  of  phthisis 
whatever  and  yet  nine  weeks  later  a radiograph  showed  heavy  involve- 
ment of  the  whole  of  the  left  lung. 

The  cases  have  not  proved  amenable  to  treatment.  Artificial 
pneumothorax  which  was  induced  in  two  of  these  patients  in  the 
Alunicipal  Hospital  failed  to  collapse  the  affected  areas.  Any  part  of 
either  lung  may  be  affected. 

All  infectious  diseases  have  periodic  variations  in  type  and 
character.  Thus  scarlet  fever  which  for  long  was  a very  serious  disease 
has  been  comparatively  innocuous  for  some  years  past ; while  diphtheria 
exhibited  itself  about  five  years  ago  in  a virulent  and  acute  form.  The 
bacillus  had  apparently  metamorphosed  itself  into  a type  which  gave 
new  biochemical  reactions,  and  caused  a form  of  diphtheria  of  high 
morbidity  and  mortality,  which  resisted  the  most  intensive  antitoxin 
treatment. 

Some  such  modification  appears  to  have  occurred,  temporarily 
prehaps,  with  regard  to  tuberculosis.  In  the  summer  and  autumn  of 
1935  it  was  noted  that  patients  were  presenting  themselves  for 
examination  whose  X-ray  photograph  showed  quite  a different  type  of 
disease  from  that  hitherto  obtaining.  The  history  of  ill-health  was 


Tuberculosis 


19 


often  renjarkably  brief,  and  the  syrnptoins  were  much  less  severe  than 
would  be  expected  considering  the  extent  of  the  lesion  evidenced  by 
X-rays. 

The  X-ray  signs  of  tuberculosis  are  usually  manifested  by  a 
mottling  of  the  area  of  the  lung  affected  by  the  disease.  The  picture 
of  this  new  form  of  phthisis  was  that  of  a dense  solid  shadowing  confined 
to  one  lobe  or  part  of  a lobe  and  was  in  a way  typical  of  the 
picture  of  a lobar  pneumonia.  This  consolidation,  however,  did  not 
clear  up  as  it  does  in  pneumonia  and  the  sputum  in  every  case  con- 
tained tubercle  bacilli.  Pneumonic  phthisis  is  an  uncommon  form  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis;  Fishberg — one  of  the  world’s  most  noted 
experts  on  tuberculosis — states  that  “ real  lobar  caseous  pneumonia  is 
rare.” 

Dr.  E.  W.  Gemmell,  Consulting  Eadiologist  at  the  Municipal 
Hospital,  has  collaborated  with  Dr.  Foster,  Clinical  Tuberculous 
Officer,  in  the  investigation  of  the  cases  and  has  supplied  the  special 
X-ray  photographs  which  are  reproduced  here. 
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7 uhercuJosis 


Case  1 (No.  C.854). 

K.  L. 


Almost  the  whole  of  the  left  lung  is  here 
shown  to  be  heavily  shadowed. 


Tuherculosis 


21 


E. 


Case  2 (Xo.  C.866). 


L. 


Eight  upper  lobe  shows  tubercular  consolidation 
simulating  lobar  pneumonia. 
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Case  3 (No.  C.763). 


Lower  half  of  right  upper  lobe  is  densely 
consolidated. 
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II. 


Case  4 (No.  C.783). 


L. 


This  case  showed  a pneumonic  area  in 
right  mid-lobe  which,  however,  proved  to 
be  due  to  a neoplasm. 
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Case  5 (No.  C.714). 


L. 


Shadowing  of  left  apex. 
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R. 


(No.  0.912). 


L. 


The  same  case,  two  months  later.  Shows 
rapid  spread  in  left  lung. 
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Tuberculosis  and  pregnancy.— Jt  is  generally  admitted  that 
pregnancy  and  childbirth  have  a damaging  effect  on  women  who  are 
suffering  from,  or  have  recently  recovered  from,  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis. During  the  actual  pregnancy  the  woman  often  keeps  in  fairly 
good  health  and  the  pulmonary  disease  may  appear  quiescent  and  give 
rise  to  no  obvious  symptoms;  but  once  the  child  has  been  born,  a 
recrudescence  of  the  disease,  leading  to  a rapidly  fatal  ending,  is  of 
frequent  occurrence.  It  may  be  added  that  the  highest  mortality  from 
tuberculosis  in  women  occurs  in  the  15-25  age-group;  and  it  is  at  this 
time  of  her  life  that  a woman  is  at  the  height  of  her  fertility. 

Again,  infection  of  the  child  by  the  tuberculous  mother  is  very  apt 
to  occur.  Cases  are  of  not  uncommon  occurrence  where  three  or  even 
four  children  have  been  infected,  with  fatal  results,  by  their  mothers. 

All  young  married  women  before  leaving  the  Cheshire  Joint 
Sanatorium  are  advised  by  the  Medical  Superintendent  to  avoid  the 
risks  of  pregnancy  after  their  discharge  until  the  disease  has  been 
arrested  for  at  least  several  years.  On  their  return  home  these 
patients  are  usually  in  very  good  jjhysical  condition,  after  a stay  of  6-12 
months  under  ideal  surroundings ; but  in  their  own  houses  it  is  generally 
impossible  for  any  of  them  to  have  a bed,  much  less  a bedroom,  for 
her  own  use. 


CASES  DEALT  WITH  THROUGH  THE  TUBERCULOSIS 

CLINIC 

Attendances  of  patients  at  the  clinic. — During  the  year  2,023 
examinations  were  made.  Of  these  686  were  first  examinations  (Le., 
examinations  of  patients  who  had  not  been  seen  previously  at  the 
clinic).*  In  addition  to  attendances  made  for  the  purpose  of  medical 
examination,  1,058  other  attendances  were  made  by  patients  for  weigh- 
ing, interview,  advice  or  certification,  and  by  patients’  relatives  in 
connection  with  questions  arising  as  to  treatment,  removal,  home 
conditions,  etc. 

• This  number  includes  contacts. 


Examination  of  patients  who  were  notified  for  the  first  time  during 
1935. — Of  the  264  new  patients  notified  in  1935,  168  were  examined  at 
the  clinic  during  the  year.  The  remaining  96  were  not  referred  to,  did 
not  attend  at,  or  had  been  previously  examined  at,  the  clinic. 
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Classification  of  nev/  cases. — The  460  new  patients  wlio  attended 
during  the  year  were  ciassilied  as  follows:  — 


Classed  as  sulleriiig  froiu  respiiaUjiy  tuberculosis 

Classed  as  suffering  from  other  forms  of  tuber- 
culosis ...  

Classed  as  noii-tuberculous  

Classed  as  “ suspect  ” 


^ Male 
( Female 
J Male 
/ Female 
) Male 
( Female 
) Male 
\ Female 


Total... 


\ Male 
/ Female 


Total 


♦A.lults 

Children 

ToUtl 

09  1 

1 

71 

' 45  1 

1 1 

^0 

! 3 

10 

19 

8 

18 

26 

1 83 

59 

142 

; 90  1 

1 59 

' 149 

1 3 I 

2 

5 

5 1 

3 

' 8 

i 

158 

79 

237 

14S  , 

SI 

229 

300 

100 

400 

• All  patients  of  fifteen  years  and  upwards  are  classed  as  adult* 


Examination  of  contacts. — 220  persons  who  had  been  in  close 
contact  with  known  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  examined  either  at  the 
clinic  or  at  their  homes,  and  were  classified  as  follows:  — 


1 

♦Adults 

i 

■ Children 

Total 

Classed  as  suffering  from  respiratory  tubei-eulosi.s 

i 

i Male  ... 

) Female 

1 

1 3 

1 

1 

4 

1 

Classed  as  sulfering  from  other  foi  nis  of  tuberculosis 

(Male  ... 

\ Female 

1 

2 

1 

Classed  as  noii-tuberculous 

j Male  .. 

I Female 

IS 

37 

SO 

91 

117 

Classed  as  “suspect” 

\ Male  .. 

) Female 

3 

1 

3 

1 

Total... 

(Male  ... 

1 Female 

21 

38 

78 

S3 

99 

121 

Total 

59 

101 

220 

* All  patients  of  fifteen  years  and  upwards  are  classed  as  adults. 
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HOME  VISITING;  DISINFECTION;  COMPULSORY 
TREATMENT;  ETC 

During  the  year  the  health  nurses  jjaid  299  first  visits  and  3,052 
re-visits  to  the  homes  of  patients. 

The  number  of  houses  disinfected  after  death  or  removal  of 
patients  was  78. 

Spitting  flasks  are  provided  free  of  charge  to  patients. 

The  compulsory  removal  to  liospital  for  a period  not  exceeding 
3 months  of  a person  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  an 
infectious  state  and  whose  condition  is  a danger  to  other  members  of 
the  house  is  provided  for  by  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925  (Sec.  62). 

The  power  to  prevent  a person  suffering  from  tuberculosis  of  the 
respiratory  tract  from  entering  upon  any  employment  or  occupation 
in  connection  with  a dairy  which  would  involve  the  milking  of  cows, 
the  treatment  of  milk,  or  the  handling  of  vessels  used  for  containing 
milk,  is  given  to  a Local  Authority  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Kegulations,  1925. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  during  the  year  to  make  use  of  the 
above  powers  in  Birkenhead. 

THINGWALL  SANATORIUM 

Patients  dealt  with. — At  the  commencement  of  the  year  there  were 
40  patients  in  the  Sanatorium.  There  were  72  admissions  during  the 


year.  These  were  classifled  as  follows:  — 

Tuberculosis  of  bones  and  joints  5 

,,  abdominal  glands  or  peritoneum  16 

,,  cervical  and  other  glands  18 

For  observation  and  diagnosis  33 


81  patients  were  discharged  or  transferred  to  other  institutions; 
no  deaths  occurred.  The  condition  on  discharge  may  be  summarised 


as  follows:  — 

Disease  quiescent  24 

Improved  21 

No  material  improvement  2 

Found  after  observation  not  to  be  suffering  from 

tuberculosis  34 


There  were  31  patients  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Average  duration  of  stay. — For  the  patients  discharged  during  the 
year  the  average  length  of  stay  in  the  sanatorium  was  35  weeks. 

Treatment. — Cod  liver  oil  has  now  been  displaced  by  one  of  the 
vitamin  A and  D preparations  with  equally  good  results.  The  adminis- 
tration of  drugs  is  kept  to  a minimum. 

General  notes. — With  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  of  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis,  it  is  possible  to  use  the  Sanatorium  more 
largely  for  observation  cases.  Doubtful  cases  are  admitted  for 
observation  for  a period  not  exceeding  two  months;  before  the  end  of 
this  time  a definite  diagnosis  is  made. 


Tuberculosis 


29 


The  Orthopaedic  Surgeon,  Mr.  Hartley’  Martin,  visits  the 
Sanatorium  regularly  and  attends  to  all  patients  suffering  from  diseases 
of  the  bones  and  joints. 

The  services  of  the  Municipal  Laboratory  are  freely  utilised  and 
the  benefit  of  being  able  to  refer  patients  to  the  X-ray  clinic  and  to  the 
various  Consultants  at  the  Municipal  Hospital  is  very  great. 

The  question  of  periodical  dental  ins}>ection  and  treatment  of  all 
cases  in  the  Sanatorium  should  be  considered  at  an  early  date. 


CHESHIEE  JOIXT  SAXATOPJI3I 

The  Cheshire  Joint  Sanatorium  was  opened  on  the  Gth  November, 
1923,  for  50%  of  the  approved  bed  accommodation. 

The  approved  accommodation  for  P>irkenhead  cases  (32  beds)  is 
now  available. 


Patients  dealt  with. — At  the  beginning  of  the  year  31  J^irkenhead 
patients  were  under  treatment.  fluring  the  year  40  Birkenhead 
patients  were  admitted,  38  were  discharged,  and  1 died;  3*2  patients 
remained  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


In  Sanatorium  January  1,  1935  

Admitted  during  year 

Discharged  orleft  Sanatorium  during  yeai  i 

Died  in  Sanatorium  

In  Sanatorium  December  31,  1935  


Men 

^Voluen 

Chil  <1  ren 
(under  15) 

Total 

15 

15 

1 

31 

2i 

1 16 

— 

40 

21 

! 16 

1 

3S 

1 

i 

1 

17 

1 

15 

— 

32 
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The  following  table  shows  the  classification,  length  of  stay,  and 
result  of  treatment  of  the  cases  discharged  during  the  year: — 


Classification 
prior  to  entering 
Sanatorium  * 

Condition 
on  discharge  from 
Sanatorium 

Duratfo.n  of  Stay  in 

Sa.natorium 

Totals 

Under  3 . 

months 

3 to  6 
months 

6 to  12  ! Over 
months  i 1 year 

Group 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F < M 

F 

M 

F 

Quiescent  ... 

T.B. 

Improved  ... 

1 

— 

2 

i — 

— 

— 1 — ' 

3 

3 

3 

No  material 

1 

1 

1 

minus 

improvement 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Died 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

j 

— 

— 

Quiescent  ... 

t 

— i — 

1 

T.B. 

Improved.... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 — 

1 

1 

2 

])his 

No  material 

1 

Group  I. 

improvement 

— 

— 

— 

i — 

— 

— 1 — 

1 — 

— 

— 

Died 

1 

Quiescent  .... 

i 

T.B. 

Imi)roved  .. 

1 

— 

2 

— 

10 

6 — 

o 

13 

8 

plus 

No  material 

Group  II. 

improvement 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— I — 

•— 

2 

2 

Died  

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

1 

— 

Quiescent  .. 

— 

— 

' 

T.  B. 

Improved... 

— , T 

1 

1 

1 

l>lus 

No  material 

i 

Group  III. 

improvement 

Died  

•Explanation  of  group  nomenclature:  Patients  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  are  divided 
into  groups  which  may  briefly  be  defined  as  follows: — 

T.B.  minus  = cases  in  which  tubercle  bacilli  have  never  been  demonstrated  in  the  sputum,  etc. 

T.B.  plus,  Group  Incases  in  which  tubercle  bacilli  have  at  any  time  been  demonstrated 
with  slight  constitutional  disturbance  and  where  the  physical  signs  are  of  very  limited 
extent. 

T.B.  plus,  Group  II  = 311  cases  which  are  neither  slight  nor  advanced  and  which  cannot  be 
placed  in  Group  I.  or  III, 

T.B.  plus.  Group  III  = cases  with  profound  systemic  disturbance  or  constitutional  deteriora- 
tion, marked  impairment  of  function,  either  local  or  general,  and  with  little  or  no 
prospect  of  recovery. 

It  should  be  noted  that  a patient  originally  in  Group  T.B.  minus  must  be  transferred  to  Group 
T.B.  plus  at  any  stage  in  the  course  of  treatment  if  and  when  tubercle  bacilli  are  found, 
while  on  the  other  hand  a patient  who  is  once  placed  in  Group  T.B.  plus  can  never  be 
transferred  to  Group  T.B.  minus. 

A full  explanation  of  the  Groups  will  be  found  in  Memorandum  37  T issued  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  in  September,  1925. 

NOTE.— One  male  adult  was  admitted  for  obser\'ation  and  discharged  as  non-tuberculous 
after  two  months’  treatment  in  Sanatorium. 


LEASOWE  HOSPITAL 

The  twelve  beds  reserved  by  the  Corporation  at  Leasow'e  Hospital 
for  cases  of  surgical  tuberculosis  among  Birkenhead  residents  have 
been  in  occupation  throughout  the  year. 

There  were  12  cases  in  hospital  at  the  beginning  of  the  year;  2 
new  cases  have  been  admitted  during  the  year,  and  4 have  been 
discharged  or  died;  leaving  10  patients  in  hospital  at  the  end  of 
December. 
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The  localisation  of  the  disease  in  the  14  patients  under  treatment 
during  the  year  was  as  follows:  — 


Tuberculosis  of  spine  1 

,,  Idp  7 

,,  knee  4 

, , hand  2 


14 

The  4 cases  discharged  or  died  were  as  follows:  — 


Tuberculosis  of  knee  

1 

quiescent 

,,  spine  

1 

quiescent 

,,  hand  

1 

improved 

,,  knee  

1 

no  imjirovement 

4 


BIRKENHEAD  :\rUNICIPAL  HOSPITAL 

Dr.  Foster,  Clinical  Tuberculosis  Officer,  lias  acted  as  Consultant 
Physician  (Tuberculosis)  to  the  ^Municipal  Hos[)ital  throughout  the 
year.  He  visits  the  hos|)ital  regularly,  sees  })atients  suffering  from 
tuberculosis  and  advises  treatment,  etc. 

Details  of  the  methods  of  treatment  used  were  given  in  my  annual 
report  for  1933. 

A Continuation  Clinic  at  the  hosjiital  was  o})ened  during  1934,  and 
accommodation  is  provided  for  persons  requiring  artificial  pneumo- 
thorax treatment. 

Artificial  pneumothorax  treatment. — During  1935,  873  refills  were 
given  by  Dr.  Foster,  including  13  primary  inductions.  This  rejiresents 
an  increase  of  243  refills  over  those  given  during  1934,  and  6 more 
primary  inductions.  There  were  887  screenings  performed  during  the 
year. 

X-ray  examinations. — During  the  year  277  jiatients  were  sent  from 
the  Tuberculosis  Clinic  for  X-ray  examination  at  the  ^lunicipal 
Hospital,  an  increase  of  13  over  the  number  X-rayed  during  1934. 
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TABLE  T 1 

New  cases  notified  for  first  time  during  the  year 


Pkimaky  Notifications 


Age  periods 

C-1 

1-5 

5-10 

10-15  15-20 

^ 20-25  25-35 

35-45 

45-55 1 55-65 

65 

and 

up 

Total 

Respiratory— Male  

1 

1 

4 1 8 

‘21  25 

16 

1 1 

21  14  1 

1 

1 4 

115 

Female  

— 

— 1 

3 

2 10 

21  24 

10 

i - 

1 

82 

Noii-res})iratoi‘v — Male  

— 

4 

10 

2 1 1 

2 ! 2 

2 

2 , - ' 

25 

Female  ... 

— 

8 

14 

1 

' 4 I 4 

1 1 

4 ^ 2 

2 

1 1 

i 1 

1 42 

Total  

— 

13 

1 28 

: 12  ; 23 

1 1 

48  1 53 

30 

34  17 

: 1 

6 1 

264 

1 

TABLE  T 2 


Deaths  from  tuberculosis  during  the  past  ten  years 


1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

Deaths  from  tuberculo- 
sis of  the  lungs — 

Number  

122 

155  1 

150 

164 

141 

144 

140 

140 

108 

96 

Rate  per  1000 

0.77 

0.98 

0.95 

1.04 

0.89 

0.97 

0.95 

0.93 

0.72 

0.64 

A Male — 

1 

Number  

68 

97  1 

82 

93 

S3 

83  ^ 

72 

86 

62 

68 

Rate  

0.43 

0.61 

0.52 

0.58 

0.52 

0.55 

0.48 

0. 57 

0.41 

0.45 

B Female — 

Number 

54 

58 

68 

71 

58 

61 

68 

54 

46 

28 

Rate  

0.34 

0.37 

0.43 

0.46 

0.36 

0.42 

0.46 

0.36 

0.30 

0.19 

Deaths  from  other  forms 
of  tuberculosis — 

Number  

39 

45 

43 

39 

29 

36 

29 

22 

28 

13 

Rate  per  1000 

0.24 

0.28 

,0.27 

0.24 

0.18 

0.24  I 

0.19 

0.14 

0.18 

0.09 

A Male  (all  ages) 

Number  

18 

28 

28 

18 

11 

17 

15 

10 

11 

7 

Rate  

0.11 

0.18 

0.18 

0.11 

0.06 

0.11 

0.10 

0.06 

0.07 

0.05 

B Female  (all  ages) 

j 

Number  

21 

17 

i 15 

21 

18 

19 

! 14 

12 

17 

6 

Rate  

0.13 

0.10 

0.09 

0.13 

0.11 

0.13 

0.09 

0.08 

0.11 

0.04 

C Children  (un.  5 yrs) 

Number  

24 

22 

21 

19 

8 

22 

6 

7 

8 

2 

Rate  

0.15 

0.13 

0.13 

0.12 

0.05 

0.14 

0.04 

0.04 

0.05 

O.Ol 

Deaths  fi'oni  tuberculo- 
sis (all  foi'ins)  — 

Number  

161 

200 

193 

203 

170 

180 

169 

162 

136 

109 

Rate  per  1000 

1.02 

1.26 

1.22 

1.29 

1.07 

1.21 

1.14 

1.08 

0.90 

0.73 

Hate  'per  1000 
England  tt-  Wales 

0.96 

0.97 

0.93 

0.96 

0.89 

0.89 

0.83 

1 

0.82 

0.76 

0.72 

Tuherculosu 


TABLE  T 3 

New  cases  and  mortality  during  1935 


Age.s 

*New  Casks  j 

iJEATliS 

Pulmonary  j 

Non-  1 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonarj- 

N'on- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

K. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1 

1 

_ 1 
1 i 

! 

4 

8 ; 

— 

— 

j 

: 1 ! 

1 

1 

3 ' 

11 

14  : 

1 

— 

2 ' 

1 

10 

4 

2 i 

2 

! 4 

1 

— 

' — 

1 

15  

9 

10  i 

2 

i 4 

1 

2 

1 

2 

21 

23  i 

i 2 

i 4 ' 

[ 7 

2 

! — 

1 

25 

27 

27 

2 

2 

S 17 

10 

2 

— 

35  

19 

10 

1 3 

3 

12 

8 

1 

— 

22 

11 

2 

— 

, 13 

3 

— 

— 

16 

1 

— 

3 

! 12 

2 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

4 

2 

— 

1 

; 5 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

124 

89 

28 

43 

68 

: 28 

7 I 

6 

Includes  all  primary  notifications  and  also  all  other  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  which  came  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES 

ADMINISTKATI VE  AKRANGEMENTS 

The  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  cases  of  venereal  diseases  at  the 
Municq^al  Clinic  at  the  Birkenhead  General  Hospital  has  been  carried 
on  during  the  year  by  Hr.  F.  G.  Foster,  assisted  in  so  far  as  male 
patients  are  concerned  by  Hr.  li.  Bandilands;  and  on  the  female  side 
by  Hr.  Heacon  and  Hr.  Williams. 

Of  the  407  new  cases  dealt  with  at  the  clinic,  ‘22H  were  residents  of 
Birkenhead,  37  were  from  Cheshire  County,  4 from  Liverpool,  22  from 
Wallasey,  and  87  from  India,  Burma  and  Ceylon. 

The  in-patient  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  venereal  diseases 
is  carried  out  at  the  Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital. 

At  the  special  clinic  for  children  held  at  No.  9,  Hamilton  Square, 
Hr.  Heacon  and  Hr.  Williams  have  been  in  attendance  during  the  year. 
At  this  clinic  the  number  of  new  cases  seen  during  the  year  was  25  as 
compared  with  49  in  the  previous  year;  the  attendances  numbered  1,179 
as  compared  with  1,293. 


GENERAL  NOTES 

Cases  dealt  with. — (a)  General  Hospital  clinic.  Huring  the 
year  814  persons,  comprising  535  males  and  279  feinales,  were  dealt 
with  at  the  clinic  as  out-patients. 

This  represents  a decrease  of  110  males  and  11  females  as  com- 
pared with  the  respective  numbers  for  1934. 

The  total  attendances  of  out-patients  was  11,325;  the  number  of 
in-patient  days  was  327. 

New  patients  numbered  289  males  and  118  females;  of  these  179 
were  non-residents  of  Birkenhead.  As  is  usual  in  seaports  sailors  of 
many  nationalities  were  treated  at  the  clinic.  Natives  of  Finland, 
Greece,  Holland,  Jugo-Slavia,  Norway,  India,  Burma  and  Ceylon 
attended  during  the  year. 

Intravenous  injections  of  Sodium  Iodide  in  large  doses  have  been 
exhibited  to  cases  of  neuro-syphilis  with  gratifying  results. 

One  man,  whose  sight  was  so  bad  that  he  was  recommended  to 
apply  for  a blind  pension,  improved  so  much  in  two  months,  after  a 
course  of  Sodium  Iodide  in  conjunction  with  injections  of  Bivatol,  that 
he  was  able  to  sole  his  boots. 

There  was  one  serious  case  of  hyperkeratosis  blennorrhagica  which 
was  treated  in  the  Municipal  Hospital. 

There  was  also  a case  of  an  extremely  rare  post-arsenical  manifes- 
tation known  as  “ Milian’s  9th  Hay  Erythema,”  a report  of  which  will 
shortly  be  published  in  the  British  Journal  of  Venereal  Hiseases. 

(b)  Hamilton  Square  clinic. — Huring  the  year  141  children  (80 
males  and  61  females)  were  dealt  with  at  the  clinic  as  out-patients, 
the  total  attendances  made  being  1,179. 

The  new  cases  seen  numbered  25,  and  were  diagnosed  as  follows:  — 


Syphilis  (congenital  in  all  cases)  8 

No  venereal  disease  17 
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Three  cases  of  severe  vulvo-vaginitis  occurring  in  children,  each 
aged  2 years,  were  dealt  with  at  the  clinic.  Appropriate  hospital  treat- 
ment was  given  in  each  case. 

Bacteriological  work. — (aj  548  smears  were  exaujined  at  ti  e 
municipal  laboratory  for  the  presence  of  gonococci,  and  10  specirnen.- 
for  the  detection  of  spirochetes  were  examined  at  the  municij^al  clinic 
at  the  General  Hospital. 

(b)  At  the  University  of  Liverpool,  2,258  specimens  were  examined 
for  the  Wasserrnan  reaction,  351  of  these  being  sent  from  the  municipjal 
clinic  at  the  General  Hospital,  57  from  the  Hamilton  Square  clinic,  and 
1,810  from  private  medical  practitioners  and  hospitals  in  the  area;  and 
5 serum  tests  for  gonorrhoea  were  also  carried  out. 

Issue  of  arsenobenzene  compounds. — Arsenobenzene  compounds 
were  issued  during  the  year  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

to  the  Medical  Officers  of  the  treatment  centres  at  the  General 
Hospital  and  at  No.  9 Hamilton  Square ; 

to  the  Medical  Superintendent,  Birkenhead  ^Municipal  Hos- 
pital. 

Venereal  diseases  in  Lascar  seamen. — Dr.  Foster,  who  has  for  the 

past  eleven  years  been  in  charge  of  the  Municij'al  ^"euert‘al  Diseases 
Clinic,  has  made  a special  study  of  the  ])roblems  associated  with  the 
incidence  and  treatment  of  venereal  diseases  in  Lascar  seamen;  a short 
summary  of  the  conclusions. he iias  arrived  at  is  given  here. 

Three  of  the  largest  Qecidfe^ntM  Lines  dock  in  IBrkenhead,  and  the 
personnel  of  the  crews  is  almost  entirely  Asiatic.  These  seamen  join 
their  ships  in  India  as  stewards,  firemen  or  sailors,  usually  by  means 
of  familial  influence  or  by  “ greasing  the  palm  ” of  the  serang.  They 
then  pass  a medical  examination,  usually  by  a native  doctor,  and  again 
“ backsheesh  ” may  have  to  be  distributed  to  the  native  orderly  before 
they  reach  the  presence  of  the  doctor.  One  well-built  native  who 
attended  the  clinic  here  at  intervals  to  have  a hydrocele  tapi)ed  stated 
that  it  cost  him  five  rupees  at  each  enlistment  in  India  before  he  was 
passed  as  physically  fit. 

One  of  the  worst  cases  of  chancroid  ever  seen  at  the  clinic,  where 
there  was  extensive  sloughing  and  destruction  of  tissues,  occurred  in 
a ship’s  butcher.  One  steward  presented  himself  at  the  clinic  covered 
from  head  to  foot  with  the  rupia  of  late  secondary  syphilis,  a stage  of 
the  disease  which  is  highly  contagious.  One  man,  the  ship’s  barber, 
attended  with  his  hands  heavily  infected  with  that  most  communicable 
disease,  scabies. 

It  may  be  asked  how  this  state  of  affairs  was  allowed  and  if  there 
was  not  a doctor  aboard  ship  capable  of  dealing  with  these  cases.  There 
was  a doctor  aboard  ship,  but  members  of  the  crew  would  not  report 
sick  because  if  they  were  suffering  from  venereal  disease  their  wages 
were  stopped.  The  Lascar  generally  })refers  to  suffer  until  he  reaches 
port  rather  than  lose  his  pay. 

On  reaching  port  these  patients  come  to  the  clinic.  As  the  shij'i 
is  only  in  port  for  a short  period  it  is  not  possible  to  do  more  than 
alleviate  the  pain.  In  the  case  of  a patient  suffering  from  syphilis  it 
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is  inadvisable  to  institute  arsenobenzine  treatment  unless  tliere  is  time 
for  a modified  course  to  be  given.  One  or  more  iiijectious  of  a bismutli 
preparation  are  given  and  be  rejoins  bis  ship  vvitli  a supjdy  of  mercurial 
pills  and  a tube  of  suspensol  bisjmith  cream  ior  imiuction.  A jjatient 
suffering  from  gonorrhoea  is  given  as  many  irrigations  as  possible  and 
is  given  a supply  of  acriflavine  pills  for  the  return  voyage.  The  treat- 
ment of  the  chancroidal  patient  is  perhaps  the  most  satisfactory,  pro- 
vided that  the  disease  is  not  too  far  advanced  and  that  there  are  no 
sui^purating  buboes.  He  is  given  two  or  more  intravenous  injections 
of  dmelcos  vaccine  as  well  as  intensive  local  treatment,  and  at  the  end 
of  five  days  is  usually  well  on  the  way  to  recovery.  The  Lascar  rarely 
exhibits  late  syphilitic  manifestations.  There  have  been  no  cases  of 
Tabes  or  General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane,  nor  any  cases  of  nervous  or 
visceral  syphilis  seen  at  the  clinic.  This  may  be  explained  by  the  fact 
that  the  Lascar  has  been  so  syphilized  that  he  has  gained  a certain 
amount  of  immunity,  or  to  the  prevalence  of  malaria,  an  attack  of 
which  has  an  undoubtedly  beneficial  effect  on  the  disease. 

In  connection  with  the  treatment  of  seamen  suffering  from  venereal 
disease  the  Ministry  of  Health  have  issued  a Treatment  Book  “ V.44  ” 
in  which  is  entered  the  diagnosis,  various  tests  and  treatments  which 
the  man  has  received  at  the  different  clinics  he  has  attended.  It  is  of 
international  use  and  instructions  are  printed  in  it  in  over  half  a dozen 
languages.  Intelligently  used,  it  is  of  the  greatest  value,  and  to  the 
seafarer  who  is  conscientious  about  his  treatment,  it  has  })roved  very 
useful.  A sailor  can  usually  manage  to  get  ashore  at  any  port  for  an 
hour  or  two,  especially  if  he  has  tlie  co-operation  of  his  officers,  and 
can  avail  himself  of  the  services  of  the  local  clinic.  A V.44  treatmeiit 
book  is  issued  to  every  Indian  sailor  suffering  from  venereal  disease 
and  is  invariably  asked  for  when  they  attend  the  clinic,  but  the  use  to 
which  it  is  put  is  usually  negligible.  Again  and  again  Lascars  return 
to  the  clinic,  and,  on  examining  the  Y.44,  it  is  found  that  no  entries 
have  been  made  since  their  last  attendance.  No  treatment  has  been 
received  for  six,  nine  months,  or  even  on  occasions,  two  years.  iMost 
ships  bound  for  India  or  Eangoon  touch  at  Malta,  iMarseilles,  Aden, 
Port  Said,  Port  Sudan  or  Colombo,  and  intermediate  treatment, 
especially  for  syphilis,  could  be  adequately  carried  out  if  the  patients 
attended  the  clinics  at  these  ports.  The  excuse  for  not  doing  so  is  that 
the  ship  stays  only  for  a few  hours  and  that  no  shore  leave  is  permitted. 
Again  on  arrival  at  Bombay  or  Calcutta  it  is  said  that  much  difficulty 
is  experienced  before  the  Medical  Officer  is  reached  and  that  “ back- 
sheesh ” has  to  be  given  to  the  orderly  before  the  patient  may  reach 
the  doctor.  The  V.44  of  these  sailors  rarely  bears  the  visa  of  any 
Asiatic  seaport  except  Eangoon. 

An  interesting  clinical  point  not  infrequently  noted  is  that  the 
Wasserrnann  reaction  may  be  strongly  positive  when  taken  at  the  clinic 
on  the  first  visit,  and  that  it  may  be  negative  twelve  to  twenty-four 
months  later  despite  the  fact  that  a man  has  had  only  three  or  four 
arsenical  injections  during  that  time  and  on  one  occasion  he  had  had 
only  one  injection  in  fifteen  months.  This  is  probably  explained  by 
the  fact  that  in  the  interval  the  patient  has  had  one  or  more  attacks 
of  malaria.  Malaria  is  now  an  established  form  of  treatment  in  the 
tertiary  stages  of  neuro-syphilis,  and  acts  by  virtue  of  the  high  tempera- 
ture it  causes;  and  it  has  been  stated  that  an  attack  of  malaria  will 
frequently  reduce  per  se  a positive  to  a negative  Wassermann  reaction. 
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One  final  wo?‘d  requirt^s  to  l;e  said  in  respect  of  trof  tnient  of 
Lascar.  Wdiilst  ilindiistani  is  the  language  most  universally  .~p‘ao-n 
tho’C  are  frequent  occasions  when  the  patient  can  only  sj  eak  his  Ik-;  1 
tongue,  and  Tamil,  Bengali,  Jfurmese  and  Ciiigalese  are  the  laiiy  i;ig< - 
of  clioice. 

An  interpreter  is  essential,  and  Jiirkenhead  is  lucky  in  this  respect 
in  tlaat  it  has  had  the  services  of  a native  who  was  in  charge  of  the 
■Mission  for  Indian  Seamen.  This  man  claims  to  speak  seven  languages, 
and  has  certainly  never  failed  to  understand,  or  make  himself  under- 
stood, in  any  of  the  above-mentioned  Indian  languages.  He  also  on  two 
occasions  acted  as  interpreter  to  Chinese  patients.  Although  this  man 
has  now  no  official  appointment  in  the  Mission,  and  is  on  the  dole,  he 
voluntarily  gives  his  invaluable  services  to  the  clinic.  It  would  be 
well  nigh  impossible  to  deal  successfully  with  the  Asiatic  patients  were 
it  not  for  his  services. 

It  would  certainly  be  most  valuable  if  an  interpreter  were  available 
on  a paid  basis.  In  addition  to  the  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic,  liis 
services  could  be  made  use  of  at  the  ^Municipal  Hospital  where  there 
are  frequently  Indian  patients;  and,  when  required,  as  interpreter  at 
the  Police  Court. 

Enough  has  been  said  to  show  that  the  problem  of  venereal 
diseases  in  Asiatic  seamen  calls  for  investigation;  and  improvements 
along  the  following  lines  are  suggested:  — 

(1)  A thorough  medical  inspection  should  be  made  on  engagement 
and  s[)ecial  attention  should  be  ])aid  to  the  jaidenda,  inguinal 
glands  and  skin,  not  only  for  the  stigmata  of  venereal  diseases, 
b\it  also  for  signs  of  scabies  which  is  of  not  infrequent  occur- 
rence . 

(2)  The  i)ay  of  those  suffering  from  venereal  disease  should  not  be 
stopped.  On  the  contrary,  the  method  obtaining  in  the 
Services  should  be  adopted  and  concealment  of  disease  should 
be  penalised.  Instead  of  stop])ing  the  pay  for  rej^orting  sick, 
the  converse  should' hold  good;  and  patients  should  be  en- 
couraged to  consult  the  Ship’s  Surgeon. 

(3)  Every  facility  should  be  given  to  patients  to  attend  venereal 
diseases  clinics  not  only  in  Britain  but  also  at  the  various  ports 
of  call. 

(4)  Patients  should  have  no  difficulty  of  access  to  the  ^fedical 
Officers  of  the  venereal  diseases  centres  in  India,  and  every 
effort  should  be  made  to  stanqi  out  venality  of  orderlies  in 
those  clinics  where  it  is  suspected  that  bribery  is  necessary 
before  such  access  may  be  obtained. 

Arsenobenzine  ])reparations  are  issued  on  request  free  to  any  Ship  s 
Surgeon;  a 10  c.c.  syringe  with  needles,  an  irrigating  outfit  and 
potassium  permanganate  crystals  are  inexpensive  items  and  part  of  the 
ship’s  medical  stores. 

With  this  modest  equipment  and  with  the  repeal  of  the  rules 
enforcing  stoppage  of  pay  for  patients  reporting  sick  with  venereal 
disease,  much  might  be  accomplished  on  shipboard  both  as  regards 
treatment  and  towards  lessening  the  risk  of  infection  to  others. 
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TABLE  V I 


Statement  showing  the  services  rendered  at  the  Venereal  Diseases 
Clinic  at  the  Birkenhead  General  Hospital  during  the  year, 
classified  according  to  the  diseases  dealt  with 


1 Condit  joins 

Syohili.s 

.Soft  chancre 

Oonorrh(jea 

j other 

than 

Totals 

1 venereal 

M. 

F. 

M ! F, 

M. 

F. 

1 M. 

1 

M. 

F. 

jT’ls. 

1. 

Number  of  cases  on  1st.  January 

1 

1 

1 

under  treatment  or  observation 

135 

no 

3 



89 

42 

1 



228 

152 

|380 

2. 

Nuniljer  of  cases  removed  from 

! 

the  register  during  any  pre- 

1 

vious  year  whicli  returned 

! 

during  the  year  under  report 

i 

for  treatment  or  observation  of 

1 

the  same  infection 

9 

8 





9 

1 

1 

' 

18 

9 

27 

3. 

Number  of  cases  dealt  with  hu 

1 

the  first  time  during  the  year 

1 

under  re])ort  (exclusive  of  cases 

1 

under  Item  4)  suftering  from — 

Syphilis,  primary  

13 

1 













13 

1 

1 14 

,,  secondary 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 





3 

1 

: 4 

,,  latent  in  1st  year  of 

1 

in  fection  

2 















. 2 



i 2 

,,  all  later  stages 

36 

25 











36 

25 

1 61 

, , congenital  

2 

3 











2 

3 

, r, 

Soft  cliancre  





6 









6 



6 

Gonorrhoea,  1st  year  of  in- 

1 

fection 

— 

— 

— 

— 

102 

j 26 

1 

— 

!i02 

26 

:128 

, , later  









16 





1 16 



16 

Conditions  other  than  venereal 







__ 



73 

, r,  r, 

55 

128 

4. 

Number  of  cases  dealt  with  for 

1 

the  first  time  during  the  year 

under  report  known  to  have 

received  treatment  at  other 

1 

i 

centres  for  the  same  infection 

16 

! 3 

1 

— 

19 

4 

j “ 

— 

1 36 

7 

, J3 

Total  ofitems  1,  2,  3 and  4 ... 

216 

151 

10 

— 

235 

73 

1 

1 

55 

535 

279 

814 

5. 

Number  of  cases  discharged  after 

1 

completion  of  treatment  and 

i 

final  tests  of  cure  

9 







36 

5 

72 

48 

no 

53 

163 

6. 

Number  of  cases  which  ceased  to 

attend  before  completion  of 

treatment  and  were,  on  hist 

1 

attendance,  suffering  from: — 

j 

Syphilis,  primary  

4 

1 1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

5 

,,  secondary  

1 

1 

— - 



— 







1 

1 

2 

,,  latent  in  1st  year 

of  infection 























,,  all  later  stages  .. 

12 

37 













12 

37 

49 

,,  congenital  

4 

3 













4 

3 i 

7 

Soft  chancre  





















Gonorrhoea,  Istyear  ofinfection 

— 

— 

— 



31 

16 





31 

16 ; 

47 

, , later 



— 



9 

1 





9 

1 

10 

7, 

Nund)er  of  cases  which  ceased  to, 

attend  after  completion  of 

1 

1 

treatment  but  before  hnal 

! 

tests  of  cure  

1 

8 

— 

_ 1 

1 1 

4 





15 

12  i 

27 

8. 

Number  of  cases  transferred  to 

1 

other  centres  or  to  institutions. 

or  to  care  of  private  practioners 

69 

3 

5 



59 

1 





133 

4 

137 

9. 

Number  of  cases  remaining  under 

treatment  or  observation  on 

31st  December  

123 

98 

5 

— 

86 

46 

2 

7 

216 

151 

367 

Total  of  Items  5,  6,  7,  8 and  9 

216 

151 

10 

235 

73 

74 

55 

535 

279 

814 

(These  totals  should  agree  with 

— 

those  of  Items  1,  2,  3 and  4) 
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TABLE  V I — (continued) 


Syphilis 

< (.'unditions  i 

Soft  Chancre  fJonorrho-a  other  than  ' 

Totals 

venereal  ; 

10.  Number  of  cases  in  the  follow  ing 
stages  of  syphilis  included  in 
Item  6 wdiich  failed  to  com- 
plete one  course  of  treatment — 

Syphilis,  primary  

,,  secondary  

,,  latent  in  1st  j’ear 

of  infetdion 

,,  all  later  stages  .. 

,,  congenital  

M. 

y. 

M. 

F. 

M.  1 

I F. 

M 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Tls. 

1 

1 

4 

M 

1 

16 

3 

— 

II  III 

II  ill 

11  1 1.  1 

M IN 

II  III 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

16 

3 

' 2 

2 

20 

4 

11.  Number  of  attendances — 

(a)  For  individual  attention  of 

1 

1261 

1.690 

23 

1313 

389 

1 226 

261 

2823 

2240 

6063 

(6)  For  intermediate  treatment, 
irrigation,  dressing 

! 

128  j 

46 

2 

- 

5.626 

291 

187 

: 

1 5S43 

419 

6262 

Total  attemiances... 

1380  1 

1636 

25 

- 

6839  ; 

680 

413 

343 

1 8666 

2669, 

11326 

1^.  In-patients — 

(a)  Total  number  of  persons 
admitted  for  t r e a t m e n t 
during  the  year  

4 

3 

2 

! 

i 9 

9 

(b)  Aggregate  number  of  “in- 
patient days  ’ of  treatment 
given 

221 

— 

- 

— 

60 

- 

46 

1 — . 

327 

1 

327 

13.  Number  of  cases  of  congenital 
syphilis  in  item  3 above  class- 
ified according  to  age  periods 

Under 

1 year 

1 a.nd 

under  H 
years 

5 and 

under  15 
years 

15  years 
and  over 

Totals 

M. 

F. 

M. 

I’. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

— 

— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

2 

3 

2 

3 

M icroscoptcal 

Serum  Tests 

14.  Pathological  Work — 

(a)  Number  of  specimens  ex- 
amined atand  by  the  medical 
officer  of  the  treatment 
centre  

for 

Spirochetes 

for 

Gonococci 

Wassennaiui 

Others  for 
Syphilis 

for  Gonorrhcea 

10 

548 

(b)  Number  of  specimens  from 
patients  attending  at  the 
centre  sent  for  examination 
to  an  approved  laboratory... 

— 

— 

361 

— 

6 

TABLE  V 2 

Statement  showing  the  services  rendered  at  the  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  at  the  Birkenhead  General  Hospital  during 
the  year,  classified  according  to  the  areas  in  which  the  patients  resided 
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Venereal  diseases 


pqox 

ic  1^  CC)  11^ 

O CC  OI  o 

I-O  o 

oi  oi  y. 

CO  CO  ir. 

I— t r~ 

H a 9 inis}i.iOA 

1 1 I 1 

1 

CO  1 1 

v-O  1 -r  CO 

w 1 CO 

OI  Ci 

t'. 

()jod>ioo'4s 

1 r-1  1 1 

- 

CO  1 1 

1 1 r-i  1 

- 

CO  1 1 

pin.-noos 

r-.  1 Ol  rH 

'O  I <— 

eaii[se>[ojqm9H 

' ' ' - 

r- 

C>  1 1 

ui^’qpiO 

1 1 r.  1 

- 

Cl  1 1 

X^>.VV.IOA[  1 

r-1  1 .-1  1 

OI 

1 r 

\L-uo-aHS'KOM,,v 

11'^ 

- 

Ol  1 1 

qif.aoqsa[i)i)iiv 

1 1 - . 

- 

- 1 1 

uopuo'l 

1 1 F-H  1 

l()OtU0AKl 

r-l  1 M r- 

CO  1 

1 1 1 - 

- 

1-  1 1 

1 1 ^ 1 1 r. 

-M  1 1 

iiuiA  JO  ajsx 

, , , , j , 
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oo 

§ § i 

CO 

A.  Number  of  persons  from  eacli  area 
dealt  with  during  the  year,  at  or 
in  connection witlitlie  out-patient 
clinic  for  the  first  time,  and  found 
to  he  suffering  from — 

Syphilis  

Soft  chancre 

Gonorrhoea  

Conditions  other  than  venereal 

Total 

B.  Total  number  of  attendances  of 

all  patients  residing  in  each 
area  

C.  Ag’gregate  number  of  ‘‘ in-]iatient 

days  ” of  all  patients  residing  in 
each  area  

D.  Number  of  doses  of  apjnoved 

arsenobenzene  conijiounds  given 
in  the  out-iiatient  clinic  and 
in-])atient  department  to  jiatient-s 
residing  in  each  area  

other  infectious  diseases 
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OTHER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  WHICH  ARE  NOTIFIABLE 

The  infectious  diseases  which  (in  addition  to  tuberculosis, 
already  dealt  with)  were  compulsorily  notifiable  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  at  any  time  during  the  past  year  are  set  out  in  Tables  I 1 
and  I 2 below. 


TABLE  I 1 

Infectious  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis  notified  durin?  1035: 
showing  seasonal  incidence 


Disease 

Jan. 

Fel). 

i 

War. 

Apl. 

•May 

1 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

1 

Oct. 

1 1 

Nov. 

1 

Dec. 

Total 

n n 1 y 

j 

1 - 

1 

1 

! 21 

1 1 

Scai'let  fever  

41 

45 

23 

20 

1 21 

20 

14 

19 

33 

33 

33 

323 

Diphtheria  and  iiieiiihra 

i 

nous  croup 

62 

77 

70 

43 

39 

17 

26 

23 

IS 

11 

18 

21 

425 

Erysipelas  

15 

14 

12 

13 

1 9 

6 

3 

6 

6 

1 

12 

4 

104 

Typlius  fever 

— 

— 

— 

Typhoid  fever  

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Continued  fever 

Relapsing  fever  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

; — 

-- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cerel)ro-si)inal  meningitis 

1 

1 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

1 

] 

j 

! 

Polio-encephalitis  (acute) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- 

— 

1 

Poliomyelitis  (acute) 

— 

Puer})eral  ])yrexia 

1 

1 

4 

2 

4 

2 

1 1 

! 4 

2 

1 

3 

4 

29 

Puerperal  fever  

1 

— 

— 

— 



— 

‘ — 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 
Cholera  

— 

~ 

4 

3 

— 

— 

1 1 

1 1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

12 

Pneumonia 

22 

i7 

29 

20 

13 

16 

21 

’ 10 

10 

' 17 

1 

31 

231 

Malaria  

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 



— j 

1 — 

. — 

3 

Dysentery  

— 

' 

1 

Total  

143 

155 

142 

103 

87 

62 

73 

58 

56 

69 

92 

95 

t 

1135 
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TABLE  I 2 


Infectious  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis  notified  during  1935 ; 

showing  ages 


Disease 

iiiid 

1 yr. 

1-2 

yrs. 

2-3 

yrs. 

3-4 

yrs. 

4-.5 

yrs. 

.5-10 

yrs. 

10-15  ' 
yrs. 

1 

15-20 

yrs. 

20-35 

yrs. 

35-45 

yrs. 

45-05 

yrs. 

05  i 
yrs.  i 
‘up  I 

i 

I'utal 

1 

Scarlet  fever  

1 

6 

14 

27 

23 

160 

59 

7 

18 

5 

3 

— 

323 

I)ij)litli(!ria  and  nieinbra- 

nous  crou[)  

12 

11 

27 

32 

27 

ir.6 

89 

27 

28 

10 

r| 

1 

425 

Erysi[)elas  

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

12 

3 

17 

17 

35 

10 

104 

'J’ypluis  fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ty[>lioid  fever  

2 

1 

3 

Continued  fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-- 

— 

— 

Kela[»sing  fever  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Cerel >ro-spinal  meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 1 

Eiuiephalitis  letliargica 

1 

1 

) 

Polio-encei)halitis  (acute) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

i Ui  lU  1 ] 1 y L4  1 bib  ll  . . ... 

Puerperal  )>yrcxia  











_ 

. _ 

9 

21 

4 

1 2 

29 

Puerperal  fever  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 2 

Oplitlialniia  neonatorum 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

12 

niuJpi-n 

1 

Pneumonia 

17 

19 

12 

9 

9 

36 

15 

13 

17 

19 

41 

24 

231 

Malaria  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

( 

3 

Dysentery  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 56 

— 

— 

— 

Total  

43 

37 

5 i 

70 

60 

358 

175 

52 

106 

88 

36 

ill35 

Case-rates  of  certain  diseases. — The  case-rates  of  certain  diseases 
for  Birkenhead,  and  for  England  and  Wales,  per  1,000  living,  are  set 

out  below: Case-rate  per  1,000  living 

Birkenhead  England  and  V ales 

Smallpox  

Scarlet  fever 2.16  2.96 

Diphtheria  2.84  1.60 

Enteric  fever  0.02  0.04 

Erysipelas  0.70  0.42 

Pneumonia  1.54  1.15 

Encephalitis  lethargica. — One  case  was  notified  during  the  year. 

Cerebro-spinal  fever. — One  case  was  notified  during  the  year. 

Smallpox. — No  cases  of  smallpox  were  notified  in  Birkenhead 
during  the  year. 

One  case  of  smallpox  was  notified  in  England  during  the  year ; the 
patient  recovered. 


other  infedims  diseases 

DISINFECTION 
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Books. — 206  Public  Library  books  were  collected  from  infected 
houses  and  disinfected. 

Dwellings. — 551  house-disinfecting  notices  were  served;  628  houses 
or  parts  of  houses  w'ere  disinfected  during  the  year. 

Bedding  and  clothes. — Infected  bedding  and  clothes  were  collected 
from  645  dwellings  and  disinfected.  In  17  further  cases  infected  or 
discarded  bedding  and  clothes  were  destroyed. 

Visits  and  revisits  paid  to  houses,  etc.,  by  the  Infectious  Diseases 

Inspector. — 2,507  visits  and  revisits  to  property  were  made  during  the 
year  in  connection  with  disinfection  after  infectious  diseases  (including 
tuberculosis) . 


VACCINATION 

Public  vaccination. — Information  relative  to  the  number  of 
persons  successfully  vaccinated  and  re-vaccinated  at  the  cost  of  the 
rates  by  the  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Birkenhead  ^Municipal 
Hospital  and  Public  Assistance  Institution  and  the  Public  Vaccinators 
during  the  year  ended  30th  September,  1935,  is  given  below:  — 


Name  of  District 

! 

Name  of  Medical  Officer 
or  Public  Vaccinator 

No.  of  successful  primary  . 
vaccinations  of  persons  : — 

No.  of  success 

ful  re-vaccina- 
tion.s,  i.e  , <*f 
persons  who  hail 
been  success, 
fully  >accinated 
at  some 
jirevious  time 

Under 

1 year  of 
age 

1 year 
and 

upwards 

1 'I'otal 

Birkeiiliead  

Dr.  H.  0.  Pierce 

585 

4 

589 

7 

Tranniere  (and 

Prenton) 

Birkenhead 
Municipal 
Hospital  and 
Institution  

Dr.  H.  L.  Pearson  

Dr.  R.  A.  Grant 

4U 

6 

1 

420 

1 

5 

2 

Total  .. 

90') 

n 

1,010 

14 
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The  following  is  the  latest  completed  information  relative  to 
vaccination  in  the  Borough  and  relates  to  children  wliose  births  were 
registered  from  1st  January  to  81st  December,  1984,  inclusive,  viz.:  — 


1 Birkenhead 
! Uistrict 

Traninere 

Ui.strict 

i’rentoii 

District 

1 

Whole 

1 Borough 

No.  of  births  

1.100 

1,201 

57 

2.658 

Successful Iv  vaccinated  

737 

0f)0 

35 

1,422 

Insusceptible  of  vaccinatioii  

0 

12 



18 

Had  smallpox 

— 

— 



■ 

Number  in  respect  of  whom  statutory  de- 
clarations of  conscientious  objection  have 
been  received  

423 

401 

17 

841 

Died  unvaccinated  

07 

.o9 

o 

128 

Postponements,  removals,  or  cases  not 
found,  etc 

107 

79 

3 

249 

Total  No.  of  certilicates  and  copies  of  cer- 
tificates of  successful  primaiy  vaccination 
of  children  under  14  received  during  the 
calendar  year  1935  

1 

1 

716 

023 

30 

1,369 

No.  of  statutory  declai'ations  of  conscien- 
tious objection  actually  received  by  the 
Vaccination  Ofiicers  irrespective  of  the 
dates  of  birtli  of  the  children  to  which 
they  relate  during  the  calendar  vear 
1935  “ 

420 

3.1.0 

26 

801 

No.  of  cases  successful!}''  vaccinated  after 
the  declaration  of  conscientious  objection 
had  been  made  

i 

1 

1 

No.  of  copies  of  certificates  of  successful 
primary  vaccination  sent  to  Vaccination 
Ofiicers  of  other  districts  during  1935... 

10 

22 

— 

38 

Public  Health  (Smallpox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917. — No 

primary  vaccinations  or  revaccinations  were  performed  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  during  the  year. 


ISSUE  OE  DIPHTHEIHA  ANTITOXIN 

During  the  year,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Diphtheria 
Antitoxin  (outside  London)  Order,  1910,  diphtheria  antitoxin  was  issued 
to  5 medical  practitioners;  a total  of  88,000  units  was  given  out. 

IMMUNISATION  OE  SCHOOL  CHILDBEN 

During  the  year  pamphlets,  pointing  out  the  great  value  of 
immunisation  of  children  against  attacks  of  diphtheria  and  setting  out 
the  facilities  which  existed  in  this  area  for  dealing  with  this  part  of 
preventive  work,  w'ere  distributed  to  the  parents  of  children  attending 
elementary  and  secondary  schools  in  the  Borough. 

In  response  to  the  issue  of  this  pamphlet  the  parents  of  approxi- 
mately 6,000  children  accepted  the  invitation  to  make  use  of  the  facili- 
ties provided  and  made  written  requests  to  have  their  children 
immunised  against  diphtheria.  A small  number  of  parents  later, 
however,  decided  not  to  allow  their  children  to  be  inoculated. 

Eor  the  purpose  of  inoculating  the  children  special  sessions  w*ere 
held  at  the  North  and  South  Health  Clinics  and  in  some  cases  sessions 
were  held  in  the  schools. 
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A total  of  5,146  children  received  the  full  course  of  three 
immunising  injections  and  the  following  table  shows  the  treatment 
carried  out  during  the  year:  — 


l^lace  where  treatment 

No.  of  children  who  received 

No.  of  children 
who  completed 
the  course,  i.e. 

3 Injections 

Total 

was  carried  out 

1 Injection 

2 Injections 

North  Health  Oliriic 

306 

218 

2,988 

3,512 

South  Health  Clinic 

109 

108 

1, 526 

1,743 

Schools  

1.0 

21 

632 

668 

Totals 

430 

347 

5,146 

5,923 

IMMUNISATION  AT  CLINICS  AGAINST  DIPHTHEIUA 

Since  1926  facilities  have  been  offered  to  the  mothers  attending 
the  infant  welfare  clinics  to  have  their  children  immunised  against 
diphtheria. 

During  the  year  ended  dlst  December,  1935,  162  children  were 
presented  at  the  various  clinics  for  the  first  of  a course  of  immunising 
injections.  Of  these,  140  conii)leted  the  course  before  the  end  of  the 
year,  14  had  2 injections  and  8 had  1 injection.  In  addition,  34 
children  whose  treatment  was  commenced  in  1934  were  given  their 
final  injections,  making  a total  of  174  children  completing  the  course 
in  1935.  From  the  date  of  the  commencement  of  the  treatment  in  1926 
until  the  end  of  1935,  972  children  have  received  the  full  course  of  3 or 
more  injections. 

Children  who  have  received  less  than  3 injections  cannot  be  said 
to  have  full  opportunity  of  complete  immunisation.  Experience 
indicates  that  about  80%  of  cases  who  have  had  a full  course  will 
be  immune,  while  the  remaining  20%  may  require  a further  short' 
course  of  treatment. 

Details  of  treatment  carried  out  in  1935  are  set  out  below:  — 


Clinic 

1 

injection 

2 

injections 

3 

or  more 
injections 

1 

Total 

1934 

cases 

completed 

Total 

Hamilton  Square  

2 



49 

51 

24 

75 

North  

— 

2 

S 

10 

3 

13 

South  

5 

S 

45 

5S 

7 

65 

Mount  Grove  ... 

1 

4 

38 

43 

— 

43 

Total  

8 

14 

140 

162 

34 

196 

(Note. — For  immunisation  carried  out  at  the  Fever  Hospital  see  page  48.) 
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Other  infectious  diseases 

HOME  NURSING 

The  arrangement  made  between  the  Corporation  and  the  Birken- 
head District  Nursing  Society,  dating  from  1st  July,  1919,  provides  for 
the  home  nursing  of  cases  of  influenza  and  pneumonia.  During  the  year 
1935  the  Society’s  nurses  paid  828  visits  in  respect  of  50  cases. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  HOSPITAL 

Cases  treated  during  1935. — At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there 
were  87  patients  in  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

During  the  year  there  were  710  patients  admitted  to  the  wards, 
so  that  the  total  number  of  cases  treated  during  1935  was  797.  The 
total  number  of  in-patient  days  in  respect  of  the  cases  admitted  was 
21,310  or  30.0  days  per  patient. 

There  were  736  discharges  and  16  deaths  during  the  year;  leaving 
45  patients  in  hospital  on  31st  December,  1935. 

The  diseases  treated,  together  with  the  sex  of  the  patients  and 
particulars  as  to  recoveries  and  deaths,  are  shown  below: — 


TABLE  I 3 


Patients  sent  in 
as  suffering  from 

In  liospital 
at  beginning 
of  year 

Aclmitted 
(luring  year 

Died 

(luring  year 

Di.scharged 
during  year 

Remaining 
in  hospital  at 
end  of  year 

Scarlet  fever  

7 

119 

1 

1 

114 

11 

F. 

12 

127 

1 

126 

12 

Diphtheria 

...  M. 

32 

200 

6 

i 221 

f) 

F. 

33 

206 

6 

224 

9 

Enteric  fever 

1 

1 

F. 

”l 

1 

2 

Cerehro-spinal  fever  

. . . . ]\f . 

F. 

... 

••• 

Erysipelas  

. ...M. 

1 

7 

r 

F. 

i 

If) 

1 

16 

Measles  

1 

...  1 

10 

1 

5 

4 

F. 

1 

13 

10 

3 

Whoo])!!)"  cough  

2 

2 

F. 

2 

2 

Other  diseases  

3 

2 

1 

F. 

4 

4 

Totals 

87 

710 

16 

736 

45 

OtJcer  infectious  diseases 
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Diphtheria. — The  tyjje  of  dijjhtheria  in  the  earlier  months  of  the 
year  was  rather  severe,  but  v/as  less  severe  in  the  ensuing  months. 
The  value  of  immunisation  has  been  strikingly  demonstrated — the 
percentage  of  previously  immunised  patients  admitted  with  true  diph- 
theria was  fractional. 

Of  406  cases  admitted  to  the  diphtheria  wards,  283  were  finally 
diagnosed  as  suffering  from  diphtheria.  The  addition  of  1 case 
admitted  erroneously  diagnosed  as  scarlet  fever  brings  the  diphtheria 
total  to  284. 

Of  the  remainder  5 were  “ carriers  ” and  118  were  found  to  be 
suffering  from  diseases  other  than  diphtheria  or  from  no  disease.  The 
corrected  diagnoses  in  these  cases  were  as  follows:  tonsillitis  (81), 
scarlet  fever  (11),  laryngitis  (7),  quinsey  (3),  mixed  infection  (2), 
septic  throat  (2),  croup  (1),  influenza  (1),  anaemia  (1),  septicaemia 

(1) ,  bronchitis  (1),  epidemic  catarrhal  jaundice  (1),  measles  (1), 
lobar  pneumonia  (1),  conjunctivitis  (1),  debilitv  (1)  and  no  disease 

(2) - 

There  were  9 deaths  ascribed  to  diphtheria.  The  mortality  calcu- 
lated on  actual  clinical  cases  was  3.2%. 

Of  the  cases  found  not  to  be  suffering  from  dii)litheria  three  died — 
one  a female  aged  31,  suffering  from  septicaemia,  who  died  within  11 
days  of  admission;  one  a male  aged  58  years,  suffering  from  epidemic 
catarrhal  jaundice,  who  died  within  4 days  of  admission;  and  one  male 
aged  8 months,  suffering  from  pneumonia,  who  died  within  14  days  of 
admission. 

Of  the  9 cases  dying  of  diphtheria,  3 died  within  24  liours  of 
admission. 

13  cases  were  admitted  suffering  from  laryngeal  obstruction;  in  1 
of  these  cases  there  \vas  no  clinical  evidence  of  diphtlieria.  Of  the 
remaining  12,  2 died.  The  operation  of  tracheotomy  was  performed 
in  both  of  these  cases. 

T onsillectoviy . — It  was  found  unnecessary  to  perform  this  opera- 
tion on  any  of  the  carriers  encountered  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

Duration  of  illness  before  admission  to  hospital. — The  average 
duration  of  illness  before  admission  was  3.33  days. 


Days  in  hospital. — The  average  length  of  stay  in  hospital  of  all 
cases  suffering  from  diphtheria  was  36.8  days. 

Table  showing  age  and  sex  of  diphtheria  patients:  — 


Age-period  in  years 

0-1 

yrs. 

1-H 

yrs. 

2 + 

yrs. 

34- 

yrs. 

4-f- 

yrs. 

5-9 

yrs. 

10-14 

yrs. 

! ( 

15-19/20-29 
yrs.  ; vrs. 

1 

30-39 

yrs. 

40 -f 
yrs. 

Totals 

Recovered  or  still  in 

M. 

4 

5 

9 

10 

9 

64 

36 

2 

2 

3 

144 

Hospital 

F. 

2 

5 

9 

9 

54 

2S 

13 

8 

1 

2 

131 

Died  

.M. 

1 

2 

1 

4 

F. 

1 

1 

3 

5 

Totals  ... 

4 

8 

14 

19 

20 

123 

65 

15 

10 

4 

2 

2S4 

Hospital  death-rate  3.2  per  cent. 
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Iiiimatiisation. — The  immunisation  of  members  of  the  staff  and 
patients  admitted  suffering  froTti  diseases  other  tlian  dijjlitlieria  has 
been  continued.  In  addition,  other  children  (c.y.,  tlie  l)rothers  and 
sisters  of  ])atients)  have  bee]i  immunised  at  the  request  of  jjarents. 
The  following  table  shows  the  work  done  at  the  hosjatal  during  the 
year  1935. ' This  work  is  also  carried  on  at  the  school  and  child  welfare 
clinics. 


1 

Injection 

Injection.s 

1 

Completely  Im-i 

innnised,  i.e. 
conr.se  of  S i 
Injections 

Total 

19.34  ca.ses 
completed 

j 

'J'otal 

Staff  

8 

8 

8 

( Over  15 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Patients  < 

( 15  & under 

2 

2 

187 

191 

' "4  ‘ 

195 

Totals  

2 

j 

196 

200 

' 4 

204 

i ^ 

1 

It  is  now  the  practice  at  the  hos])ital  to  immunise  patients  and 
the  staff  irrespective  of  Schick  testing. 

In  addition  to  the  cases  mentioned  above  10  cases  were  immunised 
at  the  hospital  during  the  year  by  the  “ one  shot  ” method. 

Scarlet  fever. — There  was  no  alteration  in  the  type  of  scarlet  fever 
as  compared  with  the  preceding  year;  the  disease  being  mild  in 
character.  Only  one  death  occurred  from  the  disease  in  the  hospital. 

During  the  year  there  were  246  cases  admitted  to  the  hospital 
notified  as  suffering  from  scarlet  fever.  The  diagnosis  was  confirmed 
in  218  cases.  The  addition  of  11  cases  erroneously  diagnosed  as 
suffering  from  diphtheria  brings  the  total  to  229. 

The  corrected  diagnoses  in  the  28  mis-diagnosed  cases  were  as 
follows:  tonsillitis  (7),  erythema  (4),  pyrexia  (2),  puerperal  pju'exia 
(1),  whooping  cough  (1),  influenza  (1),  diphtheria  (1),  toxaemia  (1), 
folliculitis  (1),  measles  (1),  common  cold  (1),  puerperal  sepsis  (1), 
and  no  disease  (6) . 

One  male  admitted  as  scarlet  fever  died  from  toxaemia  due  to 
burns.  There  was  one  death  from  scarlet  fever — a female  aged  55 
years.  The  case  mortality  was  0.4%. 

The  following  are  the  principal  complications  which  were  noted:  — 


Late  adenitis  

18  cases 

or  7.8 

Otitis  media  

1 

0.4 

Ehinitis  

18 

7.8 

Nephritis  

3 

1.3 

Arthritis  

3 

1.3 

Otorrhoea  

9 

3.9 

Tonsillitis  

2 

0.8 

Albuminuria  

1 

0.4 

The  average  length  of  stay  in  hospital  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever 
discharged  cured  during  the  year  was  33.1  days. 
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Table  showing  age  and  sex  of  scarlet  fever  patients:  — 


Age-period  in  years 

0-1 

yrs. 

1 + 
yrs. 

2+  ! 
yrs. 

1 

3 + 
yrs. 

4+' 

yrs. 

5-0 

yrs. 

10-14 

yrs. 

15-10  2(}--20  yjf}-30  40  + 
yr.s.  yrs.  yrs.  yi'. 

Totals 

Ptecovercd  or  still  in  m. 

1 1 

1 i 

7 

i 

.51 

20 

2 3 2 ... 

102 

Hospital  ¥. 

2 : 

1 

4 

11  1 

10 ! 

67 

19 

3 4 3 3 

l-_o; 

Died  M. 

r. 

i ■■■ 

i ... 

! ■■■ 

1 

1 

Totals  .. 

i 1 

11 

19 

1 

17 

118 

39 

r>  7 .0  4 

•j29 

Hospital  death-rate  0.4  jjer  cent. 


In  recent  years  very  few  cases  liave  been  classed  as  ‘‘  return 
cases.  In  1935  there  were  no  cases  which  were  regarded  as  “ return 
cases. 

During  the  year  the  practice  of  restricting  the  administration  of 
antitoxin  serum  to  severe  and  complicated  cases  has  been  continued. 

Measles. — 23  cases  were  admitted  dui-ing  the  year  and  the  diag- 
nosis was  confirmed  in  22  of  the  cases.  Tla*  other  case  was  sutlering 
from  broncho  j)neumonia.  There  was  one  death. 


Table  showing  age  and  sex  of  measles  patients:  — 


The  complications  noted  were:  — 

Broncho  pneumonia  2 cases  or  9.1  per  cent. 

Otitis  media  2 ,,  9.1 

Enteritis  1 ,,  4.5 

Adenitis  1 ,,  4.5  ,, 

The  average  duration  of  illness  before  admission  to  hospital  was 
2.3  days. 

The  average  length  of  stay  in  hospital  of  cases  discharged  cured 
was  23.7  days. 
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Erysipelas. — There  were  22  cases  admitted  to  the  wards  notified 
as  suffering  from  erysipelas.  The  diagnosis  was  confirmed  in  20  of  the 
cases.  The  other  two  cases  were  suffering  from  cellulitis  (1)  and 
debility  (1). 


The  majority  of  the  cases  were  facial  in  origin. 

Table  showing  age  and  sex  of  erysipelas  patients:  — 


Enteric  fever. — The  diagnosis  of  enteric  fever  was  confirmed  in  1 
out  of  2 cases  admitted  to  the  wards  notified  as  suffering  from,  or  for 
observation  as  cases  of,  this  disease. 

One  case  sent  in  for  observation  was  found  to  be  suffering  from 
pneumonia. 

The  infecting  organism  in  the  confirmed  case  was  paratyphosus  B. 

Both  .these  cases  recovered. 

Other  Diseases. — Whooping  cough. — There  were  4 patients 
admitted  to  the  wards  suffering  from  whooping  cough  and  discharged 
cured. 

Cliichenpox. — 4 cases  were  admitted  and  discharged  cured. 

Mumps. — One  case  was  admitted,  but  the  diagnosis  was  confirmed 
as  bilateral  abscesses.  The  case  was  discharged  as  cured. 

Hospital  accommodation. — The  existing  cubicle  accommodation 
at  the  hospital  proved  inadequate  throughout  the  year.  The  Health 
Committee  had  under  consideration  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  question 
of  increasing  the  accommodation  by  the  provision  of  an  additional 
cubicle  pavilion. 

Staff. — During  the  year  Dr.  R.  Sandilands  acted  as  Resident 
Medical  Officer.  The  general  health  of  the  staff  was  satisfactory. 
Tests  for  susceptibility  to  scarlet  fever  were  unnecessary,  as  all  new- 
comers to  the  staff  had  already  had  the  disease. 

Training  of  nurses. — Courses  of  instruction  for  the  examinations 
of  the  General  Nursing  Council  have  been  maintained  continuously 
throughout  the  year.  Of  the  7 nurses  who  passed  the  preliminary 
examination  in  1934,  five  presented  themselves  for  the  final  examina- 
tion in  1935 — four  of  them  passed.  Seven  nurses  sat  the  preliminary 
examination  and  six  of  them  passed. 

E.  P.  Smith  memorial  fund. — No  patients  received  assistance  from 
this  fund  during  the  year. 
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MUNICIPAL  LABORATORY 

ADMINISTKATIVE  AKPuAXGEMENTS 

Dr.  J.  Morrison  liitchie  has  been  in  charge  of  the  work  carried 
out  at  the  Municipal  Laboratory  throughout  the  year.  The  staff 
consists  of  Dr.  Ititchie  as  Bacteriologist,  one  senior  and  two  junior 
laboratory  assistants,  and  one  clerk. 

The  work  carried  out  for  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital, 
Thingwall  Sanatorium,  and  Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital  includes 
general  bacteriological,  pathological  and  biochemical  examinations ; 
ward  visits;  lectures  to  nurses,  and  consultations  with  medical  staff. 

The  bacteriological  supervision  of  the  Borough  water  supplies 
is  carried  out  at  the  laborato^^^  Food  poisoning  outbreaks  are 
investigated.  Clinical  material  from  suspected  cases  of  enteric, 
tuberculosis,  typhus,  anthrax,  diphtheria,  etc.,  is  examined.  The  milk 
supply  of  the  Borough  is  kept  under  careful  observation. 

The  number  of  investigations  showed  an  increase  of  218  in  1935, 
as  compared  with  1934 — 15,058  against  14,840. 


EXAMINATIONS  CAEKIED  OUT  AT  THE  LABORATORY 

Examination  of  Clinical  Material. — The  nature  and  number  of 
examinations  of  clinical  material  made  at  the  municipal  laboratory 


during  1935  are  shown  in  the  following  table; — 

Examination  Total 

Sputa  for  B.  tuberculosis  (349  positive)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1737 

Cultures  for  B.  diphtheriae  (575  jjositive)  ...  ...  ...  42(>4 

Diphtheria  virulence  tests  (14  ])Ositive)  ...  ...  ...  -lO 

Blood  tests  (Widal)  against  enterica  group  (7  positive)  ...  37 

Urine  for  B.  typhosus  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Faeces  for  B.  typhosus  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  0 

Smears  for  gonococci  (274  positive)  ...  ...  ...  ...  643 

General  examinations  (1)  Bacteriology  ...  ...  ...  ..  2836 

(2)  Biochemistry  ...  ...  ...  ...  2141 

(3)  Pathology  ...  ...  ...  ...  2561 

Vaccines  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Milk,  graded,  bacterial  counts  of  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  210 

Milk,  samples  for  tubercle  bacilli  (53  positive)  ...  ...  ...  454 

Milk,  other  examinations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Water  examinations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  119 


Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15058 


Bacteriological  examinations  of  water — Examinations  of  the 
Alwen  water  supply  were  carried  out  at  the  laboratoi*;s^  during  the  year ; 
87  complete  bacteriological  examinations  were  made,  samples  being 
taken  from  the  mains,  and  from  the  Alwen  reservoir  before  and 
immediately  after  filtration.  In  addition,  18  specimens  from  the 
public  baths  and  14  from  other  sources  were  examined. 
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Bacteriological  examination  of  milk. — (a)  The  general  bacterio- 
logical examination  of  graded  milks. — During  the  year  the  regular 
bacteriological  examination  of  graded  milks  was  carried  out.  210  samples 
were  examined.  The  work  is  undertaken  primarily  because  of  the  intro- 
duction into  the  Borough  of  “ designated  milks  ” as  laid  down  in  the 
Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1923.  These  milks  are: — 

(1)  Certified  milk. 

(2)  'Grade  A (tuberculin  tested)  milk. 

(3)  Grade  A Milk. 

(4)  Pasteurised  milk. 

The  examination  of  certified  milk  is  carried  out  at  the  request 
of,  and  for,  the  Ministry  of  Health,  who  grant  licences  for  the  produc- 
tion of  this  milk. 

The  Gh’ade  A and  Pasteurised  milks  are  examined  for  the  Cor- 
poration, who  grant  the  licences  for  the  retailing  of  these  classes  of 
milk. 

(b)  The  general  bacteriological  examination  of  'ungraded  milk. 
— Samples  of  ungraded  milk  have  been  examined  from  time  to  time, 
but  no  routine  examination  is  carried  out  on  ordinary  milk,  for  which 
no  standard  of  bacteriological  purity  has  been  laid  down. 

The  routine  examination  of  ordinary  milk  is  very  valuable,  inas- 
much as  it  is  this  milk  which  forms  the  principal  supply  of  a very 
large  section  of  the  community. 

(c)  The  examination  of  ungraded  milk  for  tubercle  bacilli. — 
During  1935,  454  samples  of  ungraded  milk  were  examined  for 
tubercle  bacilli. 

Out  of  these  454  samples,  living  tubercle  bacilli  were  found  in  53.. 
After  making  allowance  for  duplicates  this  means  that  living  tubercle 
bacilli  were  found  in  over  11  per  cent,  of  the  samples  examined.  As 
much  of  the  tuberculosis  found  in  children  is  due  to  such  milk,^  the 
importance  of  this  branch  of  the  work  can  hardly  be  over-emphasised. 

(d)  The  examination  of  dried  milk  for  tubercle  bacilli. — 
Samples  of  dried  milk  issued  at  the  municipal  clinics  are  periodically 
examined  at  the  laboratory  with  a view  to  the  detection  of  the  presence 
of  living  tubercle  bacilli. 

The  following  routine  procedure  is  followed  with  regard  to  the 
bacteriological  examination  of  milk. 

(a)  General  bacteriological  examination 

This  consists  of: — 

(a)  The  enumeration  of  the  micro-organisms  present  per 
cubic  centimetre. 

(b)  Examination  for  the  presence  of  B.  coli  in  specified 
quantities  of  milk. 

1.  Graded  liquid  milks 

Each  supply  is  examined  twice  in  a year — once  in  the 
first  half  year  and  once  in  the  second  half  year.  In 
connection  with  pasteurised  milk  produced  by  a firm  in 
the  Borough,  one  sample  is  examined  monthly. 
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2.  Ungraded  liquid  milks 

Samples  are  exarrjined  from  time  to  time  but  not  at 
regular  intervals.  It  is  intended  that  this  work  should 
be  developed  when  adequate  laboratory  accommodation 
is  provided. 

(b)  Examination  for  tubercle  bacilli 

This  consists  of  an  examination  by  biological  experiment  to  ascer- 
tain whether  living  tubercle  bacilli  are  present. 

1.  Graded  liquid  milks 

Each  supply  is  examined  twice  in  a year — once  in 
the  first  half  year  and  once  in  the  second  half  year.  In 
connection  with  pasteurised  milk  produced  by  a firm  in 
the  Borough,  one  sample  is  examined  monthly. 

2.  Ungraded  liquid  milks 

Milk  from  each  source  of  supply  is  examined  twice 
in  a year — once  in  the  first  half  year  and  once  in  the 
second  half  year. 

3.  Dried  milks 

Two  samples  from  e<ach  source  are  examined  annually, 
one  in  the  first  half  year  and  one  in  the  second  half  year. 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid. — Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  B.  were 
both  present  in  Birkenhead  during  the  year.  As  in  a number  of 
cases  of  typhoid  there  has  been  a history  of  the  patient  having  eaten 
shellfish,  it  is  hoi)ed  that  it  will  be  ])Ossil)le  to  arrange  for  the  routine 
examination  of  shellfish  retailed  in  the  area. 

Food  poisoning. — No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  confirmed  by  the 
Laboratory  during  the  year.  Some  specimens  of  brawn,  peas,  pork 
pie,  and  shrimps  suspected  as  sources  of  illness  were  examined  during 
the  summer,  but  with  negative  results. 

Streptococcal  infections. — As  was  mentioned  in  my  report  for 
1933,  streptococcal  infections  occur  frequently  among  the  general 
population.  In  conjunction  with  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital, 
regular  examinations  of  throat  swabs  are  carried  out  for  the  presence 
of  haemolytic  streptococci.  As  this  organism  is  frequently  found  in 
chronic  catarrhal  conditions,  a number  of  vaccines  have  been  prepared 
and  issued  for  treatment  purposes,  in  many  cases  with  excellent 
results. 

Malaria. — Malaria  was  diagnosed  by  the  Laboratory  on  two 
occasions  during  the  year. 

Veterinary  work. — ^Work  done  in  conjunction  with  the  Veterinary 
Officer  includes,  besides  the  examination  of  milks  for  tuberculosis,  such 
investigations  as  are  necessary  for  the  efficient  maintenance  of  the 
horses  belonging  to  the  Corporation.  While  no  individual  spectacular 
case  occurred  during  1935,  there  is  a considerable  amount  of  steady 
work  done  in  this  connection,  and  consultations  with  the  Veterinary 
Officer  are  frequent. 
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Birkenhead  offers  unrivalled  opportunities  for  the  scientific 
investigation  of  diseased  meat.  Many  samples  are  examined  under 
the  microscope,  and  museum  specimens  are  prepared  from  time  to 
time. 

Lectures. — At  the  Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital,  courses  of  lec- 
tures were  given  to  the  nursing  staff  on  bacteriology,  pathology,  and 
bio-chemistry,  in  connection  with  the  examinations  for  the  State 
Certificate  of  the  General  Nursing  Council. 

Museum. — Interesting  specimens  are  added  to  the  pathological 
museum  from  time  to  time,  which  will  be  of  great  value  for  teaching 
purposes. 

Comparison  with  previous  years. — The  work  of  the  Laboratory 
has  grown  steadily  in  the  past  six  years.  The  number  of  specimens 
examined  in  these  years  was  as  follows: — 

2529,  5896,  9960,  11513,  14840,  15058. 


Details  for  the  past  three  years  are  given  below. 


Nature  of  Specimens. 

v.m 

VJVi 

Sputa  for  B.  tuberculosis 

...  1668 

1886 

1737 

Cultures  for  B.  diphtlieriae 

...  4267 

7221 

4204 

Diphtheria  virulence  tests 

36 

60 

39 

Blood  tests  (agglutination) 

80 

53 

37 

Smears  for  gonocQcci 

. . . 607 

672 

6-43 

General  bacteriological  examinations 

...  2462 

2298 

2863 

General  biochemical  examinations 

...  943 

996 

2141 

General  pathological  examinations 

. . . 663- 

979 

2561 

Vaccines  issued 

99 

61 

50 

Milk,  graded,  bacterial  counts  ... 

194 

142 

210 

Milk,  samples  for  tubercle  bacilli 

...  406 

371 

454 

Water,  bacteriological  examinations 

...  148 

101 

119 

Total  

...  11513 

14840 

15058 

Laboratory  accommodation. — As  previously  stated,  the  present 
premises  are  not  only  inadequate,  but  so  restricted  as  to  interfere 
with  the  efficiency  of  the  work  done.  The  question  of  the  provision 
of  new  premises  has  been  under  consideration  for  a considerable 
period  but  so  far  it  has  not  been  possible  to  proceed  with  the  carrying 
out  of  the  Health  Committee's  proposals. 
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Dr.  R.  A.  Grant,  F.R.C.S.  (Edin.j,  Medical  Sufjerintendent,  has 
been  in  charge  of  the  Hospital  throughout  the  year,  and  has  prepared 
all  the  statistics  relating  to  cases  dealt  with. 

The  services  of  the  following  consultants,  who  were  appointed 
during  the  year  on  the  staff  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  became 
available  for  the  Hospital:  — 

Aurist  and  Laryngologist — Mr.  P.  \V.  Leathart. 

Psychiatrist — Dr.  S.  Barton  Hall. 

Orthopaedic  Surgeon — Mr.  T.  Hartley  ^Martin. 

Obstetric  Surgeon  and  Gynaecologist — Mr.  S.  B.  Herd. 

Ophthalmic  Surgeon — Dr.  D.  L.  Charters  (in  place  of  Dr.  F.  C. 

Pluninier,  resigned) , 

During  the  year  there  was  a considerable  increase  in  the  work  done 
at  the  Hospital,  the  admissions  into  and  births  taking  place  in  the 
Hospital  showing  an  increase  of  518  over  the  jirevious  year. 

The  Continuation  Clinic  was  well  attended  during  the  year,  the 


figures  being  as  follows:  — 

Birkenhead  cases  2,071 

Wallasey  cases  18 

The  above  cases  made  attendances  as  follows:  — 

Birkenhead  cases  5,751 

Wallasey  cases  211 


This  Clinic  serves  a very  useful  purpose;  it  enables  ]>atients  to  be 
discharged  at  an  earlier  date,  and  to  attend  for  continuation  treatment 
as  often  as  the  medical  staff  think  necessary. 

An  arrangement  was  arrived  at  between  the  Health  Committee 
and  the  Public  Assistance  Committee  whereby  many  of  the  chronic 
senile  patients  in  the  Municipal  Hospital  who  do  not  require  active 
medical  treatment  will  be  transferred  to  the  Public  Assistance  Institu- 


tion during  the  coming  year  and  thus  set  free  valuable  accommodation 
which  can  be  used  for  the  treatment  and  care  of  other  cases. 

The  accommodation  of  the  Maternit}^  Block  was  again  severely 
taxed  throughout  the  year,  and  many  cases  were  unable  to  obtain 
admission.  Additional  accommodation  is  urgent!}^  required. 

The  demand  made  on  the  Children’s  Block  for  treatment  of  cases 
of  subnormal  nutrition  continues  to  increase,  and  it  is  possible  that 
some  further  provision  will  require  to  be  made  for  this  ty})e  of  patient. 

It  will  be  noted  that  there  was  a reduction  in  the  total  number  of 
operations  performed  during  the  year.  This  was  due  to  a marked 
diminution  in  the  number  of  operations  carried  out  for  the  removal  of 
enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids. 

We  are  again  indebted  to  the  Merseyside  Blood  Transfusion 
Society  for  their  excellent  services.  During  the  year  25  blood  trans- 
fusions were  performed. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  appointment  of  additional  surgeons  to  the 
Hospital  in  the  special  branches  of  surgery  will  gradually  throw  a 
greater  strain  on  the  present  operating  theatre  which  is  far  from  satis- 
factory. It  may  be  that,  in  the  near  future,  provision  for  a new 
operating  theatre  will  require  to  be  made  at  the  Hospital. 

The  greatest  co-operation  has  existed  between  the  Hospital  and 
other  sections  of  the  Department. 
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TABLE  B.M.H.  1 

Admissions,  births,  discharges  and  deaths,  1935 


ilen 

Women 

1 

Children 

Total 

In  Hosi)ital  at  31.st  December,  1934  

l.o7 

132 

127 

416 

Admissions  : 

From  own  homes  or  otlier  hospitals  

1541 

1862 

900 

4303 

From  Miikenhead  Public  Assistance  Institution 

48 

23 

20 

91 

From  Scattered  Homes  

— 



13 

13 

Pirths  in  Hospital  

— 

— 

364 

364 

Total  cases  dealt  with  

1746 

2017 

' 1424 

5187 

Discharges  : 

To  own  homes  or  other  hos})itals  

1055 

1534 

1141 

3733 

To  Birkenhead  Public  Assistance  Institution  ... 

112 

91 

41 

244 

To  Scattered  Homes  





14 

14 

Deaths  in  Hospital  

379 

256 

109 

744 

Total  discharges  and  deaths  

1546 

1881 

1308 

4735 

Cases  in  hospital,  31st  December,  193.o  

200 

136 

1 116 

4.52 

TABLE  B.M.H.  2 


Surgical  Operations  carried  out,  1935 
Alajor  operations  ])erfornied  under  general 


anaesthesia  (excluding  tonsils  and  adenoids)  952 

Operations  for  tonsils  and  adenoids:  — 

School  medical  service  ...  ...  ...  35 

Other  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

74 

Eye  oj^erations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Nasal  operations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 


1055 


TABLE  B.M.H.  3 
Maternity  Cases  dealt  with,  1935 


Total  No,  of 
wnnen  dealt 
with 

Married 

Single 

Total  No.  of 
children 
dealt  with 

Live 

Births 

Still 

Births 

Cases  dealt  witli  

383 

340 

43 

387 

364 

23 

There  were  five  maternal  deaths  during  the  year. 

Thirty-seven  obstetrical  operations  were  performed  during  1935 
as  against  58  in  1934. 


TABLE  B.M.H.  4 

X-ray  and  ultra  violet  ray  treatment,  1935 


X-ray  examinations  made  of:  — 

Stomach  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  247 

Kidney  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  195 

Chest  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1196 

General  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  652 


2290 
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Attendance 
Treatments 

Patients  to  whom  sunlight  treatment  was  given  7 172 

Patients  to  whom  X-ray  treatment  was  given  ...  25  188 

X-ray  films  used  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5245  — 

Patients  screened  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  887  — 


TABLE  B.M.H.  5 

Ophthalmic  examinations  and  treatment. 

1935 

Patients  seen 

425 

Attendances  made  by  patients  ... 

620 

Spectacles  prescribed 

208 

Spectacles  not  prescribed  ... 

217 

425 

Operations  performed 

6 

TABLE  B.M.H.  13 


Massage,  electrical  and  remedial  exercises  treatment,  PJ35 


Patients  who  received  massage  treatment  ...  ...  72 

Patients  who  received  massage  and  electrical  treatment  14 
Patients  who  received  electrical  treatment  only  ...  53 

Patients  tested  for  electrical  reactions  ...  ...  ...  — 

Patients  treated  by  exercises  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 


154 


TABLE  B.M.H, 

7 

Dental  treatment, 

lOiio 

Patients  examined  ... 

400 

Patients  treated: 

for  extractions 

398 

for  scalings 

0 

400 

TABLE  B.M.H. 

, 8 

Specimens 

sent  to  ]\ruiuci])al 

Laboratory, 

1935 

Bacteriological  specimens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3820 

Biochemical  specimens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20(38 

Pathological  specimens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2352 


8240 

The  total  number  of  specimens  forwarded  to  the  Municipal 
Laboratory  from  the  Hospital  showed  an  increase  of  2,441  over  the 
previous  year. 


TABLE  B.M.H.  9 
Examinations  of  nursing  staff,  1935 


No.  of  Nurses 

No.  of  Nuises 

No.  of  Nurses 

Nature  of  examination 

Avho  sat 

who  passed 

who  failed 

State  Register  Examination  of  General  Nursing 

Council  

21 

20 

1 

Hospital  Final  Examination  

18 

17 

1 
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MENTAL  DEFICIENCY 

ADMINISTKATIVE  AEKANGEMENTS 

Cases  of  mental  deficiency  fall  into  two  categories — 

(a)  Those  which  can  be  dealt  with  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts, 

1913  to  1927;  for  these  the  ^leiital  Deficiency  Acts  Com- 
mittee is  responsible. 

(b)  Those  which  can  be  dealt  with  under  the  Education  Act,  1921 ; 

for  these  the  Education  Committee  is  responsible. 


CASES  COMING  WITHIN  THE  PEOVISIONS  OF  THE  MENTAL 
DEFICIENCY  ACTS,  1913  to  1927 


The  definition  of  cases  coming  within  the  provisions  of  the  above 
Acts  was  given  in  full  in  my  report  for  1930. 

During  the  past  year  32  new  cases  came  under  tlie  care  of  the 
Mental  Deficiency  Acts  Committee. 

3 cases  were  sent  to  institutions  by  judicial  orders. 

1 case  was  ^^laced  under  supervision  ])ending  institutional  vacancies 
arising;  31  cases  were  placed  under  lioine  supervision;  3 cases  died 
during  tlie  year ; 2 cases  were  dischnrged  from  institutions,  and  1 case 
was  discharged  from  Guardianshi]). 

26  first  visits  and  284  re-visits  were  }'aid  to  tlie  homes  of  mental 
defectives  by  the  Health  Nurses. 

At  the  end  of  1935  there  were  under  the  care  of  the  jMental 
Deficiency  Acts  Committee  529  cases,  as  set  out  in  the  following  table: 

In  institutions  (placed  b}^  the  iMental  Deficiency 
Acts  Committee  under  judicial  orders)  — 


Birkenhead  Institution  

Chester  Institution  

Eoyal  Albert  Institution  (Lancaster)  .. 
The  Mary  Dendy  Home  (Cheshire)  .. 

Stoke  Park  Colony  (Bristol)  

Eoyal  Hostel  (Surrey)  

Whittington  Hall  (Chesterfield)  

Cranage  Hall  Certified  Institution  


In 


Assistance  Committee,  or  by  p 
not  under  judicial  order)  — 

Birkenhead  Institution,  etc 

Eoyal  Albert  Institution  (Lancaster) 


Eampton  State  Institution  (placed  by 
Board  of  Control — cases  which  have 
become  too  violent  for  retention  in 


Males 

Females 

Total 

14 

5 

19 

0 

1 

1 

7 

2 

9 

3 

4 

7 

2 

3 

5 

1 

0 

1 

0 

3 

3 

0 

13 

13 

1 

0 

1 

28 

31 

59 

ublic 

mts ; 

1 

2 

3 

5 

1 

6 

6 

3 

9 

2 

1 

3 
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Under  home  supervision — 

[a)  Cases  discharged  from  institutions  ... 
{!))  Cases  whicli  should  be  in  institutions 
(c)  Under  domiciliary  treatment  by 
Public  Assistance  Committee  .... 
{d)  Others  (including  ex-Special  School 

cases,  283  in  numberj  

Under  Ouardianslii2J  


Total 


Males 

Females 

Total 

1 

1 

0 

30 

14 

44 

9 

13 

22 

240 

147 

387 

2 

1 

3 

282 

176 

458 

318 

211 

529 

Scarcity  of  Institutional  accommodation. — From  the  above  table  it 
will  be  seen  that  there  are  at  the  ijresent  time  44  cases  under  home 
supervision  awaiting  institutional  accommodation.  In  addition  there 
are  9 cases  in  institutions  for  whom  j^rovision  sliould  be  made  by  the 
Local  Mental  Deficiency  Authority.  These  are  cases  which  have  been 
placed  at  the  instance  of  the  Public  Assistance  Committee,  parents, 
etc.  It  will  be  noted,  therefore,  tliat  there  is  a total  of  58  cases  as  at 
the  end  of  the  year  19b5  for  whom  institutional  accommodation  should 
be  provided;  the  majority  of  the  cases  being  of  a low  grade  type. 

Eeference  has  been  made  in  previous  years  to  the  difficulties 
experienced  in  obtaining  accommodation  for  these  cases. 

Cranage  Hall  Certified  Institution  was  opened  in  1932  for  the 
reception  of  62  high  grade  feeble-minded  female  patients  over  the  age 
of  16  years  in  the  first  instalment  of  the  accommodation  to  be  jn-ovided 
at  the  Institution.  The  number  of  beds  allocated  to  Birkenhead 
patients  was  16.  13  Jiirkenliead  cases  were  in  the  institution  at  the 

end  of  1935. 

Revision  of  the  register,  etc. — iiuring  the  year,  a comi-lete  revision 
of  the  cases  on  the  register  of  mentally  defective  ijersons  was  carried 
out.  A large  number  of  the  defectives  were  seen  by  the  Consultant 
Psychiatrist  and  reclassified.  New  social  and  medical  forms  were 
brought  into  ot^eratiou  and  it  is  hoped  that,  at  an  early  date,  all  the 
defectives  in  the  area  will  have  been  seen  by  the  C'onsuitant  Psychiatrist 
and  reclassified. 

Occupation  Centre. — An  Occupation  Centre  was  opened  by  the 
Mental  Deficiency  Acts  Committee  on  February  12th  this  year  for  the 
reception  of  cases  who  are  ineducable  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Education  Acts. 

In  1932,  the  Board  of  Education,  noting  that  a certain  number  of 
low-grade  mental  defectives  were  in  attendance  at  the  Education 
Committee’s  Special  School  in  Claughton  Eoad,  urged  the  need  for 
making  separate  provision  for  these  cases  elsewhere.  The  responsi- 
bility for  dealing  with  these  cases  then  devolved  upon  the  IMental 
Deficiency  Acts  Committee,  and  the  provision  of  an  Occupation  Centre 
was  carefully  considered.  In  the  latter  2')art  of  1933  premises  were 
purchased  and  the  Board  of  Control  authorised  accommodation  for  30 
cases. 
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When  the  Centre  was  opened,  children  froni  the  ages  of  7 years  to 
18  years  were  accejjted.  The  number  of  children  on  tlie  register  at  the 
commencement  was  19,  and  in  two  months  time  liad  increased  to  *27. 
The  maximum  number  of  dO  cases  was  attending  the  Occupation 
Centre  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  a higli  daily  attendance  of  22  was 
maintained. 

The  Centre  is  open  on  Mouday  to  Friday  from  10  a.m.  until  4 p.m. 
in  summer  months  aud  until  d.dO  ]).m.  in  winter  months,  dinner  being 
provided. 

The  children  are  instructed  in  liandwork,  singing  and  ijhysical 
exercises.  The  principal  object,  however,  of  the  Occui)ation  Centre  is 
to  enable  the  child  to  adapt  itself  in  the  best  manner  to  its  home 
environment;  detailed  instruction  in  educational  subjects  is  not 
attempted.  Since  the  Centre  started,  considerable  improvement  in  the 
adaptability  of  many  of  the  children  has  been  noted. 

The  staff  of  the  centre  consists  of  a su])ervisor  (Miss  ]f.  Holding) 
and  an  assistant  (Miss  1.  Young),  a guide  who  brings  the  children  to 
the  Centre,  and  a resident  caretaker  and  his  wife.  The  caretaker’s 
wife  carries  out  the  cooking  for  the  children  at  the  Centre. 

Dr.  S.  Barton  Hall,  the  Consultant  Psychiatrist  on  the  staff  of  the 
department,  attended  weekly  at  the  centre  and  made  examinations  of 
all  the  cases  in  attendance  and  also  of  other  cases  which  were  referred 
to  him. 

35  sessions  were  held  during  the  year  and  63  mentally  defective 
persons  (30  males  and  33  females)  were  examined  by  him.  Of  the  63 
cases  13  (6  males  and  7 females)  were  subjected  to  tests  for  their  mental 
age. 

In  addition,  6 other  cases  (3  males  and  3 females)  were  examined 
with  a view  to  their  mental  condition.  These  cases  were  not  mentally 
defective  persons. 

CASES  DEALT  WITH  UNDEB  THE  EDUCATION  ACT,  1921 

The  definition  of  cases  coming  within  the  provisions  of  the  above 
Act  was  set  out  in  my  annual  report  for  1930. 

CASES  COMING  WITHIN  THE  PEOVISIONS  OF  THE 
BLIND  PEESONS  ACT,  1920 

The  following  classes  of  persons  are  included  in  the  category  of 
mental  defectives  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Blind  Persons  Act,  1920: — 

Blind  persons  suffering  from  epilepsy,  fits  or  nervous  disability. 


Welfare  of  the  blind 
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WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND 


GENERAL  FACTS  REGARDING  BLIND  PERSONS  IN 
BIRKENHEAD 


Number  and  ages  of  blind  persons.- 

-The  total  number  of  blind 

persons  in  Birkenhead  coming  within  the  scope  of  the 

Blind  Persons 

Act,  1920,  on  31st  December,  1935, 
and  132  females. 

was  29' 

r ; of  these  1 

95  were  males 

Age.  M. 

F. 

Total. 

CV—  1 — 

— 

— 

1-^5  — 

1 

1 

5— IG  4 

2 

G 

10—21  7 

1 

8 

21—40  23 

14 

37 

40—r>0  10 

11 

30 

39 

38 

77 

6.7—70  28 

17 

45 

70  and  over  ...  45 

48 

93 

1G5 

132 

297 

The  ascertained  causes  of  blindness  are 

as  follows: 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Cataract  only  

48 

33 

81 

Cataract  and  Tnyoi)ia 

4 

4 

8 

Cataract  and  glaucoma  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Cataract  and  other  defects 

8 

8 

IG 

Glaucoma  only  

15 

13 

28 

Myopia  only  

14 

15 

29 

Corneal  obstruction  

15 

22 

37 

Other  causes  

()0 

3G 

9G 

1G5 

132 

297 

Blind  persons  who  are  otherwise  defective. — Forty-tliree  of  tlie 
blind  persons  on  tlie  register  were  handicapped  in  addition  by  other 


physical  or  mental  defects: — 

I\I. 

F. 

Total 

Mentally  defectiye 

G 

4 

10 

Deaf 

9 

4 

13 

Deaf  and  dumb 

1 

1 

2 

Otherwise  physically  defectiye 

12 

G 

18 

28 

15 

43 

Children  under  16  years  of  age. — ^These  nnmbered  7 : 4 boys  and 
3 girls.  4 boys  and  2 girls  were  attending  schools  for  the  blind ; 1 girl 
was  in  a Sunshine  Home  for  Blind  Children. 
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Conditions  as  regards  employment. — The  following  table  shows  the 
position  of  blind  persons  in  the  area  over  the  age  of  16  with  reference 


to  employment: — 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Employed 

...  18 

2 

20 

Trained  but  unemployed 

...  1 

3 

4 

Under  training 

9 

3 

12 

Not  trained,  but  probably 
trainable 

0 

4 

10 

Probably  unemployable 

...  127 

117 

...  244 

161 

..  129 

...  290 

The  occupations  of  the  employed  blind  in  the 
follows: — 


M. 


Agents,  collectors,  etc. 

Basket  & cane  workers,  brush  makers, 
mat  makers 
Newsvendor 
Tuners 

Miscellaneous  


2 

11 

1 

2 

2 


area 

F. 

1 

1 


were  as 

Total. 

2 

12 

1 

2 

3 


18  2 20 


Home  Teachers.- — ^Miss  Gourlay  paid  1,052  visits  to  blind  persons, 
including  200  visits  for  the  purpose  of  teaching  Braille,  Moon  or 
handicrafts. 

Miss  C.  S.  Jones,  who  was  appointed  as  second  Home  Teacher 
and  who  took  up  her  duties  on  the  11th  November,  paid  147  visits  to 
blind  persons,  including  11  visits  for  the  purpose  of  teaching  Braille, 
Moon  or  handicrafts.. 

Meetings  of  the  occupation  class  were  held  on  41  occasions. 

Seven  social  evenings  were  arranged:  these  were  held  at  the  North 
and  South  Health  Clinics  respectively. 

Home  Yisiting  by  Health  Nurses — The  Health  Nurses  paid  21 
first  visits  and  8 revisits  to  blind  persons  in  the  area. 

Financial  assistance  to  blind  persons At  the  end  of  the  year  203 

blind  persons  (113  males  and  90  females)  were  in  receipt  of  financial 
assistance  under  the  scheme  of  the  Council  for  the  Welfare  oi  the 
Blind. 


Housing  awl  general  sanitation 
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HOUSING  AND  GENERAL  SANITATION 


ADMINISTRATIVE  ARRANGEMENTS 

The  staff  engaged  on  the  work  of  housing  and  general  sanitary 
inspection  consisted,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  of  the  Chief  Inspector, 
one  housing  inspector,  eight  sanitary  inspectors,  and  one  sanitary 
inspector’s  assistant. 

The  eight  sanitary  inspectors  and  the  assistant  inspector  are 
required  to  devote  approximately  half  their  time  to  the  work  of  housing 
inspection. 


GENERAL 

Area  of  the  Borough — The  area  of  the  Borough  (land  and  inland 
water)  is  8,598  statute  acres.  Tliis  area  is  largel}*  built  over,  or  other- 
wise occupied,  by  domestic  buildings,  docks,  factories,  railway  stations, 
and  sidings,  etc. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  Borough — The  approximate 
number  of  dwelling  houses  of  all  descriptions  within  the  Borough, 
excluding  institutions,  on  31st  December,  1935,  was  3‘2,*2”29. 

Number  of  other  buildings  in  the  Borough — The  approximate 
number  of  other  buildings  within  the  Borough,  on  31st  December, 
1935,  was  5,635. 

New  dwellings  erected,  1921-1935. — The  new  dwellings  erected  in 
the  Borough  between  the  date  of  the  1921  census  and  the  end  of  1935 
were  as  follows: — 

(1)  Between  the  date  of  the  1921  census  and  31st  December, 
1934— 

{a)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Hous- 


ing Acts,  1919-1925 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  2539 

(ii)  Bv  other  bodies  or  persons  609 

(/;)  Other  ...“1 1763 

4911 

(2)  During  1935— 


{a)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Hous- 


ing Acts,  1919-1925 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  336 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  0 

{h)  Other  475 

811 


Total  5722 


No  houses  were  erected  during  the  year  which  did  not  comply  with 
the  building  byelaws. 
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Uninhabited  property.— The  following  is  a return  of  uninhabited 
property  in  Birkenhead  on  tlie  dlst  December,  19d5:  — 


J^rivate 

houses 

1 Shops 

Cottages 

Dock 

Cottages 

1 

Total 

Birkenhead  

37 

91 

128 

237 

Claughton,  Oxtoii  and  Bidston  

204 

! 33 

Tranmere,  Rock  Ferry,  Pi-enton, 
Landican  and  Tliingwall  

240 

1 39 

279 

Upton,  Woodcliurch,  etc 

89 

1 

91 

Total 

o 

o 

104 

1 1 

735 

The  total  uninhabited  and  unoccupied  property  on  31st  December 
1934,  was  518,  so  that  there  was  an  increase  of  217  at  the  end  of  1935 
as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 


ADMINISTEATIVE  ACTION  TAKEN  IN  CONNECTION  WITH 
HOUSING  AND  GENEEAL  SANITATION 

(a)  Housing:  action  taken  under  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts 

During  the  twelve  niontlis  ending  December  31st,  1935,  the 
following  work  was  carried  out  by  the  department  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  iVcts,  and  Eegulations: — 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 


Housing  Acts)  9018 

(5)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  53470 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 

Eegulations,  1925  1504 

(h)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  j^^irpose  15137 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  467 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  1057 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

formal  notices: — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  — 

3.  Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year:— 

A. — Proceedings  under  Sections  17 ^ 18  and  23  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1930: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  1057 
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(2)  Number  of  (Iwolling-liouses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices; — 

{a)  Jjy  owners  

[tj)  lly  local  autliority  in  default  of  owners  

\j.  — Proceedings  under  Pidjlic  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 


remedied  dd<G 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  owners  3299 

(h)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  

C.-- Proceedings  under  Sections  10  and  21  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1930  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwell ing-liouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Drders  were  made  05 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  44 

D — Proceedings  under  Section  20  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made  

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having 
been  rendered  lit  — 

E.  — Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing  Act,  1925  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

{a)  By  owners  — 

(h)  By  local  authoi’ity  in  default  of  owners  — 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance 
of  declarations  b}^  owners  of  intention  to  close  — 

F.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14,  and  15,  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1925: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  tit  — 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  — 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursu- 

ance of  Demolition  Orders  — 

Note. — Sections  11  to  15  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925,  have  been 
repealed  by  the  Housing  Act,  1930,  but  the  proviso  to  Section  64  of 
the  Act  of  1930  continues  in  force  any  Closing  Orders  and  Demolition 
Orders  made  before  the  operation  of  the  Act  (15th  August,  1930),  and 
houses  subject  to  those  Orders  must  continue  to  be  dealt  with  under 
the  relative  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1925. 
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{h)  Housing*,  actual  defects  in  domestic  dwellings  dealt  with  under 

(a)  above 

The  following  is  a summary  of  improvements  effected  at 
dwelling-houses  during  the  year  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing 
and  Public  Health  Acts. — 


General  Repairs — 

Koofs  repaired  1261 

Chimney  stacks  pointed  or 

repaired  348 

Rainwater  gutters  repaired  or 

renewed  589 

Down  spouts  repaired  or  re- 
newed   400 

Down  spouts  disconnected 

from  drains 51 

Walls  pointed  or  repaired  ...1875 

Lighting  improved  67 

Ventilation  improved  194 

Windows  repaired  797 

New  sash  cords  provided  ...1817 
Window  fasteners  renewed...  612 

Windows  made  to  open  321 

Firegrates  repainal  859 

Ovens  repaired  oi- renewed  ...  229 
Plastering  to  firegrates  re- 
paired   582 

Hearthstones  repaired  or  re- 
newed   229 

Floors  relaid  or  repaired 1476 

Skirting  hoards  repaired  or 

renewed  268 

Wall  plaster  repaired  2094 

Ceiling  plaster  repaired  941 

Walls  cleansed  315 

Ceilings  cleansed  140 

Doors  repaired 874 

Door  fasteners  repaired  or  re- 
newed   1284 

Sinks  repaired  or  renewed  ...  310 
Sink  waste  pipes  repaired  ...  460 
Sink  waste  pipes  trapped  ...  204 
Washing  boilers  repaired  ...  334 
Washing  boilers — new  pans 

provided  73 

Washing  boilers — firegrates 

repaired  244 

Washing  boilers — flues  repaired  87 

Dampness  remedied  489 

N uisances  from  animals  abated  3 8 
Yard  surfaces  relaid  or  re- 
paired   853 

Yard  surfaces  — proper  means 
of  drainage  provided  


Sufficient  water  su})ply  pro- 
vided   22 

Drainage — 

New  drains  constructed  35 

Old  drains  reconstructed 79 

Drains  repaired  157 

Drains  di.sconnocted  from 

sewer  4 

Drains — inspection  chambers 

provided  11 

Drains  ventilated  17 

Drains  cleansed  563 

Sel  f-cl  ean  si  ng  gu  1 1 i es  j »ro  v ided  7 1 


Number  of  excavations  made 
for  the  ])urpose  of  testing 
the  condition  of  house 

drains  105 

Number  of  smoke  t(.‘sts  ap- 
plied to  drains  of  hou.ses 
reconstructed  under  the 
supervision  of  this  depart- 


ment  511 

Number  of  water  tests  a])plied 
to  drains  86 


Number  of  smoke  tests  ap- 
plied to  the  drains  of  new 
houses,  ill  conjunction  with 
the  Borough  Engineer  and 


Surveyor’s  department  ...  777 
Wat&i'  closets — 

Roofs  repaired 435 

AYalls  repaired 453 

New  basins  fixed 211 

Connections  repaired  496 

Cisterns  repaired  or  renewed.  193 

New  flush  pipes  fixed  18 

Provided  with  a sufficient 

supply  of  w'ater  100 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  ...  390 
Seats  repaired  or  renewed...  114 
Ashpits — 

Provided  with  doors  — 

Abolished 21 

Ashbins  provided 696 

Miscellaneous — 

(not  included  above)  2250 
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ic)  Slum  clearance  schemes 

On  representations  made  by  the  i\fedical  Officer  of  Health,  six 
clearance  areas  were  made  by  the  Council  on  the  4th  December,  1935, 
under  Part  1 of  the  Housing  Act,  1930,  in  respect  of  the  houses  recorded 
in  the  table  below.  These  clearance  orders  have  been  submitted  to  the 
Minister  of  Health  for  confirmation. 


No. 

of 

area 

Name  of  area 

Description  of  houses  in  area 

No.  of 
house.s 

No  of 
inhabi- 
tants 

27 

Myrtle  Court  .. 

Nos.  1,  3,  5,  7,  9,  11,  13,  2,  4,  6,  8,  10 
and  12 

13 

89 

28 

Oak  Street  

No.s.  13,  17,  21,  23,  25,  27,  29  31, 

33,  35,  4,  6.  8,  10,  12,  14,  16,  18, 

20,  22,  24,  26,  28,  30,  32,  34,  36, 

38,  40,  42,  44  and  46 

33 

161 

29 

Eldon  Plaee 

Nos.  7,  9,  11,  13,  15.  17,  39,  21,  23,  , 

25,  27,  29,  4,  6,  8,  10,  12,  14,  16,  1 

18,  20,  22,  24,  26,  28,  30  and  32 

1 

27 

219 

30 

Brook  Place  . . 

No.s.  3,  5,  7,  9,  11,  4,  C,  8,  10  12, 

14,  16,  18,  20  and  22 

15 

85 

31 

Chapel  Square  ... 

Nos.  1,  3,  5,  7,  9,  2,  4,  6,  8,  and  ' 

10,  Chapel  Square. 

Nos.  13  and  15,  Walker  Street  ] 

Nos.  1,  2 and  3,  Chapel  Place 

: 15 

S7 

32 

Wood  Street  ... 

Nos.  19,  21,  2,  4,  6,  8,  10,  12  14,  16, 

18,  20,  22,  24  and  26 

15 

72 

Totals  

US 

716 

The  total  number  of  houses  which  have  been  demolished  in  respect 
of  the  20  clearance  orders  detailed  in  last  year’s  report  is  2S7. 

The  total  number  of  new  houses  aud  ilats  erected  by  the 
Corporation  for  rehousing  under  Slum  Clearauee  Schemes  (20  areas  as 
above)  was  510. 

The  total  number  of  persons  rehoused  was  2,348. 

The  total  number  of  jiersons  who  found  their  own  rehousing 
accommodation  was  233. 
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{d)  General  sanitation  exclusive  of  housing 

The  following  shows,  in  summarised  form,  the  work  carried  out 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspection  staff  in  connection  with  matters  other 
than  the  condition  of  domestic  dwellings: — 

Number  of  smoke  observations  taken  50 

Number  of  smoke  nuisances  from  factory  and  other 

chimneys  reported  to  the  Health  Committee  — 

Number  of  schools  specially  examined  by  the  sanitary 

inspectors  28 

Number  of  cowsheds  inspected  05 

Number  of  inspections. .of  dairies  and  milkshops  G17 

Number  of  insjjections  re  offensive  trades  285 

Number  of  sewer  ventilators  ins])ected  5G 

Number  of  street  gullies  inspected  G5' 

Number  of  caravans  inspected  80 

Number  of  caravans  re-inspected  14G 

Number  of  back  passages  inspected  105 

Number  of  investigations  regarding  tlie  keeping  of 

pigs,  fowls,  and  other  animals  57 

Miscellaneous  inspections  (not  included  above)  1081 

(c)  Theatres,  Music  Halls,  &c 

(Ministry  of  Health  Circular  No.  120,  dated  25th  August,  1020) 

71  visits  were  made  to  theatres,  music  balls  and  other  places  of 
entertainment,  with  a view  to  ascertaining  whether  conditions  as  to 
ventilation,  structure  of  dressing  rooms,  See.,  were  satisfactory. 

(/)  Rats  and  mice 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  district 
inspectors  under  the  provisions  of  the  Hats  and  i\Iice  (Destruction) 


Act,  1919:  — 

No.  of  premises  inspected  308 

No.  of  visits  and  re-visits  812 

No.  of  notices  served  on  occupiers  249 

No.  of  notices  served  on  owners  18G 

No.  of  premises  satisfactorily  dealt  with  294 

No.  of  premises  still  under  observation  or  where  work 
is  being  carried  out  14 


(g)  Inspection  of  lodging  houses,  &c. 

During  the  year  the  inspector  of  common  lodging  houses,  &c.,  paid 
regular  visits  to  common  lodging  houses,  and  houses  let  in  lodgings 


and  to  the  Corporation  tenement  dwellings. 

Registered  common  lodging  houses  (8  in  number)  : 

Day  inspections  9G8 

Night  inspections  28 

Insanitary  conditions  reported  and  dealt  with  14 

Houses  let  in  lodgings  (333  in  number)  : 

Day  inspections  1483 

Night  inspections  — 

Insanitary  conditions  reported  and  dealt  with  72 

Corporation  tenement  dwellings  (132  in  number)  : 

Number  of  visits  177G 

Insanitary  conditions  reported  and  dealt  with  27 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

FACTOEY  AND  WOEKSHOP  ACTS,  1901  AND  1907 

The  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901  (s.  132),  requires  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  in  his  annual  report  to  the  Council  to  report 
sj-ecifically  on  the  administration  of  that  Act  in  workshops  and  work- 
places. The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the 
year. 


1. — Inspection  of  factories,  workshops  and  workplaces 


Xo.  of 

Premises 

Inspections  Written  notices  Prosecutions 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)  

2 i — — 

Worksho])S  (including  Woiksliop  Laundries)  ... 

1 So  7 — 

Workplaces  (other  tlian  Outworkersq)remtses)... 

13  ' — — 

Total 

noi  7 — 

: 

2. — Defects  found  in  factories,  workshops  and  workplaces 


Xo.  of  defects 

Xumher 

Referred 

of 

Found 

Remedied 

, to  H..M. 

1 Inspector 

prosecutions 

24 

24 

1 

! 

! - 

0 

9 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 1 1 

1 1 1 

8 

8 

— 

— 

42 

42 

— 

— 

Particul.ars 


Nuisances  under  the  rahlic  Health  Acts 

Want  of  cleanliness  

Want  of  ventilation 

Overcrowding  

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  

Other  nuisances 

Sanitary  accommodation — 

Insuflicient 

Unsuitable  or  defective  

Not  separate  for  sexes  

Offences  under  the  Factory  ti'  JF orkshops' Acts- 
Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bake- 
house (s.  101) 

Other  offences  

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork  and 
offences  under  the  Sections  mentioned  in  the 
Schedule  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Factories 
and  Workshops  Transfer  of  Powers)  Order, 
1921.) 

Total 


‘Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7 and  8 of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  as 
remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
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Home  work, — Lists  were  received  from  employers  as  follows:  — 

From  employers  sending  twice  in  the  year — 4 lists  (8  workmen). 
From  employers  sending  once  in  the  year — 8 lists  (2  contractors, 
G workmen) . 

In  each  case  the  work  handled  was  the  making  of  wearing  apparel. 
Registered  workshops. — Tlie  workshops  on  the  register  at  the  end 


of  the  year  were:  — 

Bakehouses  50 

Confectioners  88 

Boot  repairers  82 

Cabinet  making  and  iipliolstery  15 

Dressmaking  11 

Millinery  G 

Tailoring  21 

Laundries  15 

Joinery  and  carpentry  9 

Saddlery  and  harness  making  G 

Smiths  8 

Wagon  repairers  4 

Motor  and  cycle  rei)airers  8 

Other  worksho2)s  24 


247 


Other  matters. 

Worksho2:)S  removed  from  the  register  5G 

New  worksho2)S  opened  and  2)laced  on  register  8 

Underground  bakehouses  discontinued  — 

Number  of  underground  bakehouses  on  the  register 

at  the  end  of  the  year 20 

Instances  of  failure  to  affix  abstract  dealt  with  1 


RAG  FLOCK  ACT,  1911 

Pursuant  to  the  jirovisions  of  the  above  Act,  14  visits  were  made. 
At  the  time  of  these  visits  the  rag  flock  being  used  or  stored  on 
the  2)remises  was  to  all  a^^pearance  in  a satisfactory  condition;  no 
samjoles  were,  therefore,  taken  for  the  j^urj^ose  of  analysis. 

POISONS  AND  PHARMACY  ACT,  1908,  AND  ORDERS,  1909 

Visits  were  made  to  3 shops  and  premises  in  the  Borough,  in 
which  insecticides  containing  poison  were  likely  to  be  kept  for  sale, 
but  no  infringement  of  the  Act  was  reported. 
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HEALTH  EDUCATION 


No  further  dcvelopineiits  took  place  during  the  year  in  regard  to 
the  proposed  formation  of  the  Cheshire  Joint  Coininittee  for  Health 
Education. 

In  May  the  film  entitled  “ Shall  the  Children  Pay?”,  which  was 
sponsored  by  the  Eritish  Social  Hygiene  Council,  was  shown  for  three 
days  at  a local  cinema  and  attracted  large  audiences.  A leaflet  con- 
taining a conjmendation  of  the  film  by  the  ^ledical  Officer  of  Health 
was  circulated  by  the  management. 

The  Dental  Board  of  the  United  Kingdom  held  demonstrations 
covering  the  greater  jiart  of  a week  in  the  North  and  South  Clinics  and 
in  two  or  three  of  the  central  schools.  A total  of  ap-i-roximately  three 
thousand  senior  school  children  attended  the  demonstrations. 

A total  of  seven  lectures  was  given  by  various  members  of  the 
staff  to  Women’s  Guilds,  Parent-Teacher  Associations,  etc. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 


ADMINISTKATIVE  AKKANGE.MENTS 

Infant  welfare  and  postnatal  clinics  are  lield  at  Hamilton  Square, 
Mount  Grove,  the  North  Health  Clinic  in  Park  Poad  West,  and  the 
South  Health  Clinic  in  Hedford  Avenue.  The  Haniilton  Square  Clinic 
was  opened  in  191(3 ; the  Mount  Grove  Clinic  in  1929  ; the  North  Health 
Clinic  at  the  end  of  1929;  aial  the  South  Health  Clinic  in  Heceinbcr, 
1994. 

Staff. — The  executive  staff  engaged  on  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  work  at  the  end  of  the  year  consisted  of  Dr.  Deacon  (Hamilton 
Square  antenatal  and  ])ostnatal  clinics)  ; Dr.  Williams  (North  ante- 
natal and  postnatal  clinics)  ; Dr.  Sandilands  (Mount  Grove  postnatal 
clinic)  ; Dr.  Muir  (South  postnatal  clinic)  ; and  Mr.  Herd  (South  ant(‘- 
iiatal  clinic). 

Dr.  Mary  Deacon  continued  to  aid  as  Inspector  of  Midwives.  i\Iiss 
E.  A.  Smith  resigned  her  i)Ost  as  Assistant  Ins]jector  of  Midwives  in 
October  and  was  succeeded  by  Aliss  i\I.  M.  Graham. 

In  addition  to  the  i)art-tiine  services  of  the  Chief  Health  Nurse 
and  the  whole-time  services  of  the  Assistant  Insj^ector  of  i\Iid wives, 
the  equivalent  of  the  whole  time  of  eight  nurses  was  available  for 
maternity  and  child  welfare  work  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  services  of  the  Consultant  Obstetrician  and  Gynaecologist 
(Air.  Herd),  who  joined  the  staff  of  the  de[)artnient  in  December,  are 
available  for  difficult  cases  sent  by  the  Assistant  Aledical  Officers  from 
the  various  clinics,  and  by  medical  ^Jractitioners  in  the  area. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPEEVISION  OF  AIIDWIVES 

Work  under  this  section  is  concerned  with  the  administration  of 
the  Alidwives  and  Alaternity  Homes  Acts,  1902  to  1926;  the  visiting  of 
the  homes  of  inidwiA-es,  inspecting  their  instruments,  etc.,  advising 
them  on  the  details  of  their  work  and  on  their  duties  as  set  out  in  the 
above  Acts,  and  in  the  rules  issued  by  the  Central  Alidwives  Board. 

Number  of  midwives. — During  the  year  1995,  63  midwives  (ex- 
cluding those  on  the  staff  of  the  Birkenhead  Alunicipal  Hospital — 23  in 
number)  entered  their  names  on  the  local  register  as  practising  in  the 
Borough.  6 midwives  left  the  district. 

Of  the  63  midwives,  61  were  trained  and  2 untrained. 

Number  of  cases  attended  by  midwives. — The  cases  attended  by 
midwives  alone  (no  doctor  being  in  attendance)  numbered  2,087 ; three- 
quarters  of  the  total  births  in  the  Borough. 

Visits  of  inspection. — The  Assistant  Inspector  of  Alidwives  paid 
97  quarterly  and  22  special  visits  of  inspection.  She  also  paid  87 
visits  to  the  homes  of  midwives,  but  was  unable  to  obtain  access. 


Maternify  and  rhihl  icelfare 


73 


% 


Interviews  in  office. — 20  interviews  between  Hiidwives  and  the 
Assistant  Inspector  of  AJidwives  took  place  durinp  the  year. 

Cases  of  puerperal  fever  and  puerperal  pyrexia  in  practice  of 

midwives. — 14  visits  were  made  to  12  cases  of  puerperal  fever  and 
puerperal  pyrexia. 

Cases  requiring  medical  help. — 521  cases  were  notified  by  midwives 
in  which  medical  aid  had  been  called  in,  as  against  020  last  year.  4<jl 
visits  were  inade  regarding  cases  requiring  medical  hel]>. 

Notifications  received  from  midwives. — ‘10  cases  of  stillbirths  were 
notified;  18  cases  were  notified  of  infants  receiving  artificial  feeding; 
7 cases  were  notified  iu  which  a death  had  occurred  in  the  ju’actice  of 
a midwife;  0 intimatioiis  of  having  laid  out  dead  bodies  were  received. 

Supply  of  silver  nitrate  to  midwives. — Supplies  of  a colloid 
preparation  of  silver  nitrate  are  issued  to  midwi\es  at  cost  i*rice.  No 
request  was  made  for  this  during  the  year. 

Ophthalmia  neonartorum. — 12  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 


Notified 

Treated 
at  home 

Treated 
in  hospital 

Still  under 

Vision  treatment 

unimpaired  at  end  of  year 

Death.-* 

12 

7 

1 r, 

i 

11  1 

1 

i ~ 

Employment  of,  or  subsidy  to,  practising  midwives  by  the  local 
authority. — ^No  practising  midwives  (except  those  on  the  staff  of  the 
Municipal  Hospital)  are  employed  or  subsidised  by  the  Birkenhead 
Local  Supervising  Authority. 


HOME  VISITING  OE  EXPECTANT  ^lOTHPES,  MOTHEPS,  AND 

YOUNG  CHILDEEN 

Home  visiting. — The  following  is  a summary  of  the  visits  })aid  by 
the  health  nurses  in  connection  with  expectant  mothers,  mothers,  and 
young  children : — 

2341  routine  first  visits  were  })aid  to  infants. 

3761  routine  revisits  were  paid  to  infants  under  1 year. 

9734  routine  visits  were  paid  to  cliildren  over  1 year  and 
under  5 years  old. 

24  first  visits  and  1 revisit  were  ])aid  in  connection  with 
the  investigation  of  stillbirths. 

9 cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  were  visited  and  kept 
under  supervision. 

215  first  visits  were  paid  to  expectant  mothers. 

41  revisits  were  paid  to  ex])ectant  mothers. 

Ill  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  deaths  of  infants. 

878  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  miscellaneous 
matters. 

2277  visits  were  made  in  which  no  access  could  be  obtained. 
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POSTNATAL  CLINICS 


At  the  end  of  the  year  the  postnatal  clinics  were  being  held  as 
follows:  — 

Hamilton  Square  clinic:  Holiday  and  Wednesday  afternoons, 
2 to  5 

South  clinic:  Tuesday  and  Thursday  afternoons,  2 to  5 jriu. 
Mount  Grove  clinic:  Priday  afternoon,  2 to  5 p.m. 

North  clinic:  Wednesday  and  Tliiirsday  afternoons,  2 to  d p.iii. 

The  following  table  gives  an  indication  of  the  work  done  at  the 
clinics  during  the  year:  — 


Ifamilton  Sq. 

South 

Mount  firove 

North 

Totals 

(99  sessions) 

(106  Sessions) 

(49  sessions) 

(lOti  sessions) 

Isb 

Re- 

1st 

Re- 

1st Re- 

1st 

Re- 

1st 

1 Re- 

visits 

visits 

visits 

visits 

visits  visits 

visits 

visits 

visits 

1 visits 

1 

Attendances  made 

by  infants  under 
12  months  

30:i 

4863 

403 

4109 

151  1386 

323 

4766 

1 1180 

j 15424 

Attendances  made 

j 

by  children 
aged  1 — 2 years 

20 

330 

53 

630 

15  153 

20 

848 

108 

, 1961 

Attendances  made 

1 

1 

by  children 
aged  2 — 5 years 

* 18 

78 

120 

443 

20  135 

28 

580 

196 

1 

1 1236 

1 

Total 

1484 

18621 

Examinations  of 

children  b y 

Doctor  

312 

2723 

546 

2881 

167  630 

349 

3105 

1374 

9339 

Yoluntary  workers. — I have  again  to  express  api)reciation  of  the 
valuable  services  given  at  the  various  clinics  by  voluntary  workers, 
who  gave  up  a great  deal  of  their  time  for  this  purpose. 

Supply  of  Milk. — Dried  milk  was  sold  at  the  clinics  to  suitable 
cases. 

During  the  year  supplies  of  milk  were  given  free  under  the  Milk 
(Alothers  and  Children)  Order,  1921,  to 

190  nursing  mothers, 

415  children  and 

339  expectant  mothers. 

Milk  is  given  only  to — 

{a)  Nursing  mothers  who  are  actually  suckling  their  children; 

(5)  Expectant  mothers  in  the  last  three  months  (usually)  of 
|>regnancy ; 

(c)  Children  up  to  nine  months  whose  mothers  are  unable 
to  nurse  them; 

and  to  these  only  when  the  doctors  at  the  clinics  have  satisfied  them- 
selves, by  medical  examination  of  the  cases  on  whose  behalf  the 
applications  have  been  made,  that  the  supply  is  essential  on  grounds 
of  health. 
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ANTENATAL  CLINICS 

Autciiatal  clinics  were  held  throughout  the  year,  twice  weekly  at 
Hamilton  Square,  and  once  weekly  at  the  North  Clinic.  An  antenatal 
clinic  was  opened  at  the  South  CJinic  on  tlie  11th  Deceniher,  t\v<j 
sessions  being  held.  Clinics  were  held  f>n  147  occasions;  the  nunihcr 
of  jjatients  dealt  with  being  911  and  the  total  numher  of  attendancr.'^ 
made  being  d,88S.  Of  this  total  114  }jatients  carried  over  froni  18d4 
made  588  attendances. 

Condition  with  regard  to  pregnancy. — The  condition  with  regard 
to  2->regnaiicy  of  the  797  new  cases  at  the  time  of  their  first  visit  was 
as  follows:  — 

(<'t)  '2:11  were  in  their  first  jjregnancy. 

(5)  590  were  in  their  secoiid  or  subsequent  ])regnancy  ( LJ4  of 
these  jjatients  had  attended  the  clinic  during  a ja-evious 
])regnancy;  67  during  two  [irevious  pregnaiieit's ; 97 
during  three  jn-evioiis  pregnancies;  19  during  four  ]'re- 
vious  pregnanci(.*s ; 9 during  five  lU’evious  j»regnancies  ; 
5 during  si.x  [n-evious  pregnancies;  and  1 during  seven 
i)revious  2>i’egnancies) . 

(c)  76  were  not  ijregnant. 


Abnormalities. — The  abnormalities  or  diseases  found  to  be  jiresent 
in  the  new  cases  who  attended  the  clinics  during  1995  were  as  follows; 

[a)  Women  who  came  to  the  clinics  in  their  first  jiregnaiicy 


Abnormality  or  d isea.se 

Xo.  of  case.s 

Cardiac  disease  

5 

Albuminuria 

4 

Venereal  diseases 

4 

Varicose  veins 

1 

Uraemia  and  fits 

1 

Other  defects  

o 

(5)  Women  who  came  to  the  clinics  in  their  second  or  subse- 
quent 2)regnancy 


Abnormality  or  disease 

No.  of  cases 

VpTiPVpnl  (li.spnsp.R  

\'l 

Varicose  veins  

19 

Albuminuria 

10 

Tuberculosis  

o 

Cardiac  disease  

15 

Hernia 

1 

Diabetes  

1 

Rheumatoid  arthritis  

1 

Other  defects  

0 
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Progress  of  pregnancies. 

(1)  Neiv  cases. 

(a)  Of  the  221  women  who  came  in  their  first  pregnancy 
156  were  delivered  before  the  end  of  1665,  having  86 
boys  and  72  girls  (includijig  2 sets  of  twins  and  6 still- 
born childrenj . 

6 left  the  district. 

56  were  not  delivered  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

(5)  of  the  500  women  who  had  had  [>revious  pregnaiicies  644 

were  delivered  ])efore  the  end  of  the  year,  having  170 
boys  and  167  girls  (including  2 sets  of  twins  and  14 
stillborn  children). 

10  had  lidscarriages. 

15  left  the  district. 

161  were  not  delivered  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

(2)  Cases  carried,  forward,  from  1034  [114  itatUoits). 

[a)  Of  the  25  women  who  came  in  their  first  pregnancy  all 
were  delivered  during  the  year,  having  12  boys  and  18 
girls. 

(6)  Of  the  80  women  who  had  had  previous  pregnancies  85 

were  delivered  during  the  year,  having  42  boys  and  43 
girls  (including  one  stillbirth) . 

1 had  a miscarriage. 

6 left  the  district. 

Attendances  at  clinics. — Below  are  set  out  the  details  of 
attendances  at  the  clinics:  — 


HAMILTON  SQUAEE  CLINIC 
(97  Sessions) . 


First 

pregnancy 

Subsequent 

pregnancy 

Non- 

pregnant 

From  1934 

1 Total 

Cases  

137 

303 

53 

79 

572 

2553 

Attendances 

611 

1427 

101 

414 

NOKTII  CLINIC 
(48  Sessions ) . 


First 

pregnancy 

Siib.sequent 

pregnancy 

Non- 

j pregnant 

From  10:ii 

lotal 

Oa.ses 

79 

1 

191 

1 

[ : 

35 

, 32> 

Attendances 

265 

781 

1 , 

98 

174 

131^ 

SOUTH  CLINIC 
(2  Sessions) . 


] 

I 

i 

First 

pregnancy 

Sub.sequent 

pregnancy 

Non- 

l)regn:iiit 

From  nm  Total 

Oases  

5 

6 

j 

! 

— 11 

Attendances  

6 

11 

— 

— 17 

Maternity  outfits. — 1 outfit  was  lent  out  and  returned  during 
the  year. 


AETIFICI AL  SIINLIC UT  TK ILVTH KNT 

Artificial  siudiglit  treatment  was  given  to  vasos  alUmding  at  tlie 
North  Health  Cliuie.  08  sessions  were  lield  during  tlie  year.  27  eases 
attended  for  the  first  time,  a total  of  822  atteiidaiiees  being  made; 
Dr.  Williams  was  in  charge  of  tliis  work. 

INFANT  LIFJ7  FKOTECTION 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  names  of  05  children  were  entered  on 
the  register  in  accordance  with  tlie  i)rovisions  of  Section  05  of  the 
Children  and  Yonng  Persons  Act,  1082,  as  having  been  taken  by  persons 
to  keej)  for  reward.  12  children  were  in  St.  Faith's  Home,  19  in 
Christ  Church  Home,  8 in  All  Saints’  Home,  ami  20  in  charge  of  foster 
parents  at  private  dwellings. 

The  Health  Nurses  paid  28  first  visits  and  878  revisits  to  these 
children. 

OTHEE  PEOVISION  MADE  BY  THE  LOCAL  AUTHOEITY 

Cases  dealt  with  at  Maternity  Hospital. — During  the  year  8 cases 
were  admitted  into  the  IMaterihty  Hospital  under  the  terms  of  the 
agreement ; the  number  of  bed  days  being  109. 

Cases  dealt  with  by  the  Birkenhead  District  Nursing  Society. — 

During  the  year  the  Society’s  nurses  paid  918  visits  to  48  cases,  under 
the  agreement  between  the  Society  and  the  Corporation.  In  addition 
1,023  visits  were  })aid  to  85  cases  in  children  under  5 years  of  age  not 
included  in  the  agreement. 
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Cases  of  confinements  attended  by  medical  practitioners. — In  888 

cases  where  doctors  were  called  in  to  difficult  cases  of  continenient  the 
doctors’  fees  were  paid  by  the  Corporation  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Midwives  Act,  1918.  Accounts  for  the  full  amount  of  the  fees  in  58 
cases,  and  of  part  of  the  amount  in  18  cases,  were  rendered  to  patients. 

Temporarily  necessitous  cases  attended  by  midwives. — In  228 

cases  where  midwives  attended  temjiorarily  necessitous  cases  of  con- 
finement tlie  juidwives’  fees  were  jand  by  the  Corjjoration  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  W'elfare  Act,  1918.  Kecovery 
of  fee  was  made  in  2 cases. 


AGENCIES  ASSISTJM)  flY  THE  LOCAL  AI^THOIHTY 

The  Corporation  gives  hnancijd  su])port  to  certain  institutions, 
etc.,  for  general  services  I’endered  in  connection  with  maternity  and 
child  welfare  work. 

Birkenhead  and  Wirral  Invalid  Children’s  Association. — Arrange- 
ments are  made  by  this  Association  to  send  children  to  convalescent 
homes,  and  to  provide  massage  treatment  for  cases  of  infantile 
paralysis,  etc.  During  tlie  year  1985,  80  children  were  sent  to  con- 
valescent homes  by  the  Association. 

St.  Faith’s  Home  for  Mothers  and  Babies. — Here  accommodation 
is  provided  for  unmarried  mothers  and  their  children — 24  cots  for  babies 
and  12  beds  for  mothers.  The  number  of  cases  admitted  to  the  Home 
during  the  year  was  as  follows:  — 


Expectant  mothers  15 

Babies  16 


Birkenhead  Maternity  Hospital. — There  are  29  beds  provided  at 
the  hospital,  including  3 isolation  and  2 labour  beds.  The  number  of 
cases  admitted  during  the  year  was  496. 

4 beds  are  provided  for  delicate  babies.  29  babies  were  admitted 
during  the  year. 

At  the  maternity  and  child  welfare  clinic  held  in  connection  with 
the  hospital  the  following  attendances  were  made  during  the  year:  — 

Antenatal  clinic  : 1st  visits  536;  revisits  2,421. 

Postnatal  clinic : children  under  1 year — 

1st  visits  292;  revisits  2,808. 

children  1 — 5 years — 

1st  visits  31 ; revisits  35. 


Maternity  rxnd  child  iceldare 
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St.  Elizabeth’s  Convent. — At  thf-  luaternity  and  child  welfare 
(dinio  held  here  in  connection  with  this  Inslitutioi;  tlie  folloui*:-, 
attendances  were  inade  during  the  year — 

Antenatal  clinic:  1st  visits  oG;  revisits  H4. 

Postnatal  clinic : children  under  1 year — 

1st  visits  ld*2;  revisits  1,24G. 

children  1 — 5 years — 

1st  visits  4'h  ; revisits  640. 


Financial  assistance. — The  grants  made  by  the  Corporatifin  to  the 
above  voluntary  associations  providing  maternity-  and  cdiild  welt;  re 
services  under  section  101  of  the  Local  Government  Act  1020  are  as 
follows; — 

£ 

Birkenhead  and  Wirral  Invalid  Children’s  Association  40 
St.  Faith’s  Home  for  Mothers  and  Babies  GdO 


Birkenhead  Maternity  Hospital — 

{a)  Hospital  treatment  of  delicate  babies  100 

{h)  Infant  welfare  centre  90 

(c)  District  midwifery  22 


St.  Elizabeth’s  Convent 
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AGENCIES  NOT  PEOVIDED  OE  ASSISTED  BY  THE  LOCAL 

AUTHOEITY 

Other  agencies  whose  work  in  Birkenhead  touches  the  welfare  of 
mothers  and  infants,  but  which  are  not  provided  or  assisted  by  the 
Birkenhead  Corporation,  are  the  following: — 

The  Birkenhead  and  Wirral  Children’s  Hospital. 

The  Charity  Organisation  Society. 

The  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children. 

The  Gynaecological  Clinic  at  the  General  Hospital. 


NUESING  HO:\IES 

1 application  for  registration  (transfer  of  ownershi]))  was  made 
and  granted  during  the  year. 

No  orders  were  made  cancelling  registration. 

Applications  were  received  and  granted  for  exemption  from 
registration  from  the  Birkenhead  General  Hosintal,  the  Birkenhead 
and  Wirral  Children’s  Hospital,  and  the  Birkenhead  Alaternity 
Hospital. 

The  total  number  of  Nursing  Homes  registered  in  the  Borough  at 
the  end  of  the  year  was  14. 
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MATERNITY  MORTALITY 


During  1935,  13  worrien,  ordinarily  resident  in  IRrkenhead,  died 
from  causes  associated  with  pregnancy  and  cliildbirtii. 

This  gives  a materiial  mortality  rate  of  4.H7  per  1,000  births  (living 
and  still),  as  compared  with  a rate  of  3.93  for  the  whole  country. 

The  causes  of  the  deaths  were  as  follows:  — 


Puerperal  sepsis  3 

Other  puerperal  conditions  10 


All  these  deaths  were  investigated  by  the  medi('al  staff  of  the 
department,  confidential  reports  being  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


Health  of  school  children 
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HEALTH  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN 

Staff. — The  Medical  Staff  engaged  in  carrying  out  School  Medic-a; 
Service  duties  at  the  end  of  the  year  consisted  of  Dr.  Dea^-on,  Dr. 
Williams,  Dr.  liitchie  and  Dr.  Marsh;  the  last-named  being  engaged 
on  part-time  duty. 

Mr.  P.  Wilson  Smith,  l.d.s.,  Dental  Surgeon,  and  ^liss  E.  M. 
Warlovv,  l.d.s.  and  Mr.  W.  G.  Walch,  l.d.s.,  Assistant  Dental 
Surgeons,  have  been  responsible  for  dental  inspection  and  treatment 
throughout  the  year. 

Co-ordination — All  the  Assistant  School  Medical  Officers  (with 
the  exception  of  Dr.  Marsh)  are  also  Assistant  Medical  Officers  of 
Health,  and  co-ordination  between  the  school  medical  services  and  the 
other  health  services  provided  by  the  Corporation  is  tlius  very  close, 
so  far  as  staff  is  concerned.  The  interest  shown,  and  advice  readily 
given,  by  the  Director  of  Education  in  connection  with  all  braiif-hes  ci{ 
the  work  are  of  great  value. 

School  Hygiene. — The  premises  of  all  public  elementary  s<-hools 
are  inspected  annually  by  the  Assistant  School  ^Medical  Officers. 
Attention  is  directed  particularly  to  the  condition  of  the  sanitary 
coriveniences,  lavatories,  cloakrooms  and  playgrounds ; and  to  the 
adequacy  of  ventilation  and  lighting.  Tlie  Director  of  Education 
is  furnished  with  copies  of  these  reports  (and  of  those  made  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors)  so  that  any  necessary  action  maj-  be  taken. 

School  Camps. — Two  school  camps  were*  held  during  the  summer 
at  Derwen  and  Dyserth,  one  from  241h  May  to  the  7th  .lune,  an<l  the 
other  from  dOth  August  to  the  Idth  Sej)tembcr. 

920  children  who  had  been  selected  as  being  suitable  cases  to  attend 
were  medically  examined.  After  numerous  i-e-examinat ions,  ami  treat- 
ment for  various  minor  ailments  in  a number  of  children  by  the  Health 
Nurses,  845  children  were  eventually  ])assed  as  medii-ally  tit,  and 
attended  the  camps,  275  in  May  and  57()  in  August. 

Two  Health  Nurses  stayed  at  both  cam]'S  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
first-aid  or  carrying  out  any  necessary  treatment  for  minor  ailments. 

Open-air  School. — No  o])eu-air  school  has  yet  been  made  available 
for  Birkenhead  children,  although  some  stei)s  have  been  tak'en  towards 
selecting  a site. 

The  need  for  provision  of  this  kind  has  been  enqihasised  year  by 
year  in  various  reports;  perhaps  I may  quote  here  from  my  first  annual 
report  to  the  Education  Committee  (that  for  the  year  1920):  — 

I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  urging  the 
desirability  of  the  establishment  of  an  0])en-air  school  for  delicate 
Birkenhead  children,  hixperience  has  shown  that  open-air  schools 
are  of  the  greatest  value  in  curing  incipient  constitutional  diseases 
and  in  building  up  delicate  and  weakly  children  into  healthy  and 
disease-resisting  members  of  the  community. 

“Expenditure  on  institutions  of  this  kind  is,  in  the  truest  sense, 
an  economy,  viewing  the  case  from  a ]nirely  financial  standpoint. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  much  of  the  disability  and  sickness  of 
youth  and  adult  life  is  preventible ; and  that  many  of  the  ])atients 
who  find  their  way  into  our  sanatoria  and  poor  law  hosj^itals,  levy- 
ing heavy  charges  on  the  rates,  would  never  have  fallen  from  health 
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into  invalidity  and  chronic  industrial  incapacity  if  special  care  had 

been  available  for  them  during  the  critical  years  of  childhood.” 

In  selecting  a site  for  an  open-air  school  several  considerations  must 
be  kept  in  mind.  The  site  must  be  in  healthy,  sunny  surroundings, 
preferably  suggesting  the  country  rather  than  the  town;  but  it  must 
also  be  readily  accessible.  A well-timbered  situation  is  much  to  be 
23referred  to  a bare  field;  and  the  site  should,  if  possible,  be  away  from 
the  noise  and  dust  of  main  roads  with  heavy  traffic.  Seclusion  and 
quiet  are  important  assets,  from  both  the  therapeutic  and  the  educa- 
tional point  of  view. 

Nutrition. — Figures  relating  to  the  nutritional  condition  of  children 
are  given  in  the  statistical  tables  at  the  end  of  this  report  (Table  S 2,  B) . 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  after  discussion  with  officers  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  the  Committee  agreed  that  in  future  selection  of 
children  for  free  meals  shall  be  on  a medical  basis.  Arrangements  will 
be  made  for  the  appointment  of  additional  staff  so  that  the  nutritional 
surveys  of  all  children  in  attendance  at  elementary  schools  required  by 
the  Board  may  be  undertaken. 

ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT 
(A)  Inspection 

Number  of  elementary  schools  and  school  children — The  number 

of  elementary  schools  in  the  borough  is: 

Council  Schools  21 

Voluntary  Schools  22  Total  43 

The  recognised  accommodation  of  these  schools  was  : 

Council  Schools  10,72:1 

Voluntary  Schools  11,861  Total  28,584 

The  average  number  of  scholars  on  the  rolls  was  : 

Council  Schools  12,904 

Voluntary  Schools  8,962  Total  21,866 

The  average  attendance  was: 

Council  Schools  11,515 

Voluntary  Schools  7,899  Total  19,414 

Chiildren  inspected .r— The  following  elementary  school  children 

were  medically  inspected  during  the  year  (excluding  those  inspected  at 


Clinics)  : 

1.  At  Routine  Inspections  6419 

2.  At  Special  Inspections  in  the  ordinary  schools  145 

3.  At  Routine  Inspections  at  the  Claughton  Road  Council 

School  57 

4.  Candidates  for  School  Camps  920 

5.  As  prospective  entrants  to  the  Rirkenhead  Institute, 

the  Girls’  Secondary  School,  Park  High  School, 


Rock  Ferry  High  School,  Higher  Tranmere  High 
School  for  Girls,  The  Convent  Secondary  School, 
St.  Francis  Xavier’s  College  and  the  Catholic 


Institute  445 

6.  Under  the  Employment  of  Children  Rye-laws  71 

7.  Under  the  Children  and  Young  Persons  Act  21 

Total  8078 


Re-examination  of  defective  children. — During  the  year  1.044 
re-examinations  of  defective  children  were  made  in  the  schools  by  the 
Assistant  Medical  Officers. 
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Co-operation  of  parents,  teachers  and  others. — Parents  attended 
at  the  examination  of  4,649  (72.4  per  cent)  of  the  6,419  children 
dealt  with  at  routine  inspections. 

Attendance  of  parents  at  these  examinations  still  continues  to  be 
satisfactory: 

Year 

1026 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934  

1935  72.4 

A considerable  number  of  children  is  referred  to  the  various 
clinics  for  examination,  and  any  necessary  treatment,  by  teachers, 
school  attendance  officers  and  such  voluntary  agencies  as  hospitals 
and  the  Invalid  Children’s  Association. 


Vaccination. — In  the  ordinary  inspections  children  were  examined 
as  to  vaccination  marks.  Of  the  6,419  children  examined 


1949  (30.4%)  showed  no  marks. 

2966  (46.2%)  showed  one  mai-k. 

407  ( 6.3%)  showed  two  marks. 

107  ( 1.7%)  sliowed  tliree  marks. 

990  (15.4%)  showed  four  oj-  moi-e  marks. 

The  following  figures  show  the  percentage  of  children  examined 
year  by  year  during  the  last  ten  years  who  were  found  to  have  been 
vaccinated: 


Year  ' Percentage 

1926  ; 76.6 

1927  78.6 

1928  79.3 

1929  77.9 

1930  76.8 

1931  76.1 

1932  74.6 

1933  73.1 

1934  69.2 

1935  69.6 


Percentage 
..  68.1 
..  70.2 
..  71.2 
..  74.4 
..  76.4 
..  74.9 
..  73.2 
..  74.6 
..  74.6 


Height  and  weight. — Below  is  set  out  the  average  heights  and 
weights  (measured  without  footwear)  of  children  comprising  the 
groups  examined  during  the  course  of  routine  inspections: 


Ilei 

ght 

Weight 

G roup 

Boy.s 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

No. 

Ft. 

Ins. 

No. 

Ft. 

Ins. 

No. 

St. 

Lbs. 

No. 

St. 

Lbs. 

Entrants 

1090 

3 

7-36 

1119 

3 

7-63 

1090 

3 

1-76 

1119 

3 

0-75 

2nd  Age  Oronp 

1010 

4 

0-06 

969 

3 

11-62 

1010 

3 

12-27 

969 

3 

11-12 

3rd  Age  Croup 

934 

4 

9-51 

989 

4 

10-14 

934 

5 

9-84 

989 

5 

8-37 
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Infectious  diseases. — Enquiry  was  made  at  each  inspection  as  to 
the  infectious  diseases  from  which  the  children  had  suffered  in  the 
past.  The  information  elicited  is  summarised  in  Table  S 8. 

Particulars  of  all  oases  of  the  important  infectious  diseases  are 
supplied  to  the  School  Attendance  Superintendent,  so  that  regulations 
with  regard  to  quarantine,  etc.,  may  be  enforced. 

In  the  event  of  several  cases  of  diphtheria  having  occurred  among 
children  attending  the  same  class,  swabbing  of  the  throats  of  the  other 
children  by  the  health  nurses  is  carried  out  as  a matter  of  routine, 
and  biological  virulence  tests  are  made. 

Defects  found  requiring  medical  or  dental  treatment. — Of  the 

6,564  children  inspected  at  routine  and  s])ecial  inspections,  501  were 
found  to  liave  defects  requiring  medical  attention. 

A full  statement  regarding  the  defects  found,  setting  out  the 
number  of  defective  children,  is  given  in  Table  S 2.  In  Table  S 7 the 
defective  children  are  classified  according  to  the  schools  attended. 

Particulars  of  the  treatment  provided  for  certain  of  these  defects 
are  given  in  the  succeeding  section. 


(B)  Treatment 

The  parents  or  guardians  of  all  children  found  at  routine  exam- 
inations to  be  defective  are  informed  immediately  of  the  need  for 
medical  advice  or  treatment  and  are  urged  to  consult  their  family 
doctors  regarding  the  defects  in  question.  They  are  later  visited  at 
their  homes  by  the  Health  Nurses,  the  Assistant  Medical  Officers 
making  periodical  re-examinations  in  the  schools  to  ascertain  what 
action  has  been  taken. 

During  the  past  year  the  Health  Nurses  paid  888  visits  to  the 
homes  of  defective  children  in  connection  with  “ following  up  ” — 752 
first  visits  and  136  re-visits;  and  1,044  re-examinations  of  defective 
children  were  made  by  the  Assistant  IMedical  Officers. 


Treatment  of  children*  found,  at  medical  inspections  held  during 
1935,  to  be  suffering  from  defects  which  required  medical  attention. — 

As  has  been  stated  above,  501  out  of  6,564  children  examined  at 
routine  and  special  inspections  in  elementary  schools  during  1935  were 
found  to  be  suffering  from  defects  requiring  medical  attention.  231 
children  received  treatment  before  the  end  of  the  year  for  defects  found 
during  this  and  the  preceding  year. 

Details  of  the  various  types  of  ailment  treated  will  be  found  in 
Table  S 4. 

Treatment  at  the  Eye  Clinic. — Children  who  were  found  by  the 

Assistant  Medical  Officers  to  require  spectacles,  and  whose  parents 
were  not  in  a position  to  secure  the  necessary  attention  privately, 
were  seen  at  the  Eye  Clinic  by  Dr.  Williams. 

The  large  number  of  re-examinations  carried  out  during  the  year 
is  worthy  of  note.  A certain  proportion  of  these  cases  attended  on 
the  instructions  of  Dr.  Williams  given  at  the  Eye  Clinic  or  of  the 
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Assistant  Medical  Officers  at  routine  inspections  in  schools ; but  a large 
number  was  brought  by  parents  of  their  own  initiative  for  the  purpose 
of  having  glasses  repaired,  or  because  they  appreciated  the  importance 
in  certain  types  of  visual  defect  of  periodical  re-examination. 

Care  is  taken  to  secure  that,  so  far  as  can  be  judged  without  any 
elaborate  system  of  investigation,  only  those  parents  who  are  not  in  a 
position  to  obtain  private  attention  to  their  children’s  eyes  are  allowed 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  facilities  provided  at  the  clinic. 


During  the  year  446  new  cases  were  examined.  Spectacles  were 
prescribed  for  288  of  these,  the  remainder  being  found  to  be  emmetroj  ic 
or  cases  for  wliorn  spectacles  were  of  no  benefit.  550  children  attended 
for  re-examination,  and  528  pairs  of  spectacles  (new  or  replaced  ; were 
supplied.  The  total  cost  of  all  the  sj^ectacles  which  were  ordered  during 
the  year  (including  those  ordered  for  secondary  school  children  : was 
T119  19s.  5d.,  of  which  the  parents  were  required  to  paj^  1:99  17s.  Od. 
The  total  sum  collected  during  the  year  (including  arrears  from 
j)revious  years)  was  TlOO  9s.  Id. 

Since  October  the  services  of  Dr.  D.  L.  Charters,  the  consultant 
ophthalmic  surgeon  on  the  staff  of  the  ]\Iedical  Officer’s  Department, 
have  been  available  in  connection  with  cases  of  especial  difficulty. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  visual  defects  of  new  cases  for 
whom  spectacles  were  prescribed  during  the  year  : 


First  Eye 

Hypermctropia  

Hypermetropia  

Hypermetropic  astigmatism 
Hypermetropic  astigmatism 

Myopia  

Myopia  

Myopia  

Myopic  astigmatism  

Myopic  astigmatism  

Mixed  astigmatism  

Myojna  

Myopia  

Hypei-meti-opic  Astigmatism 

Myopic  Astigmatism  

NoT-mal 


Second  Eye 

Hypermeti-opia  ''.'j 

Hypermetropic  astigmatism  ...  li 
Hypermetropic  astigmatism  ...  si 

Mixed  astigmatism  7 

Myojua  

Normal  

Myopic  astigmatism  (i 

Myopic  astigmatism  li 

Mixed  astigmatism  1 

Mixed  astigmatism  

Hyi)ermetropia  

Hy])ermetropic  astigmatism  ... 

Normal  i") 

Normal  3 

Hypermctropia  1 


“38S 


The  following  conditions  were  also  recorded  among  the  new  cases 
who  attended  the  clinic  : 


Corneal  nebulae  0 

Nystagmus  1 

Optic  atrophy  2 

Congenital  cataract  1 

Amblyopia  ll 


The  new  cases  of  strabismus  noted  during  the  year  were  as 
follows  : 

Convergent:  Right  eye  32;  left  eye  47;  alternating  8. 

Divergent:  Left  eye  1. 
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Treatment  at  the  General  School  Clinic. — Details  of  the  work  of  this 

clinic,  where  cases  of  extennd  eye  disease,  ear  infiaiiimatioii,  skin 
disease,  etc.,  are  treated,  will  be  found  in  Table  S 4. 

The  number  of  children  who  received  treatment  at  the  clinic  was 
2,137;  the  total  attendances  nuinhered  10,814. 

Treatment  of  heart  disease  and  rheumatism. — No  arrangements 
are  made  by  the  Local  Education  Authority  for  the  treatment  of 
children  suffering  from  heart  dise.ase  and  rheumatism.  A total  of  Ki 
children,  whose  heart  condition  was  too  severe  to  j^ermit  of  tlieir 
attendance  at  an  ordinary  elementary  school,  attended  tlie  si)ecial 
educational  classes  organised  by  tlie  Invalid  C'hildren’s  Association. 
The  classes  were  held  on  two  occasions  weekly  at  the  North  Health 
Clinic  and  performed  a very  useful  service  in  providing  interest  and 
some  instruction  to  these  severely  handicapped  children.  They  are 
examined  periodically  by  Dr.  A.  Dingwall  Fordyce,  and  kept  under  the 
general  supervision  of  the  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  who  is  in 
charge  of  the  minor  ailments  clinic. 

Treatment  of  orthopaedic  defects. — 

1.  Examinations  carried  out  at  the  clxnic  by  the  orthopaedic 
surgeon. — At  the  Clinic  the  orthopjedic  surgeon  attended  on  29 
occasions  during  the  year.  The  after-care  sister  made  86  atteiulances. 

The  clinic  deals  with  all  forms  of  crippling  disease  in  children. 
The  cost  of  the  clinic  is  distributed  as  follows  : 

{a)  Tuberculous  cases  (all  ages) : Health  Committee. 

{h)  Non-tuber( ulous  cases  under  school  age:  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Committee. 

(c)  Non-tuberculous  cases  of  and  immediately  over  school 
age:  Education  Committee. 

During  1935,  119  new  cases  were  dealt  with,  as  compared  with 
105  in  the  previous  year: 


Tuberculous  cases  6 

Non-tuberculous  cases— 

Under  school  age  63 

Of  school  age  49 

Over  school  age  1 


119 

There  were  803  re-examinations  made,  as  compared  with  695  in 
1934:  — 


Tuberculous  cases  61 

Non-tuberculous  cases — 

Under  school  age  311 

Of  school  age  412 

Over  school  nge  19 


803 
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The  average  number  of  cases  seen  by  the  surgeon  per  session 
was  32. 


In  the  following  table  Dr.  Hartley  Martin  sets  out  a classification 
of  cases  dealt  with,  and  shows  the  results  of  treatment: 


Uiagno.sis 

C 

I 

1 1 

193.5 

New  cases 

Remaining 
at  end  of 
1935 

-- 

Discliarges 

1935 

r. 

r. 

1 School  i 

ige 

School  age 

1 

i ^ 

1 ' 

Infantile  Paralysis  . .. 

.31 

2 

2 

5 i 25 

1 

1 

2 ' 

1 

Spastic  Paralysis  

18 

2 

i 

1 

4 ! 12 

2 

2 

3 i 

i 1 

Pickets  

80 

1 24 

42  1 36 

23 

1 

4 

Osteitis  and  Arthritis  : 

1 

: 

{a)  j’uberculous  

32 

' :3 

3 

2 28 

4 

2 

1 

1 

{h)  Non-Tul)er(:ulous  . 

2 

) 1 

3 

1 3 

1 

1 

Congenital  Deform.  . . 

26 

5 

3 

6 ' IS 

'2 

4 

3 

1 

Acquired  Deform 

60 

15 

27 

27  I 52 

1 

14 

2 

3 

2 

1 

No  Apparent  Defects.. 

9 

14 

9 

l:l  j 2 

17 

Totals 

258 

66 

52 

1 

100  476 

! 

8 

42 

10 

12 

7 

1 

20 

2 

2.  Massage  and  remedidl  exercises- — Massage  and  remedial 
exercises  as  prescribed  by  Dr.  Martin  were  provided  by  the  Invalid 
Children’s  Association.  (There  are  two  whole-tirne  masseuses  on  the 
Association’s  staff.) 


Attendances  for  massage  and  remedial  exercises  were  made  by 
clinic  cases  as  follows: 

Tuberculous  cases  — 

Non-tuberculous  cases— 


Under  school  age  1150 

Of  school  age  2230 

Over  school  age  — 


In  addition  to  the  above,  1,984  attendances  were  made  by  non- 
clinic cases  (that  is  to  say,  cases  sent  to  the  Association  by  orthopaedic 
surgeons  attached  to  voluntary  hospitals,  etc.). 


3.  Surgical  apparatus — splints,  etc. — These  are  provided  by  the 
Association,  the  number  of  cases  dealt  with  during  the  past  year  being 


as  follows: 

Clinic  cases  Ill 

Non-clinic  cases  120 
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4.  Milk,  tonics,  convalescence,  after-care. — Most  useful  work  is 
also  done  by  the  Association  in  providiner  milk,  tonics,  etc.  for  patients 
for  whom  these  have  been  prescribed  by  the  orthopaedic  surgeon  and 
other  doctors,  and  in  following  up  and  helping  patients  who  have 
passed  through  the  stage  of  active  treatment: 

C^inic  Non-clinic 

cases  cases 


Children  supplied  with  milk  IIH  Tt't 

Children  supplied  with  tonics  

Children  sent  to  convalescent  homes  and  country 

hospitals  (i'.i  7‘.> 


5.  Children  s Hosjntal,  J^easoire. — Of  the  877  cases  that  have 
been  on  the  register  of  the  orthopaedic  clinic  and  regarded  as  suitable 
for  treatment  during  the  past  year,  80  (or  O.H%)  reaiuired  hospital 
treatment  and  were  admitted  to  the  Children’s  Hospital,  Leasowe. 
These  cases  comprise  : 

stay  in  Hospital 
Days 


Cases 

Min. 

Max. 

Rickets  •. 

17 

35 

2911 

Congenital  deformities  

i; 

295 

Acquired  deformities  

5 

! 

45 

Infantile  paralysis  

39 

53 

Spastic  paralysis  

4 

7 

i:i() 

Non-tuberculous  arthritis  

1 

— 
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The  total  number  of  days  in  Iiosjjital  was  8,108  (8.70  beds  occupied 
throughout  the  year) . 

In  addition  to  the  above,  17  cases  were  referred  to  the  hospital 
for  X-Kays  examination,  and  5 tor  the  application  of  plaster  of  Paris 
splints. 

6.  Thingivall  Sanatorium. — At  this  institution  children  suffering 
from  orthopaedic  defects  of  tuberculous  origin  are  treated.  Many  are 
cases  who  have  passed  through  a course  of  treatment  at  Leasowe 
Hosj)ital,  or  are  awaiting  admission  to  that  institution.^ 


Treatment  by  ultra-violet  rays. — Treatment  of  conditions  such 
as  debility,  skin  affections  and  certain  forms  of  tuberculosis  is  provided 
both  at  the  North  Health  Clinic  and  by  the  Invalid  Children’s 
Association  in  their  premises  in  Hamilton  Square.  In  both  cases  the 
carbon-arc  is  the  type  of  lamp  in  use. 


At  the  North  Health  Clinic 

a total  of  17 

children 

of  school  age 

made  174  attendances  during  the 

year.  The  types  of  cases  and  results 

of  treatment  are  as  follows: 

Not 

still  under 
treatment  at 

Debility  

Improved 

Improved 

end  of  year 

4 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis  

fi 

1 



Other  conditions  

4 

1 

2 

Total  

14 

2 

3 
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At  the  Invalid  Children’s  Association  premises,  26  children  of 
school  age  made  458  attendances  during  the  year: 

Still  under 

Not  treatment  at 
Improved  Finproved  end  of  year 


Rickets  8 — 4 

Debility  11  5 

Tuberculosis  2 — 1 

Total  21  5 l;l 


In  addition,  596  attendances  were  made  liy  children  below  and 
above  school  age. 


Treatment  of  ear,  nose  and  throat  defects. — Since  February,  1065, 
the  services  of  Mr.  F.  W.  Leathart,  m.b.,  m.k.c.s.,  the  Consultant 
Aurist  and  Laryngologist  on  the  staff  of  the  ^Medical  Clfic</r‘s  Dep'art- 
ment,  have  been  available  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatnauit  of  defects  of 
the  ear,  nose  and  throat  occurring  in  children  referred  to  him  from  the 
Minor  Ailments  Clinics. 

Air.  Leathart  emphasises  that  iu  the  majority  of  cases  enlarged 
tonsils  and  adenoids  respond  favourably  to  medical  treatment;  it  is 
comparatively  rarely  that  removal  by  operation  is  necessary. 

The  clinic  is  held  on  IMonday  afternoons  at  the  Birkenhead 
Municipal  Hospital.  No  charge  is  made  for  examination.  Drugs  are 
supjjlied  at  cost  ]n’ice,  and  a charge  of  10s.  6d.  (which  may  be  reduced 
or  remitted  at  the  discretion  of  the  Committee)  is  made  for  operative 
treatment  of  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids. 

A total  of  213  children  was  referred  to  i\lr.  Leathart.  107  of  these 
received  treatment,  which  was  satisfactorilv  completed  in  the  case  of 
26. 


Of  this  number  21  received  operative  treatment  for  enlarged 
tonsils  and  adenoids,  14  obtaining  similar  treatment  during  the  month 
prior  to  Mr.  Leathart ’s  api)ointnient. 


Treatment  of  uncleanliness. — The  average  number  of  visits  paid 
during  1935  by  the  Health  Nurses  to  eacli  school  in  the  Borough  was 
15.5;  the  total  examinations  numbering  69,604. 

The  number  of  individual  children  found  by  the  Health  Nurses  to 
require  attention  was  2,886,  as  conq)ared  with  2,916  in  1934.  In  every 
case  the  parents  were  informed.  In  17  cases  of  persistent  neglect 
(1  of  these  cases  was  compulsorily  cleansed),  notices  were  served  on 
the  parents.  The  Nurses  i)aid  73  visits  to  the  homes  of  children 
(51  first  visits,  22  re-visits) . 

A large  proportion  of  the  children  reported  as  “requiring  atten- 
tion’’ was  cases  where  only  a few  nits  were  present.  The  standard  of 
cleanliness  has  improved  greatly  in  recent  years. 
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DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TKEATMENT 
(A)  Inspection 

Scope  of  past  year’s  work. — The  work  of  dental  inspection  and 
treatment  was  concerned  with  the  inspection  and  treatment  of  children 
born  ill  the  years  1922  to  19d0. 

Number  inspected. — 8,82d  children  were  dentally  inspected 


during  the  year  as  follows: 

Aged  live  years  50 

Aged  six  years  ssl 

Aged  seven  years  

Aged  eight  years  h2G(» 

Aged  nine  years  Itao 

Aged  ten  years  lie? 

Aged  eleven  years  

Aged  twelve  yecirs  I(il2 

Aged  thirteen  years  

8823 

Specials  23 


8840 

Number  requiring  dental  treatment. — Of  the  H,,S40  children 
inspected,  6,788  (76%)  were  selected  as  i-eipiiring  treatment,  the 
parents  being  advised  to  obtain  this  treatment  privately,  or,  if  unable 
to  do  this,  at  the  Dental  Clinic. 

Cleanliness  of  teeth. — The  children  examined  were  classified 
according  to  cleanliness  of  teeth  as  follows: 


Clean  3(i00 

Fairly  clean  3i:30 

Dirty  044 
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Condition  of  gums. — The  following  figures  show  the  condition  of 
the  gums  of  the  children  examined: 


Gums  healthy  7133 

Gums  inflamed  945 

Gums  septic  708 


8840 


Condition  of  bite. — This  was  found  to  be  as  set  out  below 


Rite  good 
Bite  fair  . 
Bite  bad  . 


0070 

2247 

529 


8846 

(B)  Treatment 

Notices  were  sent  to  the  parents  of  the  6,783  children  found 
to  require  dental  treatment,  with  the  following  results  : 

Refused  to  have  treatment  done  or  did  not  reply...  615  (9.0%) 

Stated  that  treatment  would  be  obtained  privately...  1265  (18.7%) 
Requested  treatment  at  the  Dental  Clinic  4903  (72.3%) 
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Treatment  at  the  Dental  Clinic. — Of  tLf-  4,00.^  Oiildren  f'>r  wi.uij 
treatment  at  the  clinic  was  requested 

332.‘1  were  treated  befoi-e  tlie  end  of  the  year 
G23  did  not  attend  when  sent  foi 

0.07  were  aweiting  tieatnieni  at  tlie  end  of  tlie  yeaj- 
4003 

Jjcsidcs  tlie  aljove  children  treated  at  the  fdinir-  following  on 

inspections  held  in  19d5,  the  following  also  received  treatment:  4'-.j 
who  had  been  inspected  in  1934  and  had  not  been  tn^ated  before  the 
end  of  that  year,  2,382  who  were  brought  by  j-arents  on  their  ‘A\n 
initiative,  21  children  in  Thingwall  Sanatorium,  and  9 diildr'  n outside 


age-groups  attending  Claughton  Koad  Council  S^dmol.  The  tolcl 
number  of  children  treated  at  the  clinic  during  1935  was  therefore; 

Foliowing  on  1034  iuspectious  Fm 

FolJowiiig  on  1035  insifections  :1323 

Jirought  hy  parents  on  tlieir  own  initiative  2:is-i 

Children  in  jesideiice  at  'riiiiigwall  .Sanatoiiiuii  ...  21 

Children  attending  Claughton  Itoad  .School  0 


♦ilF) 


Details  of  treatment  carried  out. — This  was  as  follows; 


d'einporaj-y  teeth  filled  47 

'l’enij)orary  teeth  extracted  737!) 

l-‘eriiianent  teeth  tilled  35(11 

Fernianent  teeth  extracted  227s 

d’ota  l til  lings  .3551 

Total  extractions  !»(i57 

Anaesthetics— geneial  7(mi 

local  4143 

Dressings  sc.r, 

Scalings  1271 


The  total  number  of  attendances  at  the  c-linic  numbered  s.172 
and  the  number  of  treatments  com])leted  din-ing  tlie  year  was  5.471. 
1574  })arents  paid  Is.  each  and  111  ])ai-ents  (Id.  eac-li  for  treatment, 
the  total  amount  paid  being  481  9s.  6d.  4,58(1  idiildren  were  treated 

free  of  charge. 


SECONDARY  SCHOOLS  AND  CONTINUATION  SCHOOLS 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT 


The  powers  and  duties  of  local  education  authorities  with  regard 
to  medical  inspection  and  treatment  in  secondary  schools  and  continua- 
tion schools  are  set  out  in  Section  80  of  the  Education  Act,  1921. 


Schools  at  which  medical  inspection  is  carried  out — Medical 

inspection  is  arranged  for  at  the  following  scliools; 


(a)  Provided  by  the  Local  Education  Authority— 

The  Birkenhead  Institute  (Boys)  

The  Girls’  Secondary  School  

Bock  Ferry  High  Scliool  (Boys)  

Park  High  School  (Boys)  

ih)  Not  provided  by  the  Local  Education  Authority— 
The  Higher  Traiunere  High  School  for  Girls... 
The  Convent  Secondary  School 


No.  on  Roll 

414 

44(1 

37S 

372 


315 


There  are  no  continuation  schools  provided  by  the  local  education 
authority. 
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(A)  Inspection 

Scope  of  medical  inspection. — The  existing  arrangements  provide 
for  the  examination  once  in  each  year  of  every  child  in  the  schools 
inspected ; and  for  the  re-examination  of  cliildren  found  to  be  defective. 

The  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Education  in  this  connection  is 
expressed  in  Circular  1153  : “In  view  of  the  many  defects  that  may 
arise  during  the  critical  period  of  adolescence,  the  Board  attach  great 
importance  to  arrangements  being  made  for  all  pupils  to  come  annually, 
as  a matter  of  routine,  under  medical  supervision.” 

Birkenhead  Institute. — At  the  annual  insiiection  399  boys  were 
inspected.  41  were  found  to  have  defects  re({uiring  medical  or  dental 
advice,  the  defects  found  being  as  follows; 


Defective  teetli  14 

Defective  vision  ‘..^9 


Girls’  Secondary  School. — At  the  annual  inspection  403  girls  were 
inspected.  40  were  found  to  have  defc'cts  requiring  medical  or  dental 
advice,  the  defects  found  being  as  follows  ; 


Defective  teeth  31 

Defective  vision  Id 


Rock  Ferry  Hi^h  School. — At  the  annual  inspection  3(37  boys 
were  inspected.  42  were  found  to  have  defects  requiring  medical  or 
dental  advice,  the  defects  found  being  as  follows: 


Defective  teeth  Id 

Defective  vision  31 

Defective  hearing  1 


Park  Hi^h  School. — At  the  annual  inspection  287  boys  were 
inspected.  32  were  found  to  have  defects  requiring  medical  or  dental 
advice,  the  defects  found  being  as  follows: 


Defective  teeth  5 

Defective  vision  28 


Higher  Tranmere  High  School  for  Girls. — At  the  aimual  iuspection 

94  girls  were  inspected.  9 were  found  to  have  defects  requiring 
medical  or  dental  advice,  the  defects  found  being  as  follows: 

Defective  vision  5 

Defective  teeth  5 

Heart  defect  1 

Deformity  ; 1 


Convent  F.C.J. — At  the  annual  inspection  201  children  were 
inspected.  33  were  found  to  have  defects  requiring  medical  or  dental 
advice,  the  defects  found  being  as  follows: 

Defective  teeth  16 

Defective  vision  15 

Nose  and  throat  defects 4 

Other  defects  2 


(B)  Treatment 

Treatment  of  certain  defects  is  provided,  as  in  the  case  of  children 
attending  public  elementary  schools,  for  the  children  of  those  parents 
who  are  not  in  a position  to  obtain  it  privately. 
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Below  are  set  out  particulars  relating  to  treatmenc  provided  fcr 
secondary  school  children  at  the  Bye  Clinic  during  the  year.  - 
children  attended  tor  treatment  of  defects  at  any  oth^^r  clini'-. 


Treatment  at  the  Eye  Clinic. — 92  children  were  submitted  to 
refraction  at  the  Bye  Clinic.  Of  these,  6d  (of  whoni  4G  attended  for 
renewal  or  alteration  of  glasses  previously  obtained  through  the  clinie 
were  found  to  have  visual  defects,  spectacles  being  p.resr-ribed  for  all 
of  them.  57  children  received  spectacles  during  the  year. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  visual  defects  of  ntic  cases 
for  whom  spectacles  were  prescribed; 

First  Eye  Second  Eye 

Hypermetropia  Hyperintropia  2 

Myopia  Myojjia  s 

Myopia  Eiiiinetiopia  

Hypermetropia  Ilypeinietiopic  astigiiiatisui  ...  1 

Mixed  astigmatism  Mixed  astigmatism  1 

Emmetropia  llypermetiopir-  astigmatism...  i 


is 


The  high  incidence  of  myopia  is  to  be  noted. 


(C)  Dental  Treatment 

Dental  inspection  is  not  carried  out  in  secondary  schools ; but 
dental  treatment  is  provided  for  those  children  who  have  been 
inspected  and  treated  while  in  attendance  at  elementary’  schools. 

181  of  such  children  received  dental  treatment  during  the  year, 
making  225  attendances  at  the  clinic. 


BLIND,  DEAF,  DEFECTIVE  AND  EPILEPTIC  CHILDREN 

Children  defective  within  the  meaning  of  Part  V of  the  Education 
Act  are  ascertained  as  a result  of  routine  and  s])ecial  inspections  in 
schools  and  reference  for  examination  by  School  Attendance  Officers. 
Health  Nurses,  voluntary  bodies,  etc.  Such  cluldrcn  are  certified  on 
the  appropriate  forms  prescribed  by  the  Board  of  Education  and 
notification  sent  to  the  Director  of  Education. 

Blind  children. — (1)  Tofallij  blind  vhildnn. — At  the  end  of  1985 
there  were  6 totally  blind  cliildren  of  school  age  on  the  register.  (There 
were  no  additions  or  removals  during  the  yeai’.)  All  these  children 
were  in  attendance  at  certitied  schools  for  the  blind. 

(2)  Partially  su/hted  children. — At  the  beginning  of  1985  there 
were  44  partially  sighted  children  of  school  age  on  the  register.  ]">uring 
the  year  the  names  of  6 children  wei’e  taken  off  (5  on  account  of 
reaching  the  age  of  16  years  and  1 on  account  of  leaving  Birkenhead) 
and  5 new  cases  were  added.  Of  these  children  8 boys  and  7 girls  were 
attending  ordinary  schools,  and  7 boys  and  2 girls  were  not  in  attend- 
ance at  any  school  (6  boys  and  2 girls  on  leave  of  absence  from  the 
myope  class,  1 boy  feeble-minded) . 11  boys  and  18  girls  were  in 
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iAttendance  at  t[ie  myope  class  licld  at  Hemingford  Street  Council 
School.  Below  is  a classification  of  the  defects  from  which  these 


partially  sighted  children  suher: 

Myopia  8 

Myopic  astigmatism  10 

Corneal  neljulfe  2 

Nystagmus  1 

Hyperjnetroi)ic  astigmatism  and  ny.stagmus 3 

Hypermetropia  and  nystagmus  3 

Congenital  cataract  1 

Congenital  cataract  and  nystagmus  1 

Coloboma  iris  and  choroid  1 

Optic  atrophy  4 


13 

Of  the  23  children  in  the  niyojhc  group  who  were  on  the  register 
in  1934,  and  who  were  re-examined  during  1935,  tlie  visual  condition 
of  11  had  grown  worse. 

Deaf  children. — (1)  T of  ally  deaf  children. — There  is  little  diffi- 
culty in  providing  institutional  treatment  for  totally  deaf  children,  all 
the  existing  cases  being  accommodated  at  one  or  other  of  the  two 
Schools  for  the  Deaf  in  Liverpool. 

(2)  Partially  deaf  children- — No  provision  is  made  for  the 
special  education  of  partially  deaf  children. 

Physically  defective  children. — The  Ix)cal  l^iducation  Authority  has 
no  special  school  for  dealing  with  children  wl’.o  by  reason  of  physical 
defect  are  incapable  of  receiving  proper  benefit  from  the  instruction  in 
an  ordinary  public  elementary  school. 

Mentally  defective  children. — All  children  over  the  age  of  seven 
attending  public  elementary  schools  have  tlieir  intelligence  quotients 
made  out  by  the  teachers.  Where  a quotient  is  75  per  cent,  or  below, 
the  child’s  name  is  submitted  to  the  Director  of  Education  so  that 
arrangements  may  be  made  for  the  child’s  examination  by  an  Assist- 
ant Medical  Officer ; the  same  procedure  being  followed  when, 
during  the  course  of  a routine  or  special  jihysical  examination,  a child 
is  suspected  by  an  Assistant  Medical  Officer  to  be  mentally  defective. 

The  mental  examination  is  held  in  the  child’s  school  (unless  the 
child  is  not  in  attendance  at  any  school)  in  the  presence  of  the  parent 
and  the  Committee’s  Inspector  of  Schools. 

All  children  mentally  defective  within  the  meaning  of  the  Educa- 
tion Act  are  in  attendance  at  special  schools. 

Claughton  Road  Council  School. — In  accordance  with  the 
arrangements  for  ascertainment  outlined  above,  52  examinations  of 
children  suspe(ited  to  be  mentally  defective  were  held  at  various 
schools  and  clinics  during  the  year  by  the  Assistant  Medical  Officers. 

The  results  of  these  examinations  are  set  out  below: 


Total  number  examined— Boys  59 

Girls  42 

— 101 

Number  certified  as  mentally  defective— Boys  24 

Girls  16 

— 40* 


* 11  of  these  were  notified  to  the  Local  Authority  under  the  Mental 
Deficiency  Acts. 
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Number  recommended  to  continue  in  attendance 

at  ordinary  Klementary  .Schools— lioys  

Girls  

Number  certified  for  Deaf  and  Epileptic  .School^ 
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17  children  left  the  school  during  the  year 

(a)  on  reaching  the  age  of  IG  years j’ 

{h)  before  reaching  the  age  of  16  years— 

Notified  to  the  Local  Authority  under  the 

Mental  Dehciency  Acts  11 

Certified  as  an  epileptic  1 

“All  notified  to  the  Local  Authority  under  the 
Mental  Ueficiency  Acts, 


A routine  physical  inspection  of  scholars  attending  the  schocl  was 
carried  out.  57  children  were  examined,  of  whom  4 were  fo  in  I in 
liave  defects  requiring  medical  or  dental  advice,  the  defects  found 
being  as  follows: 

Defective  teeth  '-i 

Defective  vision  - 


School  dinners  have  been  provided  throughout  the  year  at  a cost 
to  the  parents  of  2d.  per  day. 


Daily  average  supplied  1- 

Total  cost  for  the  year  £75 


The  weekly  menu  was  : 

Monday Soup  ; rice  pudding. 

Tuesday Stewed  beef;  potatoes  and  greens;  rice  pudding. 

Wednesday and  potato  pie  with  pastry. 

Thursday Hotpot;  milk  pudding. 

Friday Liver,  onions,  potatoes. 

Milk  is  supplied  to  about  halt  of  the  children  each  morning  at  Ll. 
per  bottle. 


The  school  continues  to  have  the  use  of  the  recreation  ground  in 
Slatey  Eoad  during  school  hours  and  the  facilities  thus  afforded  for 
school  activities  in  the  open  air  are  greatly  appreciated. 

The  Head  Mistress  and  her  staff  continue  to  visit  and  assist  the 
non-notifiable  pupils  who  have  passed  out  of  the  school. 


HEALTH  EDUCATION 

During  the  year  several  talks  have  been  given  by  Health  Nurses 
to  senior  girls  on  hygiene,  luothercraft,  etc. 

The  Dental  Board  of  the  United  Kingdom  held  a demonstration 
covering  the  greater  part  of  a week,  the  North  and  South  Clinics  being- 
utilised.  Over  three  thousand  senior  children  attended. 


NURSERY,  SCHOOLS 

No  Nursery  Schools  are  provided  by  the  Local  Education  Authority. 


96 


Health  of  school  children 


MISCELLANEOUS 

Examination  of  entrants  to  the  Girls’  Secondary  School,  the 
Birkenhead  Institute,  Park  High  School,  Rock  Ferry  High  School, 
Higher  TVanmere  High  School  for  Girls,  The  Convent  Secondary 
School,  St.  Francis  Xavier’s  College  and  the  Catholic  Institute. — 

During  the  year  445  elementary  seliool  cliildreii  were  examined  with 
a view  to  tlieir  admission  to  the  al)ove  seliools.  (19  were  found  to 
require  treatment  for  74  defects,  the  latter  being  as  follows: 


Blepharitis  1 

Defective  teeth  28 

Defective  vision  •'»() 

Nose  and  throat  defect  1 

Anaeiuia 1 

Defornuty  1 

Other  defects  2 


Classes  for  stammering  children. — Two  examinations  were  made, 
covering  a total  of  68  children,  with  a view  to  admission  to  or  with- 
drawal from  these  classes. 


Children  and  Young  Persons  Act,  1933. — 21  children  summoned 
to  appear  before  Police  Courts  were  examined  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  this  Act. 


Immunisation  against  diphtheria. — Invitations  were  extended  to 
the  parents  of  all  children  attending  elementary  and  secondary  schools 
to  have  their  children  immunised  against  diphtheria.  These  were 
accepted  on  behalf  of  approximately  6,000  children,  over  80%  of  whom 
had  completed  their  course  of  injections  before  the  end  of  the  year. 


Employment  of  Children  Byelaws. — 78  children  were  medically 
examined  as  to  fitness  for  work  under  these  byelaws.  In  7 cases 
certificates  were  not  granted. 


Provision  of  meals. — By  Section  84  of  the  Education  Act,  1921, 
local  education  authorities  are  empowered  to  provide  meals  to  any 
child  attending  an  elementary  school  who  is  unable  by  reason  of  lack 
of  food  to  take  full  advantage  of  the  education  provided.  Particulars 
of  such  children  are  furnished  to  the  Director  of  Education  by  the 
medical  and  nursing  staff,  head  teachers  and  school  attendance  officers, 
and  the  financial  circumstances  of  the  families  concerned  are  closely 
investigated  before  meals  are  provided. 

An  average  number  of  817  children  received  meals  each  day,  the 
total  number  of  meals  provided  during  the  year  being  207,522.  ]\Ieals 
were  supplied  fivQ  days  per  week,  with  the  exception  of  Bank  and 

Public  Holidays. 
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ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS 

TAIiLE  S 1 

Medical  Inspections  of  Children  attending  Public  Klenientary  Schools 

{see  note  a) 

A.— ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  Inspections  in  the  Prescribed  Groups  {see  note  h)  — 

Entrants  ‘284S 

Second  age  group  2070 

Third  age  group  1007 

Total  0410 

Number  of  other  Pioutine  Inspections  {see  note  e)  70 

Grand  total  040,3 


B.— OTHER  INSPECTIONS 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  {see  note  d)  80^4 

Number  of  Re-inspections  {see  note  e)  40(i8 

Total  7047 

C.— CHILDREN  FOUND  TO  REQUIRE  TREATMENT 

• 

Number  of  individual  children (xcc  note  f)  found  at  Routine  ^ledical 
Inspection  to  Require  Treatment  (excluding  Uncleanliness  c'c  Dental 
Diseases) 

Prescribed  Groups— 

Entrants  78 

Second  age  group  1,38 

Third  age  group  107 

Total  (prescribed  groups)  408 

Other  Routine  Inspections  4 

Grand  Total  407 
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NOTES  ON  TABLE  S 1 

(a)  Tlie  return  refers  to  a complete  calendar  year. 

{b)  This  heading  relates  solely  to  the  routine  medical  inspection  of  the 
three  ordinary  age  groups,  i.e.,  to  medical  inspection  carried  out 

(i)  in  compliance  with  Article  17  of  the  Consolidated  Regulations 

relating  to  Special  Services— Grant  Regulations  No,  19; 

(ii)  on  the  school  premises  (or  at  a place  specially  sanctioned  by  the 

Board); 

^iii)  for  the  purpose  of  making  a report  on  each  child  on  the  lines 
of  the  approved  Schedule  set  out  in  Circular  582. 

(c)  Under  this  heading  is  lecorded  routine  insjiections,  if  any,  of 
children  wlio  do  not  fall  under  the  three  i)rescribed  age-groups,  ejj., 
routing  inspections  of  a fourth  age-group  or  of  other  groups  of  children,  as 
distinct  from  those  who  are  individually  selected  on  account  of  some  sus- 
pected ill-health  for  “Special”  Inspection. 

(d)  A Special  Inspection  is  a medical  inspection  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer  himself  or  by  one  of  the  Medical  Officers  on  his  staff  of  a child 
specially  selected  or  referred  for  such  inspection,  i.e.,  not  inspected  at  a 
routine  medical  inspection  as  defined  above.  Such  children  may  be  selected 
by  the  Medical  Officer  during  a visit  to  the  School  or  may  be  referred  to 
him  by  the  Teachers,  School  Nurses,  Attendance  Officeis,  Parents,  or  other- 
wise. It  is  immaterial  for  the  purpose  of  this  heading  whether  the  children 
are  inspected  at  the  School  or  at  the  Inspection  Clinic  or  elsewhere.  If  a 
child  happens  to  come  before  the  School  Medical  Officer  for  special  inspec- 
tion during  a year  in  which  it  falls  into  one  of  the  routine  groups,  its 
routine  inspection  is  entered  in  Part  A of  Table  1 and  its  special  inspection 
in  Part  B.  The  inspection  recorded  under  the  heading  of  special  inspections 
is  only  the  first  inspection  of  the  child  so  referred  for  a particular  defect. 
If  a child  who  has  been  specially  inspected  for  one  defect  is  subsequently 
specially  inspected  for  another  defect,  such  subsequent  inspection  is 
recorded  as  a Special  Inspection  and  not  as  a Re-inspection. 

(e)  Under  this  heading  is  entered  the  medical  inspections  of  children 
who  as  the  result  of  a routine  or  special  inspection  come  up  later  on  for 
subsequent  re-inspection,  whether  at  the  School  or  at  the  Inspection  Clinic. 
The  first  inspection  in  every  case  is  entered  as  a routine  or  special  inspec- 
tion as  the  case  may  be.  Every  subsequent  inspection  of  the  same  defect 
is  entered  as  a re-inspection. 

Nothing  is  included  under  the  head  of  special  inspections  or  re-inspec- 
tions except  such  inspections  as  are  defined  above.  Attendances  for  treatment 
by  a Nurse,  or  for  examinations  by  anyone  other  than  a Doctor  on  the 
staff  of  the  School  Medical  Seiwice,  are  not  recorded  as  medical  inspections. 
If,  however,  at  any  such  attendance  a child  is  also  examined  by  one  of 
the  Authority’s  Medical  Officers,  this  is  recorded  as  a special  inspection  or 
re-inspection  as  the  case  may  be,  even  if  treatment  is  also  given;  but  such 
attendance  is  also  of  course  recorded  as  an  attendance  for  treatment. 

(/)  No  individual  child  is  coimtedmore  than  once  even  if  it  is  found  to 
be  suffering  from  more  than  one  defect. 
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TABLE  S 2 

A. — Beturn  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection  during  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1935. 


Itoutine  In,spection>  Special  Inspections 


Defect  or  disease 


(1) 


-Scalp 

-Body 


Skin  (1)  Ringworm- 

(2) 

(3)  Scabies 

(4)  Impetigo 

(5)  Other  diseases  (noii-tuberculous) 

Eye  (6)  Blej)haritis 

(7)  Conjunctivitis  

(8)  Keratitis  

(9)  Corneal  opacities  


Ear 


Nose  and 
throat. 


Heart  and 
circulation 


vision  and  squint) 

(11)  Defective  vision  (excluding  squint  .. 
(1‘2)  Squint 

(13)  Defective  hearing 

(14)  Otitis  media  

(15)  Other  ear  diseases 

(16)  Chronic  tonsillitis  only  

(17)  Adenoids  only  

(18)  Chronic  tonsillitis  and  adenoids 

(19)  Other  conditions  

(20)  Enlarged  cervical  glands  (noti-tuberculous)  

(21)  Defective  speech, 

(22)  Heart  disease — Organic  

(23)  Heart  disease — Functional  

“(24)  Heart  disease— Amemia  

Lungs  (25)  Bronchitis  

(26)  Other  noii-tuberculous  diseases  .. 

Tuberculosis  (27)  Pulmonary — Deiinite  

(28)  ,,  Suspected  

C29)  Nou-pulmonary — Glands 

(30)  ,,  Bones  and  joints 

(31)  Skin  

(32)  ,,  Other  forms 

Nervous  system.  .{^S)  Epilepsy  

(34)  Chorea 

(35)  Other  conditions  

Deformities (36)  Rickets  

(37)  Spinal  curvature  

(38)  Other  forms  

(39)  Other  defects  and  diseases  (excluding 

Uncleanliness  and  Dental  Diseases)  


TOTAL. 


No.  of  defect.s 

No.  of  defects 

Requiring 

Requiring 
to  he  kept 
under  oh- 

Requiring 

Requiring 
to  tie  kept 
under  oh- 

treatment 

•servation, 
hut  not 

treatment 

<ervation 
hut  ii<‘t 

(2: 

requiring 

treatment 

■3: 

(4) 

requiring 

treatment 

a>) 

; _ 

3 

1 

— 

20 

— 

2 

1 

28 

— 

2 

— 

272 

— 

5 

— 

112 

— 

5 

2 

35 

— 

— 

— 

121 

, — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 — 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 — 

_ 

51 

' 247 

52 

79 

8 

28 

10 

11 

— 

2 

20 

— 

7 

5 

127 

— 

3 

1 

50 

— 

27 

72 

229 

r 

1 2 

12 

20 

— 

23 

27 

15 

— 

t) 

3 

268 

— 

3 

4 

10 

— 

1 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 1^ 

39 

15 

— 

i ^ 

8 

20 

— 

t) 

12 

71 

— 

2 

7 

62 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 1 

— 

— 

— i 

■ 

— 

1 

— 

— 



— 

1 

— 

— 

5 

10 

— 

— 

— 

10 

— 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

5 

14 

— 

30 

32 

1695 

— 

427 

305 

3378 

13 

100 
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B. — Classification  of  the  Nutrition  of  Children  inspected  during  the  year 
in  the  routine  age  groups. 


(see  Administrative  Memorandum  No.  124,  dated  81st  December,  1984) 


Age  Group 

Number 

of 

Children 

A 

(Excellent) 

Ji 

(Normal) 

c 

(Slightly 

.subnormal) 

I) 

(Jiad) 

Inspected 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

X 

No, 

Entrants  

2343 

382 

16-30 

1866 

79-64 

95 

4 06 

Second  7\ge  Group  . . 

2079 

398 

19-14 

1491 

71-72 

179 

8-61 

11 

0-53 

Third  Age  Group  

Other  Routine 

1997 

604 

30-25 

1294 

64-79 

98 

4-91 

1 

, 0-05 

1 

Inspections 

76 

6 

7-90 

70 

92-10 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Total 

6495 

1390 

21-40 

4721 

72-68 

372 

5 ‘73 

12 

0-19 

TABLE  S 3 

Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children  in  the  area 

The  returns  are  in  resi)ect  of  all  exceptional  children  in  the  area, 
and  are  not  confined  only  to  tliose  for  whom  suitable  accommodation 
is  available. 

Eor  the  purpose  of  this  Table  no  child  is  included  who  has  not  been 
examined  by  the  School  Medical  Ohicer,  by  a medical  member  of  the 
Authority’s  staff,  or  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

The  table  is  made  up  from  the  list  of  exceptional  children  as  it  stood 
on  the  last  day  of  the  calendar  year. 

Children  sent  by  the  Authority  to  day  or  residential  schools  outside 
the  area  are  included  in  this  table  ; children  who  are  living  in  residential 
schools  in  the  area,  or  attend  day  schools  in  the  area,  but  who  come 
from  other  areas,  are  not  included. 

No  child  is  entered  under  more  than  one  heading  in  this  form. 


BLIND  CHILDREN 

A blind  child  is  defined  by  Section  69  of  the  Education  Act,  1921, 
as  one  who  is  “ too  blind  to  be  able  to  read  the  ordinary  school  books 
used  by  children.”  This  definition  covers  some  children  who  are 
totally,  or  almost  totally,  blind  and  can  only  be  appropriately  taught  in 
a school  for  blind  children,  and  others  who  have  partial  sight  and  can  be 
appropriately  taught  in  a school  tor  partially  sighted  children.  Only 
the  first  class  is  included  in  this  section. 


At 

At 

At 

At 

1 

Certified  Schools 

Public  Elementary 

Other 

no  School  or 

; Total 

for  the  Blind 

Schools 

Institutions. 

Institution 

! 

6 

— 

- 

— 

6 
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TABLE  S 3— Continued 


PAKTIALLY  SIGHTED  CHILDREN 

In  this  section  are  included  only  children  who,  though  they  cannot 
read  ordinary  school  books  or  cannot  read  them  without  injury  to 
their  eyesight,  have  such  power  of  vision  that  they  can  appropriately 
be  taught  in  a school  for  the  partially  sighted. 

Children  who  are  a})le  by  means  of  suitable  glasses  to  read  the 
ordinary  school  books  used  by  children  without  fatigue  or  injury  to 
their  vision  are  not  included  in  this  table. 


At  Certified 
Schools  for  the 
Blind 

At  Certified 
.Schools  for  the 
Partially  Sighted 

At  Public 
Elementary 
Schools 

At 

Other 

Institutions 

At 

no  School  or 
Institution 

Total 

— 

24 

10 

— 

9 

43 

DEAF  CHILDREN 


A deaf  child  is  defined  by  Section  GO  of  tlie  Education  Act.  10*21, 
as  one  who  is  “ too  deaf  to  be  tauglit  in  a class  of  liearing  cliildren  in 
an  elementary  school.”  This  definition  covers  some  children  who  are 
totally,  or  almost  totally,  deaf  and  can  only  be  aj»pro]iriately  taught  in 
a school  for  deaf  children,  and  others  who  have  ])artial  hearing  and  can 
be  appro])riately  taught  in  a school  tor  ])artially  deaf  chiKlren.  Only 
the  first  class  are  included  in  this  section. 


At 

At 

At 

At 

Certified  Schools 

Public  Elementary 

other 

no  .'school  or 

T.iial 

for  the  Deaf 

.Schools 

Institutions 

Institution 

18 

— 

— 

2 

20 

PARTIALLY  DEAF  CHILDREN 

In  this  section  are  included  only  children  who  can  appropriately 
be  taught  in  a school  for  the  partially  deaf. 


At  Certified 
Schools  for  the 
Deaf 

At  Certified 
Schools  for  the 
Partially  Deaf 

At  Public 
Elementary 
Schools 

At 

Other 

Institutions 

At 

no  School  or 
Institution 

Total 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 
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TABLE  S 3— Continued 

MENTALLY  DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN 

FEEBLE-MINDED  CHILDREN 

Mentally  defective  children  are  children  who,  not  being  imbecile 
and  not  being  merely  dull  or  backward,  are  incapable  by  reason  of 
mental  defect  of  receiving  proper  benefit  from  the  instruction  in  tlie 
ordinary  public  elementary  schools  but  are  not  incapable  by  reason  of 
that  defect  of  receiving  benefit  from  instruction  in  special  schools 
for  mentally  defective  children. 

The  following  table  includes  all  such  children  except  those  who 
have  been  notified  to  the  Local  Autliority  under  the  ^Mental 
Deficiency  Act  in  accordance  with  Article  d of  the  Mental  Deficiency 
(Notification  of  Children)  Regulatioiis,  1D2H.  Particulars  relating  to 
these  children  are  entered  in  the  return  of  notified  children  (Table  S 12) . 


At  Certified  Schools 

At 

At 

At 

for  Mentally 

Public  Elementary 

other 

no  School  or 

Total 

Defective  Children 

Schools 

Institutions 

Institution 

63 

— 

— 

— 

63 

EPILEPTIC  CHILDREN 

CHILDREN  SUFFERING  FROM  SEVERE  EPILEPSY 

In  this  part  of  the  table  only  those  children  are  included  who 
are  epileptic  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act,  i.e.,  children  who,  not 
being  idiots  or  imbeciles,  are  unfit  by  reason  of  severe  epilepsy  to 
attend  the  ordinary  public  elementary  schools. 

(For  practical  purposes  the  Board  are  of  opinion  that  children  who 
are  subject  to  attacks  of  major  epilepsy  in  school  should  be  recorded 
as  “severe”  cases  and  excluded  from  ordinary  public  elementary 
schools.) 


At 

At 

At 

At 

Certified 

Public  Elementary 

other 

no  School  or 

Total 

Special  Schools 

Schools 

Institutions 

Institution 

2 

— 

— 

2 

4 
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TABLE  S 3 — Continued 

PHYSICALLY  DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN 
A.— TUBERCULOUS  CHILDREN 

Only  children  diagnosed  as  tuberculous  and  requiring  treatment 
for  tuberculosis  at  a sanatoriuiu,  a disqeusary,  or  elsewhere  are  recorded 
in  this  category.  Children  suffering  froui  crijqding  due  to  tuberculosis 
which  is  regarded  as  being  no  longer  in  need  of  treatment  are  recorded 
as  crippled  children,  ]jrovided  that  the  degree  of  crijqding  conforujs  to 
the  descri})tio]i  of  a crijqded  child  given  at  the  head  of  Section  C below. 
All  other  tuberculous  children  who  are  regarded  as  being  no  longer  in 
need  of  treatment  are  recorded  as  delicate  children  ju’ovided  the  Medical 
Officer  is  pre])ared  to  certify  under  Section  oo  of  the  Kdu<-ation  Act. 
1921,  that  they  are  inca];a})le  by  reason  of  physical  defect  of  receiving 
proper  benefit  from  the  instruction  in  the  ordinary  Public  Iclementary 
Schools. 

I.— CHILDREN  SUFFERING  FROM  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS 


(Including  pleura  and  intra-thoracic  glands) 


At 

At 

At 

At 

Certified 

Public  Elementary 

other 

1 no  School  or 

Total 

Special  Schools 

Schools 

Institutions 

Institution 

1 

2.3 

— 

i 

27 

IT.— CHILDREN  SUFFERING  FROM  NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS 
(This  category  includes  tuberculosis  of  all  sites  other  than 
those  shown  in  (I)  above) 


At 

At 

At 

A,  ' 

Certified 

Public  Elementary 

other 

no  School  or 

Total 

Special  Schools 

Schools 

Institutions 

Institution 

37 

204 

— 

3 

244 

B.— DELICATE  CHILDREN 

This  section  is  confined  to  children  (except  those  included  in 
other  groups)  whose  general  health  renders  it  desirable  that  they 
should  be  specially  selected  for  admission  to  an  Oi^en  Air  School.  Such 
children  are  included  irrespective  of  the  actual  provision  of  Open  Air 
Schools  in  the  area,  or  of  the  practicability  in  present  circumstances 
of  sending  the  children  to  Residential  Schools.  Children  are  not 
regarded  as  suitable  for  admission  to  an  Open  Air  School  unless  the 
Medical  Officer  is  prepared  to  certify  under  Section  oo  of  the  Ifducalion 
Act,  1921,  that  they  are  incapable  by  reason  of  i)hysical  defect  of 
receiving  proper  benefit  from  tlie  instruction  in  the  ordinary  Public 
Elementary  Schools. 


At 

At 

At 

At 

Certified 

Public  Elementary 

other 

no  School  or 

Total 

Special  Schools 

Schools 

Institutions 

Institution 

— 

14 

— 

1 

15  * 

*Thege  figures  must  not  be  regarded  in  any  way  as  complete.  In  the  event  of  an  open-air 
school  being  established,  a rapid  survey  will  be  made  and  suitable  cases  selected. 
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TABLED  tS  3 — continued 


C.— CRIPPLED  CHILDREN 

This  section  is  confined  to  children  (other  than  those  diagnosed 
as  suffering  from  tuberculosis  and  in  need  of  treatrnen.t  for  that 
disease)  who  are  suffering  from  a degree  of  crippling  sufficiently  severe 
to  interfere  materially  witli  a child’s  normal  mode  of  life,  i.e.,  children 
who  generally  speaking  are  unable  to  take  part,  \i\  any  complete  sense, 
in  physical  exercises  or  games  or  such  activities  of  the  school  curricu- 
lum as  gardening  or  forms  of  handwork  usually  engaged  in  by  other 
children,  and  in  whose  case  the  Medical  Officer  is  })re]jared  to  certify 
under  Section  55  of  the  Education  Act,  1921,  that  they  are  incapable  by 
reason  of  such  physical  defect  of  receiving  proj)er  benefit  from  the 
instruction  in  the  ordinary  I'^ublic  Elementary  Schools. 


At 

At 

At 

At 

Certified 

Public  Elementary 

other 

no  School  or 

Total 

Special  Schools 

Schools 

Institutions 

Institution 

— 

13 

— 

' 3 

16 

D.— CHILDREN  WITH  HE.VRT  DISE.\SE 


This  section  is  confined  to  children  in  whose  case  the  Medical 
Officer  is  prepared  to  certify,  under  Section  55  of  the  Lklucation  Act, 
1921,  that  they  are  incapable  by  reason  of  such  physical  defect  of 
receiving  proper  benefit  from  the  instruction  in  the  ordinary  Public 
Elementary  Schools. 


At 

Certified 
Special  Schools 

At 

Public  Elementary 
Schools 

At 

other 

Institutions 

At  ' 

no  School  or 
Institution 

1 

Totid 

— 

31 

— 

13 

44 

CHILDEEN  SUFFEEING  FEOM  MULTIPLE  DEFECTS 


Mental  defect  and  epilepsy  1 

Mental  defect  and  crippling  2 

Mental  defect  and  heart  disease  1 


All  these  children  are  at  Certified  Special  Schools. 
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TABLE  S 4 

lieturn  of  Defects  treated  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1935 

TREATMENT  TABLE  (see  note  a) 

GROUP  L— MINOR  AILMENTS  (excluding  Uncleanliness,  for  which 

see  Table  S Gj 


Disease  or  flefect 


(1) 


Number  of  defects  treated, 
treatment  during  the 


or  under 
year. 


Under  the 
Authority’s 
scheme 
(see  note  h) 
C2) 


Otherwise 


Ci) 


Total 

(41 


Skin — Ringworm—  scalp — 

(i.)  X-Ray  treatment 
(ii. ) Other  treatment 

Ringworm — body  

Scabies  

Impetigo 

Otlier  skin  disease  


Minor  eye  defects  

(external  and  other,  but  excluding  cases 
falling  in  Group  II.) 

Minor  car  defects  


Miscellaneous 

(<J.^.,  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores,  chil- 
blains, &c.) 

Total  


:i 

16 

24 

266 

98 

194 


157 

1250 


3 

16 

24 

267 

9? 

195 


160 

1255 


2008 


10 


2018 


GROUP  IL— DEFECTIVE  VISION  AND  SQUINT  (excluding  Minor  Eye 
Defects  treated  as  Minor  Ailments— Group  1.) 


Number  of  defects  dealt 


Defect  or  disease 

1 

1 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
scheme 

Otherwise 

Total 

(see  note  0 

(1) 

(2) 

(4) 

(5) 

Errors 

of  refraction  (including  squint) 
(operations  for  squint  should  be 
recorded  separately  in  the  body 
of  the  School  Medical  Olliccrs 
report)  

621 

14 

635 

Other 

defect  or  disease  of  the  eyes 
(excluding  those  recorded  in 
Group  I)  

20 

1 

21 

Total 

641 

15 

656 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme 

Otherwise 

Total 

No.  of  Children  for  whom  spectacles  were 

(al  Prescribed 

611 

13 

624 

(5)  Obtained  

523 

13 

536 
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TABLE  S 4 — Continued 


GROUP  III.— TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  OF  NOSE  AND  THROAT 


Niiml)er  of  defects 


Received  operative  treatment 


Under  the 
Authority  s scheme 
in  clinic  or  hospital, 
(see  note  b) 

0) 


Ry  private 
practitioner  or  hos- 
pital, apart  from 
the  Authority’s 
scheme 
(2) 


(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

7 

- 

28 

1 

3 

- 

- 

- 

10 

- 

28 

1 

Total 

(3) 


(IV) 

1 


Received  othei 
fonns  of 
treatment 

(4) 


233 


Total  number 
treated 


272 


(i)  Tonsils  only,  (ii)  Adenoids  only,  (iii)  Tonsils  and  adenoids, 
(iv)  Other  defects  of  the  nose  and  throat. 


GROUP  IV.— ORTHOPAEDIC  AND  POSTURAL  DEFECTS  {see  note  d) 


Under  the  Authority’ 
(see  note  h) 
(1) 

s Scheme  | 

Otherwise 

(2) 

j 

T(.tal 
number 
treated 
(see  note  ) 

Residential 

treatmeiiL 

with 

education 

(i) 

Residential 

treatnent 

without 

education 

:(ii) 

Non -resi- 
dential 
treatment 
at  an 

orth()i)a‘dic 

clinic 

(iii) 

Residential 

treatment 

with 

' education 

(i) 

Kfsideiitial 

treatment 

without 

education 

(ii) 

Noo-resi- 
deiitial 
treatment 
at  an 

ortlmpaalic 

clinic 

tiii) 

Number  of 

children 

treated 

7 

232 

1 

240 

TABLE  S 5 

DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT 
(1)  Number  of  children  who  were:  — 

(i)  Inspected  by  the  Dentist : 

Routine  age  groups— 


aged  5 56 

aged  6 881 

aged  7 1205 

aged  8 1260 

aged  9 1400 

aged  10  1407 

aged  11  1267 

aged  12  ioi2 

aged  13  335 


8823 

Special  (see  note  e)  23 

Total  8846 

(ii)  Found  to  require  treatment  6783 

(iii)  Actually  treated  6140 

(2)  Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment 8172 
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TABLE  S 0— eojitiuu'-d 


(3j  Halt-days  devoted  to— 

Inspection  1<*0 

Treatment  lax 

Total  llO'j 


(4j  Fillings  (see  note  /)— Permanent  teeth 
'reii)j>oi-ary  teeth 


3.7"  * 

47 

Total  3301 


(5)  Extractions — 

Periuanent  teeth  tr,> 

Temporary  teeth  737'j 

Total  'J.fj07 

(G)  Administrations  of  geneial  amestlietics  foj-  extia<  tions  7<ri 


(7)  Other  operations— Permanent  teeth  7Gi 

Temporary  teeth  PP 

Total  


TABLE  S 6 

UNCLEANLINESS  AND  VERMINOUS  CONDITIONS 

(i)  Average  number  of  visits  per  scliool  made  during  the  year  by 

the  School  Nurses  ! 15.0 

(ii)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  Srhouls  by 

School  Nurses  (1'.m»(i4 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  childi-eji  found  unclean  (see  note  g .. 

(iv)  Number  of  children  cleansed  undei-  arrangements  made  by  the 

Local  Education  Authority  1 

(v)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  ]tioceediugs  were  taken— 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  llPl  — 

[b)  Under  School  Attendance  Ryelaws  — 


NOTES  ON  TABLES  S 4,  SO  AND  S G 

(a)  The  Table  deals  with  all  defects  treated  during  the  year,  however 
they  were  brought  to  the  Authority’s  notice,  he.,  whether  by  routine  inspec- 
tion, special  inspection,  or  otherwise,  during  the  year  in  question  or 
previously. 

(&)  This  heading  includes  all  cases  that  received  treatment  under  dehnite 
arrangements  or  agreements  for  treatment  made  by  the  Local  Education 
Authority  and  sanctioned  by  the  Board  of  Education  under  Section  80  of  the 
Education  Act,  1921.  Cases  which,  after  being  recommended  for  treatment  or 
advised  to  obtain  it,  actually  received  treatment  by  private  practitioners, 
or  by  means  of  direct  application  to  hospitals,  or  by  the  use  of  hospital 
tickets  supplied  by  private  persons,  etc.,  are  entered  under  other  headings. 

(6‘)  Postural  defects  which  received  iioii-resideutial  treatment  otherwise 
than  at  an  orthopxdic  clinic  are  not  recorded  in  this  Table. 

(d)  A child  may  be  recorded  in  more  than  one  category  ami  theiefore 
the  total  number  of  children  treated  will  not  necessarily  be  the  same  as 
the  sum  of  the  figures  in  the  separate  categories. 

(e)  The  heading  “Specials”  in  this  Table  relates  to  all  children  inspected 
by  the  School  Dentist  otherwise  than  in  the  course  of  the  routine  inspection 
of  children  in  one  of  the  age  groups  covered  by  the  Authority’s  approved 
scheme,  namely,  to  children  specially  selected  by  him,  or  referred  by 
Medical  Officers,  Parents,  Teachers,  eK:.,  on  account  of  urgency. 

(/)  Temporary  fillings,  whether  in  permanent  or  temporary  teeth,  are 
recorded  as  other  operations. 

(g)  (i)  All  cases  of  uncleanliness,  however  slight,  are  recorded. 

(ii)  The  return  relates  to  individual  children  and  not  to  instances  of 
uncleanliness. 


TABLE  S 7 

Number  of  children  examined  at  Koutine  Medical  Inspections  in  the  Schools  and  number  found  defective  in  each  School 
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Health  of  school  children 

TABLE  S 8 
Past  Infectious  Diseases 


Children  aged  3 — 7 


No  Infectious  Disease 

Measles  

Wliooping  Cough  

Scarlet  Fever  

Diplitlieria  

Chicken  Pox  

Mumps  


Children  aged  8 — 14 


No  Infectious  Disease 

Measles  

Whooping  Cough  

Scarlet  Fever  

Diphtheria  

Chicken  Pox  

Mumps  


No.  of 

Cases 

Percentage 

403 

17.2 

1020 

GO.l 

008 

42.0 

87 

3.7 

70 

2.0 

088 

20.4 

382 

10.3 

No.  of 
Cases 

Percent£4je 

108 

4.8 

3027 

88.0 

2340 

57.0 

254 

0.2 

215 

5.2 

2071 

50.8 

1171 

. . ) 

Note. — Tlie  same  child  may  have  had  more  than  one  of  these  diseaset" 
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SECONDARY  SCHOOLS 

TABLE  S 9 

Medical  Inspections  of  C’hildren  attending  Secondary  Schools 
A.— ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS 


Number  of  Inspections 2190 

B.— OTHER  INSPECTIONS 

Number  of  Special  Inspections 3 

TABLE  S 10 


A.  Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection  in  the  year  ended 

31st  December,  1935 


Iloutine  Inspection^ 

.'special  Insj^K'Ction- 

Xo.  of  Defects 

No.  of  Defect* 

Defect  or  disease 

i 

0) 

Kequirin/i 

treatment 

Kequirinp 
to  l)e  kej)i 
under  ob- 
•servation. 

J)Ut  not 
requirinp 
treatment 

O) 

Reqnirinp 

treatment 

(4) 

Hequirinp 
to  Ihj  kept 
umler  ob- 
servation 

Imt  not 
reipiirinp 
treatment 

•s) 

Blepharitis  

1 

— 

Defective  vision  (excluding  squint)  

l.oS 

! — 

— 

— 

Nose  and  throat : chronic  tonsillitis 

4 

o 

1 

— 

chronic  tonsiliitis  and  adenoids  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

other  conditions  

1 

o 

— 

— 

Enl.  cervical  glands 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Defective  hearing 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Heart  and  circulation  : 

— 

— 

— 

Heart  disease— Organic  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Functional 

— 

I '2. 

— 

Aneeniia  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Lungs — Non  T.B 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Pulmonary  T.B.  — Suspected  

— 

1 1 

— 

Deformities  other  than  rickets  

•2 

— 

— 

— 

Other  defeetsand  diseases  (excluding  uncleanliness 
and  dental  diseases; 

4 

i 

1 

— 

B. 


Number  of  individual  clnldren  found  at  Routine  Medical 
Inspection  to  require  treatment  (excluding  Uncleanliness 
and  Dental  Diseases)  160 


112 
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TABLE  S 11 

Eeturn  of  Defects  treated  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1935 

TREATMENT  TABLE 

DEFECTIVE  VISION  AND  SQUINT  (excluclitig  Minor  Eye  Defects) 


No.  of  defects 

dealt  with 

1 

Defect  or  disease 

Under  tlie 
Autliority’s 
sclieine 

Jiy 

l)rivate  prac- 
titioner or  at 
liospital,  apart 
from  the 
Authority’s 
sclieme 

Otherwise 

Total 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

1 (4) 

(5) 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including 
squint)  

65 

1 

1 - 

65 

Total  

65 

65 

Total  number  of  children  for  whom  spectacles  were  prescribed— 

(a)  Under  tlie  Authority’s  sclieme  Gj 

(D)  Otherwise  — 

Total  number  of  children  who  obtained  or  received  spectacles— 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  scheme  57 

(G)  Otherwise  — 


DENTAL  DEFECTS 

(1)  Treated  131 

(2)  Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment 225 

(3)  Fillings— Permanent  teeth  281 

Temporary  teeth  3 

— 284 

(4)  Extractions— Permanent  teeth  56 

Temporary  teeth  43 

— 99 

(5)  Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extractions  18 
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MENTAL  DEEIGIENCY  (NOTIFICATION  OF  CHILDRENj 
KEGULATIONS,  1028 

Statement  of  the  number  of  children  notified  during  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1935,  by  the  Local  Education  Authority  to  the  Local  Mental 

Deficiency  Authority. 

TABLE  S 12 

Total  number  of  children  notified  27 


Analysis  of  the  above  total 


Diagnosis. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

].  (i)  Children  incapable  of  receiving  benefit  or  further 

benefit  from  instruction  in  a Special  School  : 

{a)  Idiots  . . 

{h)  Imbeciles 

1 

2 

(c)  Others  

(ii)  Children  unable  to  be  instructed  in  a Special 
School  without  detriment  to  the  interests  of  other 
children  : 

{a)  Moral  defectives 

i 

{h)  Others  | 

- 

— 

2.  Feeble-minded  children  notified  on  leaving  a Special 
School  on  or  before  attaining  the  age  of  16 

4 

1 

3.  Feeble-minded  children  notified  under  Article  3,  i.e. 

‘ ‘ special  circumstances  ” cases  

— 

— 

4.  Children  who  in  addition  to  being  mentally  defective 
were  blind  or  deaf 

1 

— 

Total 

14 

13 

